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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JAcoB H. WIGHT, of

the city of Baltimore and State of Maryland,

10O

have invented certain Improvements 1n the

Manufacture of Plug-Tobaeco, of which the
following is a specification; and I do hereby
declare that in the same is contained a full,

clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.
The process of manufacturing plug-tobacco

to which my improvements have reference 1s

- that one in which the plugs are completed by

- their compression within a packing box orcase,
the said plugs immediately before their intro-
duetion to the packing-case being in an un-
finished condition, they at that time consisting
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merely of a roll, twist, or bundle of cured to-
bacco-leaves treated with licorice and sweet-
ening-matter. o -

The said invention relates specially to that |

- part of the above-described process which con-
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sists in the compression of the unfinished plags

within the packing box or case to give them

- the proper consistency and form a compact
‘mass of tobaceo, which, after the box or case
is opened, may be exposed for a considerable

period of time to the action of the air without
being injuriously affected thereby. ;

- My improvement consists in plaeing in the
packing case or box alternate layers of un-

finished plugs and waxed paper or other suita-

ble waxed material and subjecting the whole
to a heavy pressure. The object of introduc-
ing waxed paper between the layers of plugs

is to prevent the sticking togetherof the layers,

while at the same time the plugs are not pre-
vented from taking the same shape that they

 wonld take if noseparating material were used.
- 40 .
~ hereof, is a section of a box of tobacco packed
in accordance with my invention. |
" In the said drawing, A represents the box-
‘or case, and B and C, respectively, the layers

The accompanying drawing, forming a part

of tobacco and the waxed separating material.

In carrying out my invention I place in the
box or case the waxed paper and the tobacco
in alternate layers, and then subject the whole

to a heavy pressure to form a compact mass.

The space left in the box or case after the

~ compressing operation is filled with additional

layers of waxed material and tobacco and the |

| compression repeated. This process 1s con-
tinued until the case is filled.

1 am aware that tin-foil has been used to 53
separate the layers of tobacco in a box; but
sheets of all the baser metals, when brought
into contact with the juice expressed from to- -
baceo in the operation of packing the same,

are affected by it, and compounds are formed 6o

which, if not injurious to health, are objec-
tionable in many ways. Paraftine—the mate-
rial which I preferably use—is unaffected by

‘the juice of tobacco, and gives a bright, glossy

surface to the tobacco, which cannot be ob- 65

‘tained to the same extent by the use of tin-

foil. - Further, paraffine has no tendency to

‘adhere to the plugs as the same are removed
from the box. | o

I am also aware that finished plugs or blocks 70'

of tobacco have been wrapped in waxed paper
and packed loosely in boxes, and that can-

dles have been separated in boxes by parafiine-

paper, and that layer-raisins have been di-

vided in a box into parcels, and that caramels 75

and candies have been wrapped in paraffine-
-paper; but in all the above methods of using

paraffine-paper it is applied to completed arti-
cles of manufacture or to natural productions,
it in no case being used in the manufacture of 8o
an article to modify the process or in any way
affect the condition of the product at the end
of the manufacturing process. In my inven-
tion the waxed sheets prevent adhesion of the
layers of plugs when the same are subjected 85
to a compressing strain; they brighten the
surface of the plugs, and the juice, licorice,
&e., is prevented from passing from one layer
to another; and thiey do not, like sheets of tin-
foil, adhere to the plugs and require to be taken go
off with force, and they are not in any manner
acted upon by the juices of tobacco, as is the
case with tin-foil.

I claim as my invention-—
- As an improvement in the manufacture of g3
plug-tobacco, the process of packing which con-
sists in placing within a box alternate layers
of unfinished plugs and sheets of waxed paper,
and then compressing the contained mass, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose herein speci- 100

fied.

Wu. T. HOWARD, |
JNO. T. MADDOX. .

Witnesses:  JACOB H. WIGHT.,
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