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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JOEN JOSEPH HENRY,

of Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have in-

~ vented certain new and useful Improvements

- 5 in Can-Openers; and 1 hereby declare the:

same to be fully, clearly, and exactly described

~ as follows, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawing, in which the said device is
1llustrated in perspective view. |

10 My invention relates to devices for opening

ordinary provision-cans, whether curved or

~ rectangular in eross-section; and it consists

- in a can-opener embodying a blade adjustably

- secuared to a flanged block and mounted upon

15 a suitable handle, the parts being constructed

~ and operating substantially as hereinafter set

forth. | - | -

In the drawing, A is a bar, by preference

- Square or rectangular in cross-section, and

20 having a number of indentations or depres-

sions, 4 a. At the end of the bar is a pin, C,

at right angles to the length of the bar, and

having a point, ¢, projecting in a line parallel

- to the axis of the bar. On the latter slides

25 the block I, which is clamped at any desired

point on the bar by means of a set-screw or

catch, ¢, which enters the depressions a, and

18 provided with a flange, E, on the rear lower

- edge. A blade, d, slotted, as shown at &/, is

- 30 adjustably and removably secured in a recess

in the face of the block by means of a set-screw,

- J. B is a suitable handle. The depressions

a are made at such distances from the pin C |

- that when the same is inserted through the
35 center of the can-head the blade d will run
- around in the edge of the countersunk part of
the can-head, and the flange E will rest out-
side the edge of the head. The depressions
- need, practically, be but three in number for
- 40 the standard one, two, and three pound cans.
In operation, in opening a cylindrical can, |

the block being properly adjusted, the point C

1s placed on the center of the can-head and

punched through the tin. The handle B is
then brought down to a horizontal position,
when the blade will rest near the edge of the

side of the can. The handle is then pressed
down and drawn to one side, causing the blade

| to cut through the tin and wholly or partly

around the head, as desired. The pin C serves
as a pivot, and the pin or point ¢ as a fulerum
to enable the user to press down the blade in-
to the tin. The flange B subserves an im-

45

' can-head, and the flange B will be on the out-

RO

portant end, as it accurately gages the cut of ¢ 5

the knife, and prevents it from moving irre-
gularly around shonld the tin tear at the cen-
ter hole.

With devices operating on the same general

principle as mine, but having no flange, the
head was liable to be cut up into a spiral, and
the central pivot-hole to be torn to a consider-
able size, rendering the removal of the con-

tents of the cans somewhat difficult, and pre-

senting an unsightly appearance when the
tood is served up directly from thé can. With
the opener above described the cat is clean,

truly circular, and rapidly and easily made.

In opening square cans, the blade is simply
caused to run along the edge at a distance
therefrom determined by its distance from the

flange.’

Wh&t I claim iS_—-—- N S

The combination, in acan-opener, of the bar
A, having cranked point, as described, with
the flanged block D and slotted adjustable
blade d, substantially as set forth.

J. JOS. HENRY.

Witnesses: |
- R. D. WILLIAMS,
W. A. BERTRAM.
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