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To a,H, whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WirLLiAMm T. BURROWS
of Hast Dubuque, in the county of Jo Davlebs

and State of Illinois, have inv ented a new and
Improved Metal Sole for Boots and Shoes, of

which the following is 2 full, clear, and exact

description.

The objeet of this invention is to increase

the durability of the boot or shoe sole.

The invention consists of a plate of metal of
the shape of the sole, and. designed to be se-
cured thereon, made with pmallel cuts or slits,
that altermtely begin at the opposite edffes
and extend nmrlv across the plate, therebv

forming, 1n Lﬂecf,' a series of parallel end-con- |
nected cross-bars. |

Figure 1is a side elevation of a’ shoe Pro-
vided with the improved sole. Fig.21san en-

- larged plan of the metal sole in pldce on a shoe.
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Fig. 3 is an enlarged plan of a mmllhmtmn of
Lhe metal sole in place on a shoe.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-.

sponding parts.

Inthedrawings, A Ie[}IEbBIltb a metal plate,
plefelably sheet metal, having parallel cuts
¢ made across 1t, whl(,h cuts a, 1n alternation,

begin at the ommsne edge of said plate A and

: extend nearly across the same, and termm&te
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in small circular perfomtlons b, that are de-

signed to prevent the farther extenmou of said
OLItb «, because of the bending of the plate A
when in use. Said plate or sole A 1S secured
on the sole B of the shoe or boot C by screws
D, that are inserted through countersunk holes
c, made for that purpose in the said plate or

—li—

" soleA The metal remaining between the ends
of the cuts @ anid the edges of the sole A may

be left quite nfxrrowwth&t is, the cuts a can be
extended nearly across without causing the
metal to break or erack at those points, as the
bending of the sole A in walking will all be
throuﬂh the torsional springing or yielding of
each 01‘ the several bars d between the cuts a.
In Fig. 3 is shown a modification of the de-
Vl(,e, 11 Whlch the slits or cuts a are, at a short

distance from their outer ends, enlarged into

4.0
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narrow straight-edged openings, as bl]f)Wll at

f, and 8o e*s:tende(l to their termini, for the par-

pme of giving the sole A a better hold when
used on s]lpperb walks.

A metal sole thus coustructed is not 011]5.
very pliable and elastic, but it does not impair
the elasticity of the 1eather sole, B, to which 1t

18 applled

HdHIIg‘EhUSdeLIlbed my invention, I ¢laim
as new and desue to secure by Letters Pat-

enf—

A metal sole for boots or shoes having the
parallel cuts a alternately beginning at oppo-
site edges, extending :m,arly ACross smd sole,
and terminating in perfm ations b, substantially
as herein Shown and descubed said perfora-

| tions being designed to prevent the further ex-

tensioun, by cmcl{b or breaks, of tth said cuts
a, as set forth.

WILLIAM T. BURROWS.

. Witnesses:
- R. E. ODELL,
H. P. CAVERLY.
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