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~ removed from the box; and Fig. 5 is a view of
the ook after it has been removed and its .

~ leaves bound together.

33
o round or anguhr in cross section, project up-
‘ward from the base-board, and are firmly se-
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"Be it known' that I GREORGE W. PLUMMER

;1, citizen -of the Umred States, residing dt -

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New Ymk, have inventcd new and useful Im-
provements in.Bill Files and Indexes, of which

| the. followmg 1S a specification.

My invention relatesto-an 1mprm‘*ed dewcﬁ

- forfiling, indexing,and securing together loose
papers—such as bills and letters—its object

- being to provide an expansible index-book in

'15

which the papers may be readily inserted, and
which may be quickly and securely bound when

filled.

To enable others to construct and use my
invention, I will partmulaﬂy describe thesame
with refel‘énce fo the ¢ 1ccompanymg dmwmnq

- 1n which—
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45 proper margin of the leavesof the book outside

Figure 1 is a perspectn e View of a file .-md |

index constructed according to my invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar view with the book and re-
T"Lllllllg strip removed. Fig.3is a view of the
book unbound. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sec-
tion, showing the position of the parts when
the bUle. 1s sufficiently filled and ready to be

Fig. 6 gives views of
different kinds of paper- fasteners which may
be used.

- The letter A denotes the box which is com-
posed of the base-board «, back board, b, and

end boards, ¢ c, the top smd lront of the box
being open.
Three tubes, D D D, which may be either

cured thereto, about equldlstanb apart, on a
line a little in front of and parallel Wlth the

back board. These tubes reach nearly to a

level with the top of the back and end boards,
and the end tubes are atalittle distance from
the end boards. The distance of the tubes from
the back and end boards is such as to allow a

of the binding devices, say a half-inch.
A narrow bar, E, is supported directly above
“the row of tubes with. its ends resting on the

‘end boards and engaged with pins f f, aud said

| | projecting from near itsends, and hookq hpiv-
oted to the end boards.

The distance between the:under side. of the '

bar Ii, which I call the “retaining -bar,” and
the tops of the tubes is-such as to admlt be-

The book for receiving the papers to be filed

55
tween the bar and the top of :each tube the
| head of a paper-fastener, I, while the prongs
-of sald fastener extend downward in the tuhe, |

‘as shown in Fig. 4

6o

and indexed is composed preferably, of thir-

teen superposed folded sheets, each forming
On 2 line near the

two leaves of equal size.
back or fold of the sheet are formed perfora-
tions to fit loosely over the tubes D, while the

‘back and end edges of the leaves pruferably do

not quite touch the back and end boards. .

The leaves are to be indexed in any suitable -

manner—say with lettered tabs, or by having
the front margings cut to lap and show succes-
sively from fmut to lastleat—asshownin Ifig. 3.

To prepare the device for use the lefwes are

placed upon the base-board in regular order,

their perforations passed over the tubes D.
A paper—-fastenel with prongs of proper length
is then inserted in each tube, as shown in Fig.

| Z at the bottom and A at the top, and W1th |

4, the head of the fastener restmn upon the top_ -

of the tube and 1ts prongs .extendin g therein.

| The retaining-bar It is then placed above the

row of tubes, and upon or nearly touching the

heads of the fasteners, and secured by the
hooks & being engaged with the staples. The

device is then ready for use, and the leaves
may be rmdlly separated to pel mit the inser-
tion of papers in their proper places. -

In order to allow plenty of play for the

leaves and expansibility for the book, the tubes
may be four or five times as high as thre thick-
ness of the book beforeany papers are inserted,

and somewhat higher than the thickness the
book will have when full. A perforated paste-
board strip, k, may be laid under and upon the
rear margin of the book to strengthen it.
The book having been filled, or become as
full as desired, the retaining- bar is to be re-
leased from 1ts fastenings, the tips of the fin-
gers of one hand placed upon it and the other

80.
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hand inserted under the book, which is then

50 bar may be held 1n place by small St&PlBS: g, | to be raised from the base-board, shpped off 100
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, with it upward.
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the tubes, turned, and laid upon a table with | paper-fasteners I, arranged within the tubes 23

the prongs of the fasteners which it carries
These prongs may be then
spread in the usual manner, and the book 1s
securely bound. A new book may be then
placedinthe box and used in a similar manner.
I prefer to use the style of binders or paper-
fasteners known to the trade as ¢ McGill’s PPa-
per-Fasteners,” but any other suitable fasten-
ers having prongs and heads may be used.
The box may be provided with as many
tubes as desired, and it may be made of wood,
tin, pasteboard, or any other suitable material.
I do not broadly claim a bill or paper file
composed of a base-board and tubular posts on
which the indexed leaves are placed; nor do

I ¢laim tubular impaling-pins containing de-
vices for tying or binding the papers together

after the desired number have been filed.
What I claim is— |

1. A Dbill or letter file possessing the follow-'

ing characteristics, namely: the base «, pro-

vided with the end boards, ¢ ¢, and the sta-

tionary vertical tubes D, the headed pronged |

with their heads resting upon and supported
by the ends of the tubes, and the removable

bar B, resting upon the end boards of the base

and retaining the paper-fasteners within the
tubes, all as and for the purposes herein de-
scribed. | | |

2. The bill or letter file composed of a base
and end boards, the row of tubes projecting
from said base-board, the perforated leaves,
arranged upon said base-board with their per-
forations over the tubes, the headed paper-
fasteners, having their prongs inserted in the
tops of said tubes, and their heads supported
by said tops, and the removable retaining-bar
arranged above the tops of the tibes and heads
of the fasteners, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

GEO. W. PLUMMER.
Witnesses: |
RosweELL PLUMMER,
WirLLiAM C. STORY.
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