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- .. Be it known that I, WiLLIAM P. GREEN, of
- Rushville, Indiana, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fence-Locks, of which

5 the following is a specification. . -

- My invention relates to improvements in
fence-lock by means of wire, which is passed

ends of the rails of a

- worm or straightrail fence, the endsof the wire

- sired tension Ly twisting.

10 being looped together and brought to the de-

- I am aware that heretofore fences have been

- locked bypassing wire around the rails s but they

" "havebeen objectionable, becauseof the method
.15 0f tightening the wire, which is done either by

.7 .using the top rail or a. wooden lever. ‘The first

" be on the wire.

' o 18 objectionable for the reason that it is im-
=7 possible to make the wire of just such length

- that when the rail is passed through it from
s 20

the opposite direction and tarned to1ts proper
place on the fence the desired tension will
- The second is objectionable
- for the same reason, with the additional ones,

~first, when the rails become dry the shrinkage

- Figure 1 is a perspective section of worm-|

s

causes the tension on the wire to slacken and
. the levers drop to the ground. It is further
~ objectionable becanse of its unsi ghtly appear-
~ance caused by the projecting ends of the
. wooden levers, S o -

"~ The object of my invention is to provide a
- means for locking rail-fences in such manner
as to prevent them from being blown down by

o ~wind-storms or thrown down by animals. I
aftain this object by the mechanism illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, in which—

fence, showing the manner of locking by my
. Iig. 21s a view-embodying.._ my de-
~ Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
-out both views. S .

- The lock is formed by 'pas:sing the wire D

- around the projecting ends of the rails' A A
A” of a fence, as shown in Fig.1. Theends of
the wire D are then securely fastened together
by loops a b, Fig. 2, and is then contracted or

~ tightened on'therails A. A’ Aby inserting a bar
- between theu

pper surface of the topmostrail,

| times around, thus forming the

|

]

| or less during the first two or three y

‘in which is employed a wiré lock havin oy

4, and the wire D, and turning it one or more |

twi_st C and 3o

- In this invention it will be seen that the
wire is first carried loosely around the crossed
or interlapped ends of the rails in such man-
ner as to provide an open end or loop above 55
the top rail of the fence. The ends of the

wireare then united rigidly together,as shown,

at the side of the fence, below the top rail, so
that the fastening or interlocking eves a o/
and the twists b b will be entirely out of the way 6o
and not interfere with the subsequent twisting
of the wire in locking the fence. Through
the open end or loop, provided at the upper
end of the lock, above the top rail, a lever or

bar is put, and by it the wire is turned, so as 65
to twist its .two parts together and form. the

twist G, which draws and locks the rails firmly
together. In forming the twist C that por-

tion of the wire around the twisting lever or

bar is preserved in an eye or loop, B, from 7o
which the said lever or bar may be readily
withdrawn, and again reinserted when de- -
sired. - A | |

In all worm-fences the rails will shrink Imore
| ears af- 7
ter being laid up. When this shrinkage takes
place my lock is easily shortened to adapt it
to the degree of shrinkage.. A lever or suit-
able bar is put through the eye or loop B,and.
one or more turns given to it, which increases 8o

‘the length of the twist C and draws the lock

tight to the rails. By this construction I dis-
pense with all wedges and other separate fix-
tures to adjust the lock to the fence.

I am aware of the patent to N. B. and T. & g
Gann, No. 195,503, dated September 25, 1877,
the
ends of said wire fastened together above the
top rail, and in which the tightening of the
lock is effected by a wedge driven between the 9o
rails; and I am further aware that it 18 not
new to tighten a wire clamp or fastening pro-
vided with hooks on its disconnected ends by
twisting a loop or eye previously formed at or |
near a pointcentrally between its hooked ends, 95
and 1 do not claim such constructions broadly =
as my invention; but . . o
Having described my invention, I claim— =




In a fence,the combination, with the crossed

or interlapped ends of the rails, of the wire
D, carried loosely around the rails,and having
its ends fastened together at the side of the

¢ fence, and forming an open end or loop above’
" the top rail, the said open end or loop being

then turned by a suitable lever or bar thrust |

T D ki s e .

. | o . 239.656

| 'through it into a twist, C, and loop or eye B,

“substantially as set forth, and for the purposes

specified. |

- _ WILLTAM P. GREEN.
Attest: o ' ' |
- - MaApison C. TINGLEY, -

. CHARLES H. PARSONS.
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