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 To all whom it ma J COnCern :

Beé it known that I, (JHARLES COLE, of West
Newton, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Masswchusetts, have mmvented a new and

useful Improvement in Switches for Butchers’

Tracks, of which the following is a specifieation.
My mventlon relates to an overhead track

on which run tracks provided with hangers,
upon which heavy articles can be suspended

beneath the track and readily moved from place
to place ; and its objects are to provide a coun-

‘venlent way to counnect the main track with

the branches which extend to ditferent parts
of the room or inclosure, and to provide a con-
venient method of shifting such connecting

‘main track from (,onue(,tlou with one branch

to connection with another. I attain these ob-

~Jects by the mechanism illustrated in the ac-
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~which it is attached.
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" this kind of track.

companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is'a plan view of my device, tdken
on the level, of the bottom of the timbers upon
Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the device in operative position. Fig.
3 1s an end view of the main track, with the
truck that travels upon it in pomtmn Fig. 4
is a section on line a® ¢ of Fig. 1, show mghow
the hanger is Iet'uned n the "lI'G In which it
moves.

A is the main track. @ « are the bmncheq
a® is the last rail of the main track. |

‘B B are the hangers, which support the track
at a short distance from the celling.

C Care arc-plates attached to the ceilin g or
-overhead beams D D. Inthechannelsin these
platesthe upperendsofthehangersslide, being

retained therein by the flanges b b on the up-
per end of the hangers, ander which the lips
¢ ¢ extend.

"H is one of the trucks commonly used on
It consists of a wheel
grooved to fit the track, provided with an arm

- N-shaped at its npper extremlty to atiord sup-
~ port to the axis upon both sides of the wheel,
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which is placed in such curved part.

~be moved in the diregtion desired.

To the
lower end, of the arm is attached a hook, upon

or to which the article to be tmnsported is at-

tached, being elevated above the floor, when

by pushm against such article the truck will
As both

the truck and single-rail track are old and
well known no extended descrlptlon of -them

is neéeSsaW Heretofor e, howev er, the track
has been sustained in its position near the ceil-
ing by hangers like the left-hand one in Flgs |

1 and 2 a,ml the one in Fig. 3, which were rig- 55

idly-attached to the ov erhead timbers, and it
was shifted into connection with the branch
tracks by shifting the end of the last rail of
the main track, which was not fastened to the
hangers, but had its ends cut half away, so as
to fall into recesses made in the hangers along-
side of the ends of the branch rail, mth “«hlbh |
it was put into connection, and the last pre-
ceding rail of the main llne, the ends of shich
were &lbO cut away bhalf their breadth to form
a splice with the shifting rail, (a hanger being
placed at each point of connection.) The last
rail, not being fastened, was moved into con-
nection with the desired branch track by lift-
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ing its end nearest the branch track out of o

the recess in the hanger sustaining the end of
such branch track, and removing 1t to thetrack
desired, and placing it in the recess in the
hanger supporting the end of that frack. The
track being overhead and beyond the reach of »g
a person standing on the Hoor rendered it a
work of some difficulty, and, as it was gener-
ally undertaken by the use of pike-poles, was
somewhathazardous, on accountof theliability
of the loose end of the rail to fall. If, how-

80
ever, to avoid such hazard, a ladder or other -

‘means of reaching the rail with the hands was

undertaken, it was at the loss of considerable -
time, which occurred at such period, generally, .
as was least desirable, because such changes
have to be made at the time when the largest

number of personsare emploved and must be
delayed until the change is effected. It also |
sometimes happened that the rail became de-
tached at its other end when lifted by the pike- 9o
poles, and fell upon the floor or the persons be-

neath. It is for the purpose of obviating such
delays and dangers that 1-have plowded the

mechanisnt herem described.

The rail a2, being attached to the last pre-
ceding one of the main track with a hinged
joint at e, 1s sustained by the sliding hangers
atits middle and near its end. Thesé han gers,
as before stated, slide in the arc-plates C, and
the end of the main line can be thus brouc-*ht 100
adjacent and opposite to any one of the by anch o
tracks without lifting the connecting-rail. The
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movement of the hangers in the ways formed
in the arc-plates can be effected by the oper-
ator’s moving the lever I horizontally. This

will oscillate the perpendicular rock-shaft If,
which has attached, at a point about on a level

with theare-plates, the arm G, which, by means

*of a rod, I, is connected to the top of the hang-

ers.

f1s anotched are, to indicate to the operator
when the movement of the lever_has brought
the track into connection with each branch,
and to hold the lever in such position when

~left, in the same manner as a similar device

L5

-used upon railroads, which is well known.

Any other system of levers can be used, if

~ desired, to slidethe track and hangers to blll]ﬂ
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the main line into connection with elthel
branch; or the sliding hangers c¢an be moved
by a bar extending to the operator direct, and
removed sufficiently when not in use to be out
of the way of the passing of the trucks along
the rail.

It is also obvious that the arec- plates, instead
of being channeled and the hangers flanged,

242,754

may be made and operated upon the same 2s

principles by having the arc-plate flanged and
the hanger enclasping such flanged plate.

What I claim as new and of my 111\’6111;1011
1S—

1. In a single suspended-track railway, the 3o

combination of the rail @, pivoted at point ¢
at one end and supported by a sliding hanger
and arc-pilece at its other end, with the 1311&,
a a, all substantially radial to t-he point e, and

all having their ends an equal distance from 35

that point, substantially as desecribed.

2. The combination of the rail «? sliding
hanger B, and arc-plate G substantlally as de-
S(,rlbed

3. The combination of the rail a,z hanger B, 40

and arec G, the oscillating shaft L, plomded
with the mms Gz, lever Li, and the connecting-
rod I, subqtautmlly as described.

CHARLES COLE.

W’itUéSSES: |
LEPINE C. RICE,
GEORGE A. WILBER.
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