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UnrteEp StaTis PATENT OFFICE.

EDWARD A. JENKS, OF NEWPORT, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

ORNAMENTAL CHAIN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 238,396, dated March 1, 1881
Application filed May 31, 1880. (No model.)

To a4l whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, XDWARD A. JENKS, of
Newport, in the county of Sullivan and State
of 1Tew Hampshire, have invented certain new
and useful- Improvements in Watch-Chains
and in Chains Used for the Purpose of Jew-
elry; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the inv entlou that will enable others skilled
in the art to Whi(}h 1t appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters and
ficures of reference marked thereon, which

- form a part of this specification.
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The same letters and figures of reference are
used to indicate the corresponding parts.

After describing the invention, its nature
and extent will be shown in the claims.

My invention relates to improvements in
watch-chains, and in ornamental articles used
as jewelry or otherwise, which are composed
of sections or links—as, for instance, a brace-
let or a necklace.

My invention consists of a chain _t.he links
of which are made to represent certain letters
of the alphabet, either plain or ornamental,
which, taken together, will indicate the name
of the owner, the name of the donor, or any
other name which may have an individual 1n-
terest to the owner of the chain; or they may
indicate or embody a sentiment, a poetical
quotation, a name, a historical event, or some
fact or matter of interest which has a particu-
lar meaning or significance to the wearer or
owner oi the chain. -

The links which compose this chain are not
necessarily made in the form of a letter. The
letters may be made within the slots of the
links. Theymay be made in relief, or they may
be made, in connection with the links, in any
other manner known to the art, and are capa-
ble of almost infinite variety.

A chain may be composed of links each of
which represents a bird, an animal, a set of
artisans’ tools, or anything which, taken fo-
oether, is only ornamental, and without spe-
cial significance or power to express distinct
thought or information or meaning when taken
as a whole; but I do not claim such a chain

so as any part of my invention.

|

Ior illustration: 1t is evident that a chain
composed of a miniature set of dentists’ im-
plements would do as well and be as appro-
priate for on¢ dentist as another, or a chain
the links of which represent a series of flow- g5
ers would be as desirable for one wearer as
for another; but a chain made as herein de-
scribed would be of no value, unless melted
up, except to its rightiul possessor. If lost or
stolen, the finder or the thief would be nnwill- 6o
ing to wear or hold in his possession a chain
the very links of which would be a continual
advertisement that he was not its rightful pos-
SESSOr.

In the accompanying drawings thereare two 65
figures, which represent two watch-chains of
different styles.

A B represent the chain, and B represents
the hook which 18 attached in either figure to
the watch, A being the lever by which the %o
chain is fastened to the vest button-hole.

C represents a short pendant, to which is
ordinarily attached a seal or some similar ar-
ticle. In the alternate links of the c¢hain A
B are seen the letters composing the name ¢ H. 75
A. Jenks,” and within the links of the pendant
are shown the figures denoting the present
year, ¢1380.” Hach letter of the name appears
only in the alternate links of this chain, be-
cause the letters can only be seen in the draw- 8o
ings in the alternate links; but if the letters
appeared in each link of the chain it is evi-
dent that it would- contain a name composed
of twice as many letters. |

In Fig. 2 a more elaborate and ornamental 8g
chain is shown. Upon a careful examination

there will be found artistically concealed with-

in the links of this chain the name ¢ Edward

A. Jenks.” In the pendant of Fig. 2 there are
also shown the figures ¢1880,” representing 9o
the present year of the Christian era.

Having now fully deseribed my invention
and all that pertains thereto, what I claim as
new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— 95

1. As a new article of manufacture, an or-
namental chain or other analogous article com-
posed of links or sections, the links or sec-
tions of which are constructed to exhibit let-

| ters, figures, emblems, or other characters, roo
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which, taken together, express some word or | nificance tothe wearer, or indicates ownership

words, date, character, name, or other matter
which conveys information or has special and
individual significance to 1ts possessor, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. A watch or other chain in or on the links
of whichis interwoven, engraved, orotherwise
placed or indicated a word, name, character,
or other matter or thing which conveys spe-

1o cial information, or which has a special sig-

| to its possessor, substantially as shown and

deseribed. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1

have hereunto set my hand and seal this 21st 15

day of April, 1380.
EDWARD A. JENKS.

Witnesses:
Evmyva M. FLANDERS,

CLARA M. ANDREWS.

[L. 8.}
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