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To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. WASH-
BURN, a citizen of the Unlted States, residing
at West New Brighton, in the county of Rich-

5 mond, New York hmve invented a new and
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‘useful Improvement in Rar-Rings, ot which
. the following is a speclﬁcatlon

In the,. accompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 are side views of an ear-ring or ear-

10 jewel enlarged , llustrating this uwentlon the

same bemg shown in FKig. 1 closed, as when
worn, and -in Fig. 2 opened, as for removal
from the ear; and Figs. 3 and 4 are, respect-
1vely, a front view and a top view of the jewel.

setting which forms part of the pendant shown

in Kigs. 1 and 2.
The purpose of my invention is to SO con-

struct an ear-ring that the jewel, in its setting,

shall be supported in close contact with the
lobe of the ear, and the ear-wire be made
small and inconspicnous, and at the same time
be readily opened to insert in the lobe of the

~ear, without bending or straining any part of
the said ear-wire, the object belnﬂ' to have only

the jewel and its setting appear when the ear-

: 11110‘ 1S worn.

As hitherto constructed, the pendant of an
ear-ring has been mttached to the ear-wire by

- means of a ring soldered to one of the cramps
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that hold the jewel, the said ring projecting
outward from the said cram p, and being
linked with a similar projecting ring soldered
to the ear-wire. Thus two projecting rings are
interposed between the pendant and the lobe
of the ear, preventing the pendant resting in
actual or apparent contact with the lobe, which

last - mentioned condition is a desmeratum
among ladies of fashion.

I overcome the above-stated disadvantage
by substituting for the ring, usnally fastened
to and projecting from one of the before-men-
tioned cramps of the pendant, a straight or
slightly-curved bar, placed betﬁ een two ad-
joining cramps, at right angle to the. same, the
said bar projecting Sllﬂ‘ht]y or not at all be-
yond the outer circumference of the pendant,

and each end of the said bar being soldered |

to its respective cramp. I thus brmﬂp the
jewel in its setting as mueh nearer the lobe of
the ear as the dlameter of the ring for which

| the said bar is a substitute, as the pendant is

supported by the said bar passing through the
ring attached to the ear-wire.

In order to have the ear-wire small and un-
noticeable I construct it in two parts, the
sald parts being connected by a hinge-joint,
which readily permltb theear-wire to be opened
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and the ear-ring attached to the ear, render-

Ing unnecessary the considerable bending now

| unavmdabie with small ear-rings, which bend-
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ing soon breaks the ear—wwe, and causes an-

noyance and expvense.

Referring to the drawings, in Wh](}]l like let-
ters of reference indicate corresponding parts,
g 18 the jewel-setting, which constitutes the
metallic part of the penda,nt of the ear-ring.
J 1s the above-described bar. b is the hinge-
Joint connecting the two parts a and d, which,
together, form the ear-wire of the ear-ring, ¢
is the ring on the ear-wire through Whlch
passes the aforesmd bar to support the pend-
ant. ¢ 1s the catch of the ear-ring that secures
the upper end of the ear-wire When the latter
18 closed.

While the ear-ring is worn the pendant is

| supported elose beneath the lobe of the ear,

but so as to swing freely, as indicated in Fig.
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1, and the two solder-joints which attach the -

bar J render its connection very secure.

In removing the ear-ring from the ear, the
lower end of the hook- Shaped main part or
hook a of the ear-wire is sprung out of the
catch ¢, and the joint b then operates to per-
mit the catch end of the loop formed by the
ear-wire to be opened farther in the same di-
rection, to the extent indicated in Fig. 2, so as
to free the lobe of the ear readily. The joint
b 1s constructed " with a transverse horizontal
ax1s 1n order to afford this movement. It is
also constructed with a stop to limit this move-
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ment in order that the hook may be sprung

into catch. so as to be securely retained by 1ts
own elasticity, and the latter is preserved, to-
gether with the-shape and strength of the

hook by relieving the wire from strain by 95

means of said Jomt -

Having thus described my mventlon what
I claim as new, and dequ*e to secure by Liet-
ters Patent, 15—-—

1. In an ear-—rmg, a pendent jewel-setfing,
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¢, provided with a connecting-bar, f, between [ joint affords an additional movement-without
two of its cramps, substantially as herein de- | strain 1n the same plane, as specified, for the
scribed, for the purpose set forth. | purpose set forth. |

2. In an ear-ring composed of an ear-wire In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
g and a pendant, the within-described jointed | my hand and seal in the presence of two sub- 15
ear-wire, composed of two parts united by a | scribing witnesses.

hinge-joint having atransverse horizontal axis,  GEORGE W. WASHBURN. [L.8.]
and provided with the customary catch, ¢, on | Witnesses: _
one of the parts, the other part being adapted ADDISON W. WOODHULL,

10 to spring into and out of catch, while said | CHARLES G. LEWIS.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

