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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, HAMILTON M CLEM-

- ENTS, a citizen of the United States, residing at |

Verona, in the county of Allegheny and State of

- 5. Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Bramble-Cuatting De-
vices; and Ldo hereby declare the following to
“be a fu]] clear, and exact description of the in-
ventwn, such as will enableothers skilledinthe

- 10 art to which it appertains to make and use the

~ same, reference being had to theaccompanying
- drawings, and to letters or fi cgures of reference
‘marked thereon, which form apartof this speci-
fication.
15, My invention rel&tes to an 1mproved devme_
for cutting down brambles, shrubs, and weeds.
With the devices heretofore general]y used
for these purposes great delay, pain, and an-
" noyance have been caused to the operator by

. 20 the brambles and poisonous vegetation falling

- upon him, becoming entangled in his clothing,
and laceratln o and poisoning his person.

- The object of this invention is to provide a

device with which the labor can be performed

25 easily and speedily, and in operating which

the user will always be the length of the han-

dle (several feet) away from-the brambles

which are being cut, thus preventing them

from falling upon hlm The operator 1s fur-

o - 30 ther protected by the action of the device

~ causing the brambles to fall away from him

when cut off. I attain these objects by the

device illustrated in the accompanymg draw-
ings, in which— |

' '3'5 Figure 1 is a plan view of the eomplete de-
- viece when closed. Fig. 2

is a plan view of the
complete device When open, with the top of
the point removed, so as to show a sectional
view horlzontfﬂly through the point at the

40 place where the cutting-knives are fastened

- to said point, and Fig. 3 is an edge view.
- Similar letters refer to similar parts in each
view.,
The shaft A is prowded with a V- shaped

4 ¢ head, B, which terminates at its outer end or

| apex: in. a sharp point, B/, which is curved up-
ward, as shown, so that it can be readily
'Shpped along the, surface-ground. The base
- or inner end of the head B extends outward

o from the sides of the shaft, so that it will fur-

nish a strong and substantlal support for the

the shaft.

knives hereinafter described. The base of the
head has formed in it the horizontal slot B?
within which are bolted the knives, as herein-
after explained. The slot B? may be formed by 55
having the upper portion, B3, made in a sepa-
rate plate and neatly fitted 1 in rabbets formed

in the head.

C O are pivoted blades, hawng their ends
placed in the slot B? and turning on pivots or 6o
bolts e. 'When the head is thrust into a clus-
ter of brambles the blades will close in-against
The pivotal ends, being entirely
concealed in the slot in the head, will not catch
on the brambles. The head will crowd the 65
brambles apart and the cutter can easily be
thrust any distance into the cluster.

The knife D is made V- shaped, with its base
placed in the slot B?, and its pomt Oor apex ex-
tended outward and along the shaft A, so that 7o
it presents inclined cuttmg -edges on opposﬂze

| sides thereof, 1t is fixed rlgldly in its place.

If the shaft be thrustinto a thicket of bram-
bles and then drawn back, the blades C C will
opén, as shown in Fig. 2, and they willcut all 75
befme them to the mmal position.

It will be seen that by reason of the pecu-

liar shape of the head B it can be readily thrust

into the thicket, whether 1t be pushed along
on the surface of the ground or at any given &o
point above the surfacé. The wide base of

‘and slot'in the head give perfect protection to

the ends of the knives when the device is be-

‘ing thrust into the thicket.

The operator, drawing the device. toward 85 '_
him and stepping back, will always be, while |

| cutting, the length of the handle from the cut

and falling brambles. The drawing of the de-
vice toward the operator also draws the butt
or ground ends of the brambles toward him, go
causing the tops to fall away from him, thus
always having the length of the handle be-

tween him and the brambles or poisonous veg-

etation, and they falling away from him com-
pletely prevents them from becommﬂ'entangled 95
in his clothing or lacerating or poisoning his
person.

In the bramble-scythe now generally in use.
the cutting-blade is entirely on one side of the
handle ox snead which causes wrenching and 100
twisting of the person of the operator, rapidly
exhausting hl]]l In my device there belug 2}
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blade on each side of the handle causes ““center

draft,” which renders the labor of operating

much - less fatigning. -
Having thus set forth the nature and pur-

poses of my device, I claim as my invention

and wish to secure by Letters Patent—

1. In a bramble-cutting device, the V-shaped
head B, having its point B’ curved upward,
and having in its rear end a slot or opening,
B? and the handle A, all adapted to hold the
blades C and D, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the shaft A, the V-

- shaped head B, having slot B2, and the blades
-C (, having their ends pivoted in the slot B2,

and opening laterally on opposite sides of the
shaft, substantially as and for the purposes

seb forth.

J. The combination, with the shaft having

[ a pointed head and the blades pivoted to the

head, of the fixed knife having opposite in- 2o
clined cutting-edges, arranged to operate sub-
stantially as described and shown.

4. The improved bramble-cutter, composed
of a shaft terminating in a pointed head, lat-
eral blades pivoted to the head and opening 23
automatically, and the fixed blade having cut-
ting-edges on opposite sides of the shaft, all
arranged to operate substantially as deseribed
and shown.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 30

presence of two witnesses.
HAMILTON M. CLEMENTS.

Witnesses:
J. A, McCoNNELL,
JOHN W. McDADE.
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