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Lo all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, EDWARD H. FRAZIER,
of Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore and

State of Maryland, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Oyster-Cars; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the same.

My invention relates to oyster-cars for hold-
ing oysters in the shell when they are to be
subjected to the process of steaming.

The object of the invention is to produce a
car which will contain a larger quantity of oys-
ters within given limits of breadth and depth
than those now in use, aud at the same time
will expose them more uniformly to the action
of the steam within the steam-box,into which
the cars are run.

It consists of certain details of construction
hereinafter fully set forth, and specifically in-
dicated in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a plan
view; Hig. 2, an end view; and Fig. 3, a sec-
tion on the line ¥ y of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 shows a
modification of the axle.

Heretofore cars of this class haye been made
rectangular in cross-section, an« have been
supported upon wheels, which i1n that form
must come outside of the line of the side of
the car, and as the cars are run into a square
steam-box considerable space is lost, the same

being occupled by the wheels,which are be-

tween the side of the box and the vertical
plane of the outside of the car. It has also
been proposed to make such cars with rounded
bottoms, and it is well - known that cars for
other purposes have been made of such shape.
An oyster-car with a rounded bottom is shown
in the Patent ot Wells, December 7, 1880, No.
239,189, but made with closed sides and bot-
tom, and without any special arrangement of
the wheels and axles for economy of space.
The cars are made commonly of slats and
ribs, so as to be exposed to the action of the
steam within the box, and where the cars are
rectangular the oysters in the corners are more
exposed to the steam than those in the other
parts,and the heat 1s more irregularly applied.
In order to more uniformly expose the oys-
ters to the action of the heat,and at the same
time to economize space,l make the cars with
round or semi-cylindrical bottoms, as shown.

In building the cars I use at each end a |

| rib of angle-iron, bent in the form shown in

IFig. 2. Toone flange of each ot these irons a,
I rivet the longitudinal slats b, said slats ex-
tending from end to end of the car and form-
ing the sides and bottom thereot. Across the
ends I rivet other slats, ¢ ¢, bolting them to
the vertical lange of the angle-irons. These
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angle-irons therefore strengthen the body of 6o

the car, and at the same time atford very con-
venient means for the attachment of the slats.
At the middle of the car, to give increased
support, I place a corresponding rib, d, of T-
1ron, riveting the slats to it in the same man-
ner. At the proper point between the mid-
dle and the ends I place ribs made of plain flat
bars of iron e e, to which the axles are attached.

The axle shown in Iigs.2 and 3 is straight,
and to support the car thereon 1 have provided
a brace, f f,composed of a single piece of metal
bar with upturned ends, which ends are riv-
eted to the ribs e. The axle 1s bolted to these
bars at ¢ ¢, and to the bars and car-bottom at
h. This construction leaves a space for the

‘wheels & &k within the lines # «, which are

dropped frowm the side of the car, so that the
side of the car comes out close to the inner sar-
face otf the wall of the steam-box, thus econo-
inizing space, and at the same time permitting
me to use a wider tread of wheel than has here-
tofore been afforded. The wheels k are about
nine inches in diameter, and have a two-inch
tread, and run on a plain track, [
the form of axle shown, I may use that shown
in Kig. 4, it being bent to suit the form of the
car. The construction, however, Is more ex-
pensive than that deseribed above.

In order to increase still further the uni-
formity of application of the steam to the con-
tents of the car, I have run a steam-pipe, m,
longitudinally through the center. This pipe
1s open at the ends and perforated throughout
its length, to permit the ready escape of the
steam among the oysters. The slats are near
enough together to hold oysters and prevent
them from dropping through while they are
exposed to the action of the steam throughout
the entire mass of the shells. The angle-iron
and the T -iron which I use give sufficient
strength against the weight of the oysters and
their shells, and prevent spreading; but I may
also use the ordinary brace n across the center.

My cars can be more cheaply made than
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those heretofore used, are of greater capacity
for the same size of steam-box, and have been
found to operate better in the steaming of
oysters. It will be understood that they are
run into the box in the ordinary way.

I am aware that cars with rounded bottoms
supported upon wheels have been heretofore
known, and I do not broadly claim such car,
but limit myself to a ear for steaming oysters
of this shape and formed with open sides and
bottom, whereby the car is adapted, In con-
nection with the wheels, to obtain greater econ-
omy of space, and at the same time expose the
oysters more uniformly to the action of the
steam. |

I am also aware that perforated steam-pipes
have been commonly used for various purposes,
and that steam-pipes are shown in the patent
of Wells, above mentioned, to introduce steam
into the closed car, and I do not broadly claim
a steam-pipe, my invention being limited to
the centrally-arranged steam-pipe with perfo-
rations throughout its length, in combination
with the rounded car, whereby a more uniforn:
distribution of the steam is effected, and con-
sequently a more uniform action of the steam
upon the oysters is obtained, the steam from
the pipe acting from the center outwardly,
while the steam from the outside is acting to-
ward the center throngh the openings between

the bars.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim 18—

1. A car for steaming oysters, of the shape
shown, consisting of the end angle-irons bent
in a eircular form at the bottom, in combina-
tion with the longitudinal slats riveted to the
side flange, and the end slats riveted to the
vertical flange, and with the braced axle and
wheel, substantially as shown and described.

2. The combination of the flat bars ¢ ¢, the
brace f f, the axle ¢, and wheels k, with the
described car, having a semi-cylindrical bot-
tom, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with the car, having a
rounded bottom and openings in the sides and
bottom for the admission of the steam, of a
central perforated steam-pipe, m, as set forth.

4. A car for steaming oysters, having a
rounded bottom made open for the admission
of the steam on all sides, in combination with
the bent axle and wheels, whereby both uni-
formity in steaming and economy of space are
oained, substantially as deseribed.

I'n testimony wbereof I have signed my name
to this specificationinthe presence of twosub-
scribing witnesses.

EDWARD H. FRAZIEILR.
Withesses:

L. W. SDEELY,
. L. M1IDDLETON.
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