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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EMILE BERLINER, of

Boston,.in the county of Suffolk and State of |

Massachusetts, haveinvented certain Improve-
ments in Violins or other Stringed Instru-
ments,of whichthefollowingis a specification.

This invention relates to violins and other
stringed instruments employing a resonant
bodyand a finger-board, and has for its object
to effect certain improvements in the line ot the
subject-matter of Patent No. 242,680, granted
to me June 7, 1881. In the application men-
tioned I have described and illustrated a new
method of stringing violins, consisting, brietly,
in dispensing with the tall-piece common to

ordinary violins, to which the strings are at- |

tached, and prolonging the finger-board to a
point below the bridge,
through an opening made in the said prolonga-
tion, then attaching the strings to the free end
of the prolonged finger-board and ronning
them over the bridge to the straining-pegs,
thus eliminating the strains incident to the

construction and stringing of the ordinary in-
T mention in the said patent and

struments.
show by drawings a method ot securing the
finger-board to the neck-piece of the violin by

a rivet securely headed at each end to render

the said finger-board and neck in effect one
piece, and to resist the pressure which tends
to separate the two when the strings are
strained.

My present application relates to 1Improve-
ments in violins and other stringed instru-
ments constructed and arranged as deseribed
in said patent, and particularly to the means
for connecting in a rigid manmer the finger-
board not only to the neck, but also to the
body of the violin, between the bridge and the
neck. -

To these ends my invention consists in the
following, reference being had to the drawing
forming a part of this specification.

In the drawing, which represents a longi-
tudinal section of a violin, A is the resonant
body ; B,the neck-piece ; C, the finger-board,
elongated as described in the patent referred
to. D is the bridge rising through the open-
ino D in the finger-board. B’is & non-reso-

so nant block, attached to the body of the violin

1 in the usual manmner.

the Dbridge rising:

Ii is a screw or pin
having its head countersunk into the top of
the finger - board and passing through the
body of the violin, preferably through the non-
resonant block B/, and having upon its lower
end a washer and thumb adjusting-nuf, as
shown.

[ place the screw Ii as far as possible to-
ward the bridge and pass it through the body
of the violin, preferably through the non-reso-
nant block B’,in order not only to shorten the
leverageof the elongated finger-board to which
the strings are attached, but also to prevent
all direct strain upon the neck, which, in ordi-
nary violins, is simply glued to the body ot
the violin at e, and could not long sustain the
strain which my elongated finger-board and
string-holder would exercise upon it,as 1 have
found practically such strain would force the
body of the violin from the neck at the pointe.

By means of the adjusting-nut d, 1 am ena-
bled to bring more or less pressure to bear
upon the bridge, thereby regulating the press-
are under which the string-vibrations are com-
municated to the body of the violin. The
serew not only serves to prevent the body of
the violin from being forced from the neck,
but also to transmit the string-vibrations to
said body. ‘

I am aware that a patent for a violin has
been granted wherein is shown an clongated
finger-board to the ends of which the strings
are secured, and which is connected to the
body of the violin by a screw; but said finger-
board is not of the same character as mine
and does not effeet the same result; also, the
said serew is not in the position of the screw
referred to in the foregoing specification, bub
is placed below and outside of the bridge.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

1. A violin or similar stringed instrament
:n which the vibrations of the strings are
communicated to the resonant body by a serew
or pin, which passes into the violin-body be-
tween the bridee and neck, substantially as
dlescribed.

9 Tnaviolin or similar stringed instrument,
an elongated finger-board to the end of which
the strings are secured, and which is connect-
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ed to the body of the violin by a screw or pin j
between the bridge and neck, as set forth.

o. A violin or similar stringed instrament

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification, in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses, this 29th dayof April, 1881. 1o
in which the string-holder is secured to the EMILE BERLINER.
5 body of the violin by means of a screw and ad.- Witnesses:

justing-nut, which passes through the body J. B. HENCEK, Jr.,
between the bridge and neck, as set forth. J. D. Lockwoon.
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