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Zo all whom it may concern :

'Be it known that [, WILLIAM BOWERS, of
Newark, in the eountv of Essex and SL.:lte of
New Jeleey, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Corset-Busks; and [
do herehy declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which 1t appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw- |

ings, and to letters of reference marked thereon
which form a part of this specification.

The objects of this invention are to enable
the wearer of the corset to which it is attached
to adjost and fasten the same with greater fa-
cility and neatness than have befme been pos-
sible, to 1ncrease the stiffness and strength of
the busks, and to reduce the cost of eon:-,tluet-
ing the corset by doing
fore necessary clasps.

The invention consistsin a corset-busk com-

bined with the inclosing-cloth in such a man-
ner that the parts can, by being interfolded
with one another, substantially as hereinafter
shown and desecribed, hold the parts of the
corset, to which they are attached together,
the usual curvature of the busk by which it
conforms to the shape of the body aiding ma-
terially in the fastening process.

It consists, further, 111 the combination, with
said 1nterfolding parts, of an arm _h.;wmg one
end pivoted upon the corset-steel and adapted
to pass over and upon said interfolding parts
to form a lock to hold the same in position.

It consists, further, in the combination, with
said interfolding parte, of a projecting pmtle
or lug upon the eteel on one slde of the busk
adapted to fall into engagement with a perfo-
ration 1n the steel upon the opposite side of
the busk, by which the parts of the busk are
prevented from sliding vertically upon one an-
other.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, in

which Slllllld?[‘ letters of reference indicate like

parts in each of the several figures, Figure 1
18 a sectional view of the busk on the linex
of I'ig. 3, showing the parts opened adapted
to be attached to the corset, the same being
disconnected, and showing the arrangement
Ifig. 2 is another cross-sectional

o away with the hereto-

[

view on line z z, illustrating the method of
combining tllem Ifig. 318 a pldll view of the
parts whet eormeeted, also showing the man-
ner ot operation of the pivoted arms d, which
bold the parts together more firmly, and also

showing the pinrle or Ing e, which prevents

the parts from sliding. IFig. 4 is a section of
FFig. 3, taken through line x . Tig. 5 is an-
other section of the same, taken through line
y ys; and g, 6 a longitudinal section, show-
ing the busks curved, and illustrating one
method of arranging the pintles and holes
therefor in the busk.

in carrying ont my invention I arrange the
steels a b ¢ with the covering f substantially
as shown in Ifig. 1 1o such & manner that they
can, by being lnter'feldul as shown in Figs. 2
end 4, hold the two parts ef the corset formmﬂ
the bmh together when upon the body of the
wearer, the Tasual curve of the steels whereby
they conform to the shape of the body pre-
venting the parts from becoming unfolded,
and thelebv detached. The busk b 1S eurred
preferably, near one end, and fits quite near,
edge to edge, to busk ¢, so that when it is
folded over onto busk ¢ the tendency of busk
b 1s to hold both busks fogether. If busk «,
which 1s connected to the edge of the other
section of the corset, is interposed between
busks b and ¢, so that they will interfold, the
tension of busk b will hold the two sections of
the corset together when applied to the body
of the wearer, without the aid of ¢lasps or fast-
enings such as have lheretofore been used.
The strength of this ¢ spring-fastening,” as it
may be termul can be increased by eurrmg
the busk e, qlthounh it may be straight, and
arranging the busks so that when pld,eed edu*e
to edge oue will be in reverse order to the other.
Still more satisfactory results are attained
when the busk a, attached to the opposite edge
of the corset, is carved like unto busks b and e.

it desued only busks ¢ and b may be used,
they being curved, as described, and it will be
found thet even they will have tension enough
to hold the two parts of the corset tonether

By constructing the busks as described I
not only have the strength resulting from one
busk buuﬂ' placed over or upon d,nother, as
heretofore but I also gain the additional great
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advantage of causing the busks themselves to
serve as the means for holding the sections of
the corset together.

Instead of curving the end busks, « and 0,
the busks next to them may be curved, and so
with any other two of the busks employed, the
object being to have one busk acted upon by
a spring-power that will hold the two busks
together.

The steels are pocketed or inclosed 1n the
manner shown in any suitable material.

It is evident that more or less steels than
are shown may be used effectively without de-
parting from the spirit or prineiple of the de-
vice, and that the manner of inclosing or pock-

eting the steels may be varied; and, again,

that whalebone or any other appropriate ma-
terial can be substituted for steel, this latter
feature being of great importance, as the steel
which hias been heretofore necessarily used for
busks is very liable to and actually does, when
in use, rust, and greatly damages and distig-

ures the corset and the clothing near the same,
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and, consequently, in the better class of cor-
sets it has been found necessary to cover the
steel with kid to obviate the above faults.

Should there be extreme cases where 16
would be deemed advisable to have additional
security to prevent the parts from becoming
separated, 1 have provided pivoted catches or
buttons d, formed, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
in such manner as to pass over and upon the
interfolding parts to form a lock and to pre-
vent them from unfolding, as will appear from
an inspection of the drawings.

To prevent the parts from sliding or work-
ing upon the body of the wearer,and to enable
them to be at once properly adjusted, I have
provided a pintle, ¢, riveted upon and project-
ing from one of the steels, between its edges,
and adapted to bereceived by a perforation n
the steel, between its edges on the opposite
section of the corset, said pintle being shown
in Figs. 3, 5, and 0. |

By this method of constructing the corset 1t !

will present a better appearance, stronger, the
steels not being weakened by perforations 1n
which to rivet the clasps, and all danger from

|

the breaking of the clasps avoided, and the
corset adjusted upon the body and removed
therefrom with great facility and ease.

Having described my invention, what I
claim 18—

1. In a corset having busks curved to con-
form to the shape of the body, the busks con-
structed as described and shown, and adapted
to be interfolded and held together, and the
corset, when in use, thereby kept in a closed
position by the pressure exerted fron within,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A corset having curved busks adapted
to interfold to hold the two sections together,
one of the busks being provided with a pintle
hetween its edges, and the other attached to

the opposite section of the corset,and provided

with an eye between its edges adapted tocon-
nect with the pintle to prevent the vertical
movement of one busk on the other, as and for
the purposes set forth. |

3. In a corset, the combination, with busks
arranged at or near the edges of the sections
of the corset, one or more of said busks being
curved and adapted to interfold with each
other to hold the sections together, of a ‘but-
ton, d, adapted to pass over and upon the 1n-
terfolding parts to form a lock to hold the
busks when interfolded, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. |

4. In combination, a corset having busks «,

0, and ¢, adapted to interfold to hold the sec-

tions together, as set forth, one or more ot the
busks being curved, a pintle, ¢, and corre-
sponding eye, and a button, d, adapted to turn
and fit over the busks when interfolded, sub-
stantially as set forth.

5. The method of uniting and fastening the
opposite sections of a corset by interfolding
the busks thereof, substantially as herein set
forth and shown. |
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing L go

have lhiereanto set my hand.
WM. BOWERS.

Witnesses:
OLIVER DRAKE,
CHARLES H. PELL.
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