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To all whom it may concern :
~ Be it known that I, THOMAS P. MARSTON,

- of the city, county, and State of New York,
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have invented an Improvemenf in Tag-Fast- |
eners, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices intended for attaching tags, &e., to the
edges of fabrics and other like articles; and
it consists in a metallic fastener for such pur-
poses, of novel construction, and capable not

only of almost instantaneous attachment to !

the fabric or similar article without injury
thereto, but also capable of permitting a loose
and iree attachment of the tag, corresponding

1n a measure te that which arises from a flexi-
ble attachment, but at a much less expense in

manufacture and attachment than is incident
to the use of the ordinary string or flexible
loop.
~The drawing represents a perspective view,

on an enlarged scale, of my improved tag-fast-
ener. |

A Indicates the tag, of any suitable shape,
size, and material, and provided with the usual
eyelet or hole «.

B represents the tag-fastener, which is com-
posed of a strip of sheet metal bent into the
form represented in the drawing—that is to

say, with the bow b at its central part, and

with its end portions constituting two straight
shanks, brought into a position opposite each

other, and more or less parallel. In each of |

these shanks is provided one or more sharp

spurs, ¢, these spurs being formed by punching

the metal from the outside, as elearly indicated
in the drawing.

In order to apply the device to use it is
slipped through the eyelet ¢ of the label A until

- thesald eyeletisbrounghtupon the bow b, which

donethe twoshanksaforesaid are placed astride
of the edge of thefabric orother goods to which
the tag is to be attached, and are then com-
pressed toward each other until the spurs ¢ are
caught into or forced through from the oppo-
site sides of the fabric, the degree of compres-
sion being necessarily such as will overcome
any elastic or spreading tendency of the de-

vice, so that the two shanks will remain per- |

. mace of sheet metal folded to form two

| manently upon the opposite sides of the 200ds

or fabrie. |

It will be seen that inasmuch as the device
may be formed or manufactiured by very sim-
ple mechanical operations, and inasmuch as
1ts application to use is very simple, the tag-
fastener thus provided possesses in a high de-
gree the merits and advantages of cheapness,
simplicity, easy adaptation to use, and security
in the attachment of the tag or label to the
fabrie or goods.

I'am aware that fastening devices have been
paral-
lel shanks, each provided with spurs formed
by punching the metal from the outside. Such
devices are shown in the patent of Tanny, No.
207,694, and of Spooner, No. 66,053; but these
and, so far as I am aware, all others differ from
mine in structure in this essential cespect, that
either no provision is made for the loose or
swinging attachment of the tag, or this pro-
vision is made by means of a character quite
different from that shown in my invention.
Thus, for example, in Tunny’s device the open-
Ing is at right angles to the shanks, and iy
necessarily formed,not by the contour or bend-
ing of the metal, but by a separate punching
operation; while Spooner’s device is designed
to insare a rigid attachment, and is therefore
inconsistent in purpose, function, and opera-
tion from my invention. I do not therefore
claim, broadly, a metallic tag-fastener com-

| posed of sheet metal bent to form two parallel

shanks and provided with holding-spurs form-
ed by punching the metal from the outside:
but |

What I claim as my invention is—

The tag-fastener constructed with the bow
b, shanks B B, and spurs ¢, the bow connect-
ing the shanks and having the substantially-
circular shape deseribed to permit the loose or
swinging attachment of the tag, substantially
as herein set forth. | | |

T. P, MARSTON.

Witnesses:
CHAS. H. DoxAT,
"H. PAENIERLI.
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