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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CYRUs D. HUNT, of
Fairhaven, in the county of Bristol, and in the
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buttons;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,

- reference being had tothe accompanying draw-

ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of buttons formed with an
eye by which the button may be sewed to an
article, and is particularly designed to provide
an 1mproved button for carriage-fixtures or
other purposes where it will be exposed to
moisture or the action of the weather. In
such buttons theeye has usually been formed of
wire bent into proper shape and secured to
the back of the button by inserting the free
ends of the bent wire through an aperture in
the back and bending down or clinching said
ends. As thus constructed the eye is seldom
rigidly attached to the back of the button,
but is capable of some play therein, which oc-
casions wear upon the adjacent parts of the eye
and back, and by thus constantly exposing
fresh surfaces of the metal to the action of
the atmosphere, causing ¢orrosion, which ma-
terially hastens the ultimate destruction of
the buttons. As such buttons are generally
constructed of iron on account of cheapness,
and as the oxide of iron occasioned by the
corrosion exerts a peculiarly injurious effect
upon the thread by which the button is at-
tached to an article, the thread scon becomes
S0 rotten as to be i1ncapable of holding the
button. | |

The object of my invention is to obviate
these objections, and this I attain by coating

the back of the button and the eye, after the

eye has been inserted and clinched therein,
with an alloy little liable to corrosion, which

-not only prevents theaction of the atmosphere

on the iron in the first place, but by securely
soldering or fastening the eye in place, so that
16 18 incapable of play under ordinary circum-
stances, prevents the solder or protective
coating from being worn off.

o —

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a side go
view of a button, embodying my invention,
and Fig. 2 is a section of the back with the
eye therein. -

The letter A indicates the front, and B the
back of the button, united together in any of 5g
the known or usual ways. o

Cindicates the eye, constructed of a piece of
wire bent in round or circular form, having
the ends passed through an aperture in the
back B and then clinched on the inside of 6o
the back, as shown at @ @. The backs, with
the eyes thus attached and clinched, are then
turther secured together by means of an alloy—
such as solder, for instance, which is cheap
and comparatively non-corrosive under ordi- 6g
nary atmospheric action. Thisis accomplished
by immersing or dipping the backs with the
attached eyes into molten alloy or solder,

~whereby the eye is thus not only securely at-

tached, but with the adjacent parts of the 7o
back is covered with a coating of the alloy,
which secures the metal against corrosion and
wholly obviates the disadvantages above enn-
merated.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, 75
what L claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— -

1. The method herein described of securing
the eye to a button after said eye has been in-
serted and clinched therein, as specified, the 8o
same consisting in covering the whole with a
protective coating of fusible metal, snbstan-
tially as herein set forth.

2. A button having its eye made of a piece
of wire with the ends bent down and clinched 8c
on the inside of the back, and securely fast-
ened thereto by a protective coating of fusible
metal or alloy applied so.as to cover the en-
tire back and eye, substantially as and for the
purpose specified. 90

In testimony that . I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 3d day of

May, 1380. - |
| C. D. HUNT.
Witnesses: | |
A. G. BOURNE,
JOSEPH TRIPP.
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