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- Toall whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RICHARD HEPFINGER
of Silver Creek, in the county of Oheuteuqus

and State of New York, have invented 2 new

and useful Improvement in Tack-Hammers, of
which the following is a specification, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings. .
| ThlS invention relates to an improved con-

struction of a hammer for drwmcr tacks and

10

similar small nails.
 The object of this invention is. te do awsy.

~ with the necessity of holding the tacksin place

with the fingers, or partly msertmg them by

_ hand into the substanceinto which they are to

| 15.

_the tacks.

be driven, which operation is very disagreeable
and inconvenient, ewmn* to the shortness of

My invention consists in prm*ldmﬁ* a tack-

':'hammer with a pair of jaws, between which

the head of the tack is clamped and firmly

- held in driving the tack, and with a releasing

device, whereby the Jaws are-separated whenh_"

 “the tack is driven sufficiently to enable it to

25

tack ; also, of the pELI'thlJ.chI‘ construction and

‘remain in position when the hammer is with-
drawn, thereby enabling the hammer to be

raised without removing the partly-driven

- eombmatlen of the parts constifufing my im-

o

proved hammer, as mll be hereinafter ful]g;r
set forth.
In the accompanying drewmgs, Figure 1 1s

a side elevation of my improved tack- hammer

- Fig. 2is a similar view, partly in section. Fig.

35

45

3 is a sectional elevetmn, on an enlarged se&le,’

‘of theclamping-jawsand releasing device. Fig.
- 41is a bottom-plan view thereof. Fig. 5 1s a
. cross-section in line z #, Fig. |

3.
Like letters of reference refer to like parts

o ' in the several figures.
- 40
- the tack-hammer.

A represents the hsndle, and B the he"bd of

b is the face of the head, formed in the usual
way, at one end of the head and O IS 4 remov-
rthe sleeve attached to the opposlte end, 0, of
the head B by means of a screw-thread formed
in the inner side of the inner end of the sleeve,

 and engaging with an external screw-thread

- formed in the end ¥ of the head B.

DD 1epresent the two clamping-jaws, piv-

ing lags, d formed on the face of the end b’ of
the head, and projecting with their outer ends
through a slot, ¢, in the end of the sleeve C.

The outer ends of the jaws D are each pro-

vided with an angular recess, f, on their inner

sides,in which the head of the tack is clsmped i

as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
g is a spring, arranged between the Jaws D D,
for holding the same frpart his asliding loop,

- which surrounds the inner ends of the jaws

D D, and which serves to close the jaws when

the loop is moved outward, and which permits.

the jaws to separate under the action of the
spring g when the loop is moved toward the
fulerum of the jaws.

i is a spring, which is interposed between
the loop & and the end b’ of the head of the

hammer, so as to press the loop outward, and.

k is a push-rod, which 1s attached to the loop
h, and extends euthrd thwuﬂ'h a hole in the
eud of the sleeve C. The outer end of the

push-rod & is bent so as to clear the jaws, and
P provided with -a knob, &'.

The. latter 1s ar-
ranged at such a distance in front of the ends
of the jaws that the point of the tack which

‘is held between the jaws projects so far beyond
the knob that the tack can be driven into the

wood or other material sufficiently to give it a
firm hold before the face of the knob £’ strikes
the wood, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

By pressing against the knob k' the jaws are
‘separated, when the head of the tack is intro-

duaced between the jaws. The knob %’ is now
released, when the jaws close and clamp the
head of the tack between them in their angu-

lar recesses f. The tack is now firmly attached

to the hammer, and can be readily driven
wherever it may be desired/ In driving the
tack the point thereof first enters the ebject
sufﬁclently to give the tack a firm hold 1n the

same, when the knob %' strikes the object,
thereby opening the jaws and releasing the

tack. The hammer is then reversed and the

tack driven home by applying the face b of the

driven overhead in a ceiling, or in other places__ RO

hammer. In this manner tacks can be readily

which are difficult of access.
I claim as my invention-—
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1. The combination, with the head of a tack o ”

. so. oted with tllelr inner ends between two plojeet | hammer, of the pwoted clamping-j Jaws D D a IQG S




spring, g, tendmg to open the jaws, a loop, &, | push-rod %, and spring ¢, arranged within the

and sprmg 1, tending to close theJaws, and a | sleeve C, the jaws DD and the push-rod k pro- ro
push-rod, &, whereby theloop i can be released, | jecting through the sleeve, substantially as set '
thereby permlttmg the jaws to open, snbstan- forth,

tially as set forth. RICHARD HEPFINGER.
2. The combination, with the head B of a Witnesses:

tack-hammer, of the hollow sleeve C, provided | J. M. SwirT,

with slot e, plvoted Jaws D D, sprm g, loop h, GEO0. B. MILLARD.
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