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LAMP-WICK THREADER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 241,535, dated May 17, 1881,
| | | Application filed October 15, 1880. (No model.)

To all whom .fit. MmaY CONCErn: | |
- Be it known that I, NORMAN N. GORDON,

of Rochester, in the county of Monroe and

State of New York, have invented a new and
¢ useful Improvement in Lamp-Wick Thréaders,
which improvement is fully set forth in the fol-
lowing specification and accompanying draw-
ings. | .. S
- The object of my invention is to produce a
1o convenientimplement for the purpose of draw-
ing the wick of an ordinary oil-lamp into and
“through the wick-tube of the same; and 1t
~ consists in one or more metal strips formed
in a manner hereinafter fully explained, and
‘1t designed to be passed through the wick-tube
and grasp the end of the wick and enable the
operator to draw the latter throtigh the tube

~ hastily and with ease. |
~ In thedrawings, Figure 1 shows a side view,
20 and Fig. 2 a plan, of the wick-threader. Iig.

3 shows the same partly broken away, one end
‘having been passed through the wick-tube of |

"a lamp and in the act of grasping the end of
a wick. Fig. 4 shows the threader after hav-
2¢ ing been drawn partly back out of the tube,
the end, with the wick held firmly therein,
having entered the said tube. Kig. o shows

a modification of the form of the ends of the

~ strips, representing barbs or points.

20 . As shown in Fig. 1, ¢ and b are two strips
| of metal, formed alike, save that the former

is slightly shorter than the latter, held to-
~ gether, as shown, by two rivets, ¢.  The four
. ends of these strips are each brought to an
3¢ edge and slightly turned inward to better en-

“able thein to hold onto the wick. The strips

are slightly curved, so that the adjacent ends
~ stand away from each other, and when pressed
together, the strip a being shorter than the
40 strip b, the inturned ends of the former will

close inside of the inturned ends of the latter,

as shown in Fig, 4. The strips are bowed at
the middle together, forming a loop or finger-
. rest, d, to better enable the operator to hold on
45 tothe threader while pulling the wick through
the tube. o | -
| The narrower end of the threader, as shown
~in Fig. 2, is designed to be made of such width
~ as to pass between the two toothed wheels e,
zo commonly employed in lamps to raise the wick
- when itis passed through the tube ¢g. Inlarge
lamps sometimes three wheels are employed to
raise the wick, on account of which I make the

other end of the threader broader and slot 1t {

L |

bers, a, of thethreader being made shorter than

‘but not cut. -

joined in the deseribed manner, whereby the

| of metal a and b, held together by rivets ¢ ¢,

( to avoid the middle wheel, as shown in the 55
same figure, when passed through the wick-

tube. o |

When being used the threader is passed
through the tube g, as shown in Fig. 3, and
the end of the wick & placed between the in-
turned edges. By drawing the threader back-
ward out of the tube the ends holding the
wick will be pressed together as they approach
and are drawn within the walls of the tube,
causing the nipper-shaped edges to become
sunken or embedded in the fiber of the wiek,
as shown in Fig. 4. This causes the threader
to hold firmly to the wick while the latter is be-
ing drawn through the tube. One of the mem-

70
the other, as above described, causes the 1n- |
turned edges to pass each other when brought
together, so that the wick, when grasped by
them, as shown in Fig. 4, will be firmly held,

_- 75
Tfig. b shows the intarned edges formed 1nto

teetll or points, which form may enable the

threader to hold more firmly to the wick.

The threader may also be made of one piece
of metal baving but one operating end and
bowed at the other similar in form to the ordi-
nary sugar-tongs. -

1 claim— | -

1. A lamp-wick threader consisting of two
similar strips of metal, ¢« and b, each bowed
at the middle and held together by fasteners
¢ ¢, the end of each strip being each brought
to an edge and turned inward or toward the

30

adjacent end of the other strip, substantially
as shown.

g0
2. Alamp-wick threaderconsisting of strips
of metal ¢ and b, held together by rivets ¢ ¢,
the ends of said metal strips being brought to
edges and turned inward, said strips being |
95
said inturned edges pass each other when
brought together, substantially as deseribed.
3. A lamp-wick threader consisting of strips
the ends of said metal strips being brought roo
to edges and turned inward, substantially as |
shown, two adjacent ends of said strips form-
ing the threader being made broad and bifur-
cated, substantially as set forth. -
- R N. N. GORDON.

Witnesses:
E. B. WHITMORE,
M. D. PHILLIPS,
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