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To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, FraNcIS (0. MINOR, a

~citizen of the United States, residing at New

IO

o |

Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of

Lounisiana, have invented certain new fmd use-

ful Imprm ements in Seals for Cars and other
Purposes; and I do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the 1nvention, such as willenable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and

‘use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to lettel s or figures

 of reference marked thereon, Wh]Ch fm m a p'“wt

of this specification. -
- This Invention is designed as an unprme-
menton the baggage- seal shown and described

- 1n Letters Patent granfted to William Weiss,

No. 233,052, dated October 5, 1880.

Tn the praetleel working of the above-named
device cerfain difficulties have been. encoun-

- tered, tirst, as to the manufacture, and, second,
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the effectnal seal; s and the ebJeet of the pres-
ent 1mpr0vemente 1S te remove theee difficul-

ties.’

cars and other purposes in the combination,
with the body of the ehachle or strip pr ovuled

with one or more slots, of the tongue of a given .

length to be passed through one of said slots
for folding and twisting to form a knot, with
an extension of the ma,tenal beyond the fold
and twist for 1ece1v1ng an 1mpresswn -charac-
ter.

My invenfion also consists in the seal-blank

for frei ght-cars and other purposes, consisting

of the strlp of metal having at one end a slot

and at the other end a tongue with one of 1ts

longitudinal edges flush with the edge of the

- body of the strip, as an improved article of
40

manufacture.
Figure 1 of the dmwmws 18 a representation,

" in perspective, of the blank before bending.
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Kig. 2 1s a perspective view of the seal, show-'
ing the tongue passed through the slot, folded'
and marked. Tig.3is a samllar Vlew, show--|

ing the seal eomplete and numbered. Fig. 4

is a perspective view of the blank, showing

two or more slotsin the body: thereef Figs. 5
and 6 are views showing the curved orronnded
shoulders of the tongue.

In the annexed drawm gs, forming a part of

My invention con81sts in a Se’ll for frewht—_

1

thisspecification, theletter A represents blanks
made of narrow strips of fin or other suitable
material, one end of which is provided with

one or more narrow slots, a, and the other end

{ with atongue, b; also, another slot, ¢, may bé
formed near the shoulder portion of the tongue,
as seenin Fig.4of thedrawings. These blanks,
as shown, are struck up or formed by means
of dies in such a manner that there is little or
no loss of stock in the manufactare of them.
It will be observed by reference to the draw-
ings that the tongue portion b of the blank or
strip is about one-half of the width of the body,
so that the other half or portion will form the
tongue of the next or succeeding blank, and

that one edge of the tongue i1s flush 'mth one

edge of the body. The shoulders of the tongues
are beveled or curved, so as to re-enferee the
metal at these points, .:md constitute a bind-
ing action when drawn home through the slot.
The blanks thus manufactured are shipped in
a compact form fo the user.
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To effect the seal

the tongue b of the blank or strip, now termed

“gseal-shackle,” is inserted in one of the slots

a, which is a little larger than the width and

thickness of the tongue,and through the same,

and the projecting portion beyend the slot is
folded and twisted at right angles thereto,
substantially as seen in Fig. 2 of the draw-
Ings.

ends of which are provided with fixed or re-

volving dies, so as to produce any desired num-

ber, letter, or character,and, likewise, the fold-
ed and twisted portion is crimped and pressed
with the same number, letter, or character,
substantially as seen in Fig.3 of the drawings.
Also, the same operation which impresses the
character upon the fold compresses the tripli-
cated metal rigidly in place.

seal., -

The crimping or pressing ot the tongue by
means of pinchers, in the manner as herembe-
fore described, causes a portion thereof to be
raised or depressed, thereby preventing the

withdrawal of the same through the slot, and

thus protecting the freight-cars from tampera
ing without disclosing the fact. |

|||||

The projecting end ot the tongue isnow
crimped by means of a pair of pmchers, the

Sometimes the
body of the blank will be impressed with the
same number, letter, or character as the tongue.
portion, 8o as to preberve the identity of the'
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taining the seal once destroyed at tlu_, fold or

p 241,399

Theobjectof foldingand twisting the tongue
portion of the l)hnk in the manner herembe-

fore shown and described is for the purpose of
making the material constituting the seal

proper to break readily when tampered with.

In thisconnectionit will be observed thatthe
operation of compressing rigidly the fold in the
tongue weakens the grain of the metal at the
turn of the fold, the result Leing that should
the extension of the fold meet with an obstruc-
tion sufficient to materially disturb the fiber
of the metal it will break off at the first fold
from the end, leaving a fold of double thick-
ness in the metal, the security of the seal De-
Ing preserved, since the double fold of metal
remaining in the tongue prevents the seal from
slipping apmt

It will also be observed that the tongue con-

twist the seal-blank cannot beused again. The
slotsin the body of the blank permit Cof adjust-
ment,

In the manufacture of these blanks, which
arestruckupor formed by dies,aseries of num-
bers, 1 to 12, representing the months in the
year, and 1 to 31, representing the number of
days n a month, are 1mpressed in the m{.,tdl
as seen in Kig. 1 of the drawings.

The object of impressing the numbers indi-
cating the months and days upon the blank
atter the freight-caris locked and sealed, is to
punch out by a suttable instroment the num-
ber corresponding to the order of the month

and the date of the month. TFor example,

9—928 will indicate that the earleft the station
September 28, thereby indicating to the rail-

road officials the time of tmnsport%twn and
1t can also be checked at intermediate tra,ub

fer stations for the purpose of giving the dates
of arrival and departure. |

It 1s obvious that the names of the months
may besubstituted and impressed on the blank
in leu of the figures 1 to 12, indicating the
same,

What I claim asmyinv ention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a seal for iremht cars and other pur-
poses, the combmatlon with the body of the
shackle provided with 011e or more slots, of the
tongue of a given length to be passed through
one of sald blOt‘% for folding and twisting to
form a knot, with an extenslon of the mateual
beyond the fold and twist for receiving an im-
pression-character, sabstantially as debclibed

2. As an IIII[)POVLd article of manufacture,

| the seal-blank for freight-cars and other pur-

poses, consisting of the strip of metal having
at one end a slot and at the other end a tongue,
with one of its longitudinal edges flush with
the edge of the bmh of the strip, as shown and
described.

In testimony whereof L affix iny signatore in
presence of two witnesses.

FRANCIS O. MINOR.

Witnesses:.
W. L. McCORKLE,
CHARLES H. THOMAS.
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