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" nations of the floor pieces and rails constitut-
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' - underside of theborder-pieces,forming a dove-
~tailed joint therewith. TFig. 7 represents a.

‘Be it known that 1, JAGOB RING, of the
thy of Brooklyn, in the. county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented a new

and useful Improvemeut in Portable Floors,

Walls, and Ceilings, which improvement is
fully seb forth and illustrated in the following
spouﬁoatlon |

My invention relates to improvements in
portable floorings, wainscots, walls, and ceil-

‘ings, and to an improved method of laying and

erecting the same; and the objects of my im-

~provemnents are to provide a portable floor,
- wall,or ceiling which may be removed at ploa&,-

ure w1thout injury to the under surtaco against
which the said floor, wall, or ceiling is secured.
I attain these objeots by means of the combi-

ing the devices illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—
Figurelisa planofado ublo-ﬂdn oged T-1 ail of

on) suitable material—preferably brass, iron,
~or galvanized iron—of any length best suited
1o the length of the room in which such floor,

wainscot, wall, or ceiling is to be oonstruotod

Figs. 2 and 3 reprosent respectively, a cross- |

sootion of said strip, rail, or grooved batten,
and a side elevation of the same. Xig. 4 rep-

‘resents a cross-section of two pieces or sections
of the floor, wainscot, wall, or ceiling, showing

the manner of joining the- same together bv.
means of the grooved rail or batten. Fig. 5

‘represents, in plan, asection of the ﬂoor, waln-
. scot, wall, or oollmﬂ as laid down, showing in

dotted_ Imob the direction of the. strlps, rails,

- or grooved battens, and the border-strips held
j--by the grooved sbrlps

‘The lateral ends of the
pieces are directly united to each other, in the
usual manner, by a tongoo and groove, Iig.
6 represents a grooved strip to-be let into tho

side elevation of said strip, and Kig. 8 repre-
sentsthe manner in which it is let into the un-
der sides or bottoms of said hmdor or wain-

scot pieces.

‘The tesselhxted seotlons mav be of dny Con-

venient size and shape, preferably squares or
parallelograms, and may be constructed of iron

or any suitable material, but preferably of

. wood, vamegated in dlﬂ"olont colors or orna-
A _mented to sult any partloular taste '

l

lines of T -rails.

The grooved rails or battens may be affixed

to-the floor, wainscot, wall, or ceiling in any

sunitable manner, preferably by scerews, which
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should be inserted through butone side of the

lower flange of the rail, tho said rails thus be-

ing capable of removal laterally atterone line

of the slabs has been WIthdI‘ﬂWﬂ, and which
also enables the adjacent line of slabs to be lat-
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erally withdrawn, so that the whole structure

can be removed without destroying or defac-
ing the permanent floor, wall, or ceiling.
work, except the Iayiog the Strips and adj ust-
ing the pieces or sections, may all be done at

‘the shop. An unsightly room can thus be
converted into a handsowme apartmnent.

The dovetailed strips shown in Iigs. 6,
and 8 are preferably used for border- pleoes,

-tho T-rail battens being used for the main sec-

tions of the flooring, Wa,insoot-, wall, or ceiling.
These battens,like the T-rails, may be made of
any suitable metal, and are, like them, affixed
to the supports of the wainscot or border
pieces in any suitable manner, preferably by
SCIews, and are secured mdepondeutlv of the
By this means all the pieces,
as well as the borders, may be made of any nec-

‘essary width and may be removed, together

with their battensorrails, without dof&omg any
permanent floor, wall, or celling previously
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laid or used. It thus appeaxo that when the "

floor, wall, or ceiling 1s thus laid, all the bat-

tens are concealed from view, all the fioor or

other pieces presenting an unbroken surface

to the view, and forming a strong and dura-

ble floor, wall, or ceiling, and at the same time

casily and speedily removed when occasion

requires, leaving intact the old floor or walls.

In completing the floor, a tongue of a single

piece or section about a foot in length is omit-

ted, and this section 18 secured by two SCrews

tire floor or celling. = -
I am aware that it is not new to secure tes-

sellated flooring by means of single flanged
“T-strips of wood, and also by meauns of double
dovetail strips lald in some plastic material ; :

but the metal grooved or dovetailed rail. usod

by me, and my double-flanged T-rail with

broad base, both furnish meaus for quickly an d
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| ond forms a key for the removal of the on-_-

95

100

much moro securely fastening, as well as much
‘more quickly and readily removing, the port-
| able floor devised by me, and the oombmauon;“--;--'-*'e
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of the said main and border pieces constitutes
a practical and serviceable portable floor or

wall, the want of which has long been felt in

Iny experience, and never, to my knowledge,
heretofore successfully put in use.

It 1s obvious that the dovetailed strips for
the border-pieces, being set at right angles to
their next adjacent T-rails, cannot be dis-
pensed with, and form with the T-rails neces-
sary elements for uniting the main and border
pieces. | |

Having thus fully described my said im-
provement, as of my invention I claim——

1. A portable floor, wall, or ceiling composed

of a series of pieces of wood or other suitable |

material, preferably. in squares or parallelo-

grams, united to each other and to their under |

T

surface or supports by means of a rail whose
cross-section when laid is that of an inverted
T—that is, an upper and lower flange united
by avertical web—the wholearranged substan-
tially as described, as and for the purposes set
torth. |

2. In combination with the main pieces

~of a portable floor or wall, shaped and fastened

as described, portable border-pieces united
thereto as described, and secured to the per-

manent walls or floors by grooved metal strips

of a dovetail cross-section, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.
- JACOB RING.
Witnesses: .
J. H. SMITHERS,
C. G. RITTER.
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