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To all w?mm it may concern : |
Be it known that I, EDWARD L. MEGILL of

| thecity of Brooldyu GOIIIJ’[} of Klngq and State_:
~_of New York, have invented certain new and

useful Implm ements in Feed-Gages for Print-
ing-Presses, of which the followuw 1S a speci-

- fication.
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~ more perfect,cony enient,and reliable gage pin.

‘The invention leldtes more pmtlctlhrly to
~that class of feed-gages w hwh are attached to
or inserted within the tympan sheets or paper.

covering the platen of the printing -press, and

‘which are used for the purpose of regulating:
- and maintaining the position of the sheets to
be printed when presented to the type.

My invention has for its object to provide a

The 1nventmu couslsts in so arranging the
teeth of thie gage with the prong as to pene-

~trate the tympan-paper in a circular direction,
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as if the prong were pivoted at its farthest or
lowest part to the surface of the ty mpan-sheet.
The circular motion is slight, butit issufficient
to prevent the gage from tending to the front
Or rear in bein g forced down, as 113 1s under-
quir ed posﬂ:mn “The teeth ther efm e, bein g
bent or curved slightly to the reaward, are
given a firmer hold asagainst the direct strokes
of the sheets when fed to the gage. - -

It also consists in plovldmn the gage-head
with one or more presser arms or sta\a s, elas-

~tie if desired, which, when the point or prong

of the feed-gage is fast into the tympan-sheets,
project- over and press down upon the outer

35 surface of the same, and serve as a brace:to

keep the gage- llead down tightly mmn the

- tympan-sheet.
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1t also consistsin arranging the smd presser 1.

arms in combination mth the spring-tongue
or adjustable lip, and the latter may be. readlly
attached or (1etached while the feed-gage is

. fastened on the tymp‘m .sheets; and it finally
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consists in certain details of constructlons and
arrangements hereinafter more fully described.
In the accompanying drawings, in which

_ similarletters of referenceindicate corres pond
‘ing parts, Figure 1 is a perspective of my im-

proved feed-gage. TFig. 2is a top plan of the
platen of an oxdma,ry printing-press covered
by the tympan-sheets, with two of my feed-
gages attached thereto in position and a card
resting an*amst them and Fig.31s an erlhrged

-themparalleltoeachother.- T
of the presser-arms are even or parallel to each

[ 2

]ongltudunl transx erse section (broken away)

on the left of line = x of Fig. 2, giving an edge

view of thefeed-gage, and in dotted lines show-

55

ing its position just prlm to fommn the teeth -

down
G is the 11-1.:1te11, H tbe tympan- Sheets, and

I a card placed in position to receive the im--

pression from the type.

Of the feed-gage, A is the n‘flne-head which

stands perpendicnlar, and w_hen fast to the
tympan-sheets is at right angles with its sur-
face. The sides of the gage heful are *"ounded
off toward the back of it.

Extending from the lower side of the gage-
head is the prong B, which, as' usunal, has a

6o

curvature about the mlddle of its len nth with .

its point turned upward; but the prong B may
be made straight. Also, projecting downward
from the lowur side;-as usual, are “the teeth ©

the point or edge.
To the upper “side or top of the gage-head A

are snitably connected the presser armsorstays

D D, which, like the prong B, extend backward

to the rear of the cage-head. ' Two Cross-pieces,

aand b, connect the said presser-arms and hold

The outsideedges

C. These teeth, however, aremchned or bent
slightly to the rearward, aud made sharp at
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other down to the carved termini or feet f f,

“where they are narrowed off or cut away to al-
low the spring-tongue K fo pass off. Thesaid
spring-tongue B is-widened at the lower end
or root and bent around the said ounter edges

of the presser-arms just far enough to retain

ahold until theyreach the said termini . The

presser-arms come in contact with the tym-
pan-sheets at the said termini, which permit

the said spring-tongues to. sllde oif and on af-

ter the feed-gage has been attached to the tym-
pan-sheets. . The termini f.f are convexly

carved to prevent their piercing or seratching

the tympan-sheets wheu the feed -gage 1is be-
ing secured.
In the centerof the rootof the spring-tongue

Q0
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E is located a thumb-catch, d, by which the

sameis moved. The said spring-tongue slides

‘backward and forward. over the presser-arms

D D and passes oubt under the cross-piece a
and through the opening in the gage-head A.
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Its oufer end 1s. bent downward, so that when
brought in contact with the furnlture in the
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chase it will slide over its surface and spring | features, the teeth C C, by their peculiar con-

down without becoming disarranged.
The presser-arms D D may be made in any
suitable shape, with or without cross-pieces or

feet, and maylie flat on the tympan-sheet their
full length.

The operalion of the device is as follows:
~When the prong B is inserted into the tympan-

sheets H, and while it is being passed in under
the same, the presser-arms D D separate from
the prong and ride up over the outer surface.

-After the prong B is passed in near to its

length, the finger of the hand is pressed over
the point to bring it up through. Then the
gage-head 1s brought in its true position in re-
lation to the form of type by sliding the feed-
gage backward or forward, and then, to keep
1t accurately and firmly in its place, the teeth
C O are forced down into the tympan-sheets.
The spring-tongue E isthen pushed out in front
of the gage-head as far as required, being lim-

ited by the margin of the sheet to be printed.
The parts being properly arranged, the spring-

tongue may be removed while the-feed-gage is
in position and be instantly substituted by an-
other of a different length. When released
from the tympan-sheets, the prong B and the.

presser-arms D D spring back and become re- |

set across each other in the form shown by Fig.
1, and it will be readily understood that when
secured considerable tension is created within

and upon the tympan-sheets, and the gage-head .|
1s caused to bear down. In addition to these

]

struction, effect a safe and powerful hold in
themselves, especially as against the direct
pressure or stroke of the sheets or cards when
being fed. .

The circular dotted lines and arrows at C
C indicate the direction the teeth take when
pressed into the tympan-paper. |

The arrow at I points in the direction the
sheets or cards take when being fed to the gage-
head. |

I claim—

1. A feed-gage provided with teeth project-
ing downward at anangle or curve correspond-
ing to a circle the center of which is located
at the farthest or lowest part of the prong B,

i substantially as and for the purpose herein de-

|

scribed and set forth. ..

2. A feed-gage provided with a prong, B,
and presser-arms arranged to rest upon the
surface of the tympan-sheet, and, in combina-
tion with the prong B, produce a tension and
serve as & brace to keep the gage in position,
substantially as herein described.

3. The combination, with the slotted gage A,
having teeth C G, of the presser-arms D D, the
prong B, and adjustable spring-tongue I, sub-
stantially as herein described.

EDWARD L. MEGILL.

Witnesses:
~ SAMUEL HENDRICKSON,
HENRY T. MEGILL.
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