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To all whom 4t may concern:
- Be it known that I, EzrA J. BOWEN, a citi-

~ gzen of the United States, resident at Onawa, in

the county of Monona and State of Iowa, have
¢ invented certain new and useful Improvements

in Gate-Catches; and I do hereby declare the

following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

~tion of the invention, such as will enable others
- gkilled in the art to which it appertains tomake

1o and use the same, reference being had to the
© accompanying drawings, and to letters or fig-
ures of reference marked thereon, which form

a part of this specification, and in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device

15 in position. Fig. 2 is a view of the interior.

- This invention relates to latches for gates,
- The invention consists in the construction,
hereinafter described and claimed. o

20 In thedrawings hereto annexed, A 1s a cas-
ing, consisting of box B, having a cover and
tace, D, the latter having securing-flanges d d.
Near the center of box B is located the round

‘stud E, having hole ¢, and on & line with this
25 stud are placed the blocks F G, having inner

curved ends or faces, f and g, the whole form-
ing the annular seat H. The sides 1 1 of box

B are shortened at face D, forming the rabbets

h h. TFaceD hasthe slot K, which extends Dbe-
30 yond the rabbets./ h.

L L are duplicate catch-bolts, cousisting of i

~ stems [, with notches 2z, and heads ', with ex-

~ tension g projecting outwardly and. lugs » pro-
. jecting inwardly, the heads being beveled off

3¢ at w. These bolts are seated in box B with

their stems resting in seats and their heads
projecting-beyond the slotted face D.

M is an annulus having the spurs m m COI-

responding to noteches'z. When the bolts L |

are in place this annulus is put over stud 1, 40
resting in seat H, and the spurs m in notches 2.
The cover is put on and the whole held by a

bolt passing through a hole in the cover and

into hole ¢ in stud I&.
This device, as constructed, is placed in a 45

oate-post or other facing so that the bolts are

horizontal. | )

‘On the face of the gate is located a spring
or gravity lateh arranged so as to strike the
head of one of the bolts as the said gate closes. 5o

The catch described is intended for a gate
which swings both ways. -
~ Inopening the gate the latch thereon is with-
drawn from between the bolt-heads and the
oate swang in the desired direction.  On let- 55

ting go, the gate, operated by aspringor weight,

swings to, and the latch, riding up the bevel w
of the first bolt, forces said bolt in, and by
means of annulus M forces the other bolt out, -
which keeps the gate from passing the catch. 6o
The latceh thus caught presses aupon the lugs

2, bringing them in line and holding the bolts:

in their normal position, the rabbets & allow-
ing the necessary play in the operation.

This cateh ean be placed so as to hold a gate 63
open by locating it on a post to one side of the
gate-opening. | .

- What I claim 15—

Bolts L, having stems ! with notches 2, and
heads U, beveled off at w, in combination with 7o
annulus M, having spurs m, substantially as
described. o |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
o EZRA J. BOWEN.

Witnesses :. | : | |

H. A. KEACH,
C. H. ALDRIDGE,
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