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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, ALGERNON GILLIAM, of
Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
Improvements in Harness-Saddles, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of saddles
which are hinged or jointed at the middle, n
order that they may adaptthemselves to backs
of various forms and sit easily thereon.

The invention consists in a check-hook pro-
vided at its ends with lips or shoulders to ett-
oage with the metal side plates in order to
keep the partsin their proper positions, 1n pro-
viding the hook having a narrow base or bar
with a transverse opening or mortise, which
nermits the connecting-strap to be passed
through the hook and the side plates to be
broughtagainst the hook close togetherat their
ends, and in the combination of the side or top
plates having flanges on the under side along
their edges and a connecting-strap seated 1n
their under sides and connected firmly to them,
all as hereinafter described. |

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
my improved saddle; Fig. 2, a longitudinal

vertical section through the center of thesame; |

Fig. 3, a side or edge view of the check-hook.

A A represent the pads, made in any ordi-
nary or suitable manner, and preferably cov-
ered and connected at the upper ends in the
usual manner, as shown.

B represents the check-hook, having its up-
per portion made of ordinary form, buthaving
its base in the formof a bar with a transverse
slot or opening, «, throungh the same, and with

projecting lips or shoulders & on the sides at
cach end.

The base or bar of the hook should
be made as narrow as possible consistent with
the required strength, in order to admit of the
side plates being arranged near together at
the inner ends. This hook is seated loosely
upon the connection between the pads, and 1S
secured in place mainly by a strong leather
strap, C, passed through it, as shown.

D D represent two metal plates, cach having
depending flangescalong its edges, and a loop,
d, at the lower end, the loop being, however,

of secondary importance and susceptible of

change ormodification. The platesare shaped
to conform to the back of the saddle, and are

arranged one on each side, with the upper end |

| covering and concealing the strap G, and fit-

ting closely againstthe side of the check-hook
between the lips or shoulders thereon. The

upper ends ‘of the plates are secured to the

strap and the pads by means of screws d/, as
shown. Theyare also secured to the saddleor
pads by means of the terrets and of the SCrews
A’ in the lower ends, as shown. 'Lhe screws
unite the plates, strap, and  pads securely.

The strap serves as a strong, but at the same

time very flexible, connection between the two
sides of the saddle, and also serves to hold the
hook in its place. The hook, by means of 1ts
lips or shoulders, serves to prevent the plates
from shifting laterally, and thuas keeps the
parts all in their proper relative positions.

If desired, the strap may be extended down-
ward within the plates, to receive the shanks
of the terrets and the lower fastening-screws
or the terrets alone. |

The loopsatthe lower ends of the plates may
be omitted or they may be made 1n separate
pleces.

The saddle may be changed and modified as
desired in the features which are not of my
invention, and in the latter any changes de-
sired may be made, provided the construction
and mode of action are retained in substance.
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It is to be noted that the base of the check- -

hook consists of a single bar, quife narrow and
flat at the sides. This construction 1s Impor-
tantin that it permitsthe ends of the metal side
plates to be brought snugly against the sides
of the hook and near each other—a result which
cannot be secured with hooks having wide
bases or side projections.

It is also to be noted that in my
connecting-strap passes beneath the side plates,
between the plates and pads, whereby the strap
is the more effectually protected and secured,
and lowered close tothe upperends of the pads,
so as to give greater flexibility to the saddle.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18— -

1, In a harness-saddle having side plates,
the check-hoolks constructed with a narrow cen-
tral base-bar and the shoulders extending lat-
erally from the ends of said bar, whereby the
hook is adapted to retain the platesin position,
and the bringing of the said plates nearly to-
cether at their inner ends 1s permitted.

9. The combination of the shouldered hook,

saddle the
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the metal plates engaging therewith, and the
connecting-strap, as deseribed.

J. The combination of the pads, the metal
side plates provided with the flan ges on theun- |
der side, and the connecting-strap seated in
the under sides of the plates, between the
platesand pads,and secured thereto, as shown.

4. In a barness-saddle, the combination of
pads, metallic platesflanged on the undersides
and mounted above the pads, a check-hook lo-
cated between and engaging with the plates,
and a connecting-strap, arranged as shown, to
anite the plates and secure the hook.
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5. The combination of the pads, the flanged
metal plates upon the pads, the intermediate I
check-hook adapted to receive the connecting-
strap and shouldered to engage with the plates,
and the connecting-strap passed through the
hook and secured at its ends to the plates and
pads, as described and shown.

ALGERNON GILLIAM.

Witnesses: .4
UHAS. L., SHRIVER, -
PETER CARR.
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