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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY M. CURTIS, of

' Ypsﬂantl In the couuty of Washtenaw and

State of Mlchlﬂ‘an have invented certain new
and useful Improvements In Wagon-Bodies ;

and I do hereby declare that the followmo is a

full, clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence bein ﬂ'had to the accompanying drawin os,

" and to the letters of reference marked there-
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on, which- form part of this specification, in
which— |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion, showmﬂ‘ the end-gate closed ; and Fig.2,
a similar view, showm g the end-gate open.
The object of this in vention is to provide a
metallic end or corner for wagon-bodies, which
will serve as a complete shield to the sqme and
constitute a stop to the gate, and a means by
which the gate may be securely fastened, all
substantially in the manner hereinafter de-

- seribed and claimed.
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' ~of the gate.
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To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I will now proceed to describe its con-
struction and operation. |

A represents a wagon - body, B the shield,
and O the gate, which is hmﬂed at its bottom
to the rear end of the body,as seeninthe draw-
ings.

The shield B 1s constructed or cast to con-
form to the end of the side of the body, and
preferably with projections e ¢, through which
are holes to enable the shield to be screwed
firmly to the body. Theinner side of the shield
is parallel with the projections ¢ e, and is of
sufficient width to correspond to the thickness
This inner side is then turned at

right angles, or on a line parallel with the gate,
to form the stop b,1in which is a suitable hole, «.
d represents a metal strip whose outer edge,

—

also its upper and lower edges, are flush with
the end and top and bottomn of the gate.
Through this metal strip and gate extendsthe
metal pin g, in such a position as will admit of
1ts entering the hole ¢ when the gateis closed.
The pin ¢ is provided with a hole_., in which the
hook 7, or its equivalent, is inserted in order
to lock the gate. 1 have shown the device ap-

plied to but one of the rear cornersof awagon-

body, but it 1s obvious that when desirable, in
large wagons, one may be placed upon each
corner. When upon one corner ounly the op-
posite end of the side shounld, of conrse, termi-
nate on aline with the stop b

This invention, though simple, will be found
to efiectively obvmte the dlﬂ](,tlltj to which
the rear end of a wagon-body is subjected,
such as becoming mashed and bruised when
loading with heavy articles, or swollen from
moisture, thus often making the closing of the
end-gate very hard.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure Dy

Letters Patent, is—

1. The comblmtlon with a wagon-body and

| 1ts gate, of the metal shleld B, formed with stop

b, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth
2. The combination, with a wagon-body and
its gate, of the metal ‘shield 3, hzwmg stop b,
metal strip d,1its pin g, and hook horits equlv-
alent, all constructed and arranged to operate
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.
Intestimony that I ¢laim the foregoing as my
own 1l affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.
HENRY M. CURTIS.
Witnesses:
FFRANK JOSLIN,
. A. BOVEE.
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