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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ELISHA S SNYDER, a

~citizen of the Umnited States, residing at Sny-

der’s Milis, in the county of Jefferson and State
of West Virginia, have invented a new and

‘useful Improvement in Harvester Guard-Fin-
gers, of which the following 1s a full, clear,and

exact description, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, forming part of tms

Speclﬁcatmn

- My invention relates to guard-fingers for |

reapers and mowers, and has for its object a
saving of time 'usually required for grinding
sickles.

My invention-consists in a sectional guard-
finger constructed with two reversible plates,

edch having two catting-edges, the said plates
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being qrranged '‘to engage with the sickle.
knives, and held in'po&,ition by a removable
top section, also provided with beveled edges,

which may be utilized Dy inserting a sickle
having inverted knives, as will be lwrenmfrer |

more fally described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view with the top section removed;
IFig. 2, a side view, partly in section; I'ig. 3,
a cross-view, partly sectional; Fig. 4, a per-
spective view of one of the plates, and Fig. b
a view-of front end of top section.

A répresents a guard-finger for a -barvester,

having a removable top section, @, which in-
closes the upper surface of the sickle-lmivas.

‘Arranged underneath said seetion, and held

down in position by the same, are a pair of
two-edged plates, b b, which have their rear
ends dovetailed between a small central lug,
¢, antl two broader side projeetions, ¢/, and
their forward ends embedded in rectangnlar

recesses d in the said finger, so that by lifting |
two-edged invertible plates and a removable

the forward ends up the plates may be easily

withdrawn, inverted, and returned to position.

‘The ]}ldt(:‘b bare made tapering, tocorrespond
with the shape of the finger, and each has 1ts
two cutting-edges beveled upon opposite sides,
so that either cutting-edge, no matter which
side of the plate 1s nppetmmt shall be adja-
cent to the cutting edge of the sickle, It will
be seen, ther (,ture, llmt the plates are not re-
1ersnblv from side to side, bat sm}ply inverti-
ble upon one side each, which is the only

“method by which four 'W'*ulable cutting- edﬂ*es
~ could be provided.
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The rear ends of said plates, upon each edge,
are provided with two oppositely-beveled re-
cesses, 0 0%, one in front of the other, 80 that

‘ment.

when the plate lies upon either side the hind-
most bevel on the inner edge and the fore-
most bevel on the outer edge shall dovetail
between the central lug, ¢, and either side pro-
jection, ¢/. The said cuttmg-edges are to be
ground, and when the harvester is 1n use, to
avoid the loss of time by grindiug sickles, the
said plates need only to be inverted, to do
which requires only the removal of 'screw e,
which holds down the top section, a. This
section is provided with lugs or stationary

pins ¢ on its under surface, which fit into re-

cesses in the finger and Kkeep it from turning
upon the screw. It is further provided with
a bevel, a’, and recess a®on its forward end,

' which engage with a beveled lag, a*, and pm

«’> on the upper end ot the finger, whereby 1t
is kept from either vertical or lateral move-
The edges of this top section, which
are adjacent to the sickle-knives, are beveled
on the upper side, so as to form cutting-edges,
whieh may be utilized by inserfing a sickle

| having its knives inverted, by which additional

cutting-edges are pmwded and contact of the
sickle mth sand and earth is avoided.

In this manner, by having two sickles only,
one with inverted knives, a harvester may be
run two or three times as long between the
orinding of sickles as could be done withont
such a device; besides, there need be no delay
for that pm]}ose durlnn* the hours devoted to
labor.

I am aware that a harvester guard-finger

having a removable top plafe has before been

used. T therefore do not claim such a feature,
broadly; but =~

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

i. A guard- ﬁugcr provided with a pair of

upper plate having beveled edges, said parts

being constructed and arranged substantially

as. shown and deseribed, .-;I,Hd for the purpose
set; forth.

2. In a guard-finger, a palr of invertible
pl.:ttes, b, having their cutting-edges beveled

- upon opposﬂ:e sides, and provided at their rear

ends with two oppomteh* -beveled recesses, b 07,
in combination with central lug, ¢, and mda
projections, ¢/, substantially as shown and de-

sceribed.
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