~ (No Model.) - . S
G ~ Folding Bed. -
F ~ No.238,196.  °  Patented Feb. 22, 1881.

" N.PETERS, PHOTO.LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON,D. C.




~ 10 contact, or nearly so, and the supports of the

‘15 bulk; second, to provide a means by which

30 Similar letters refer tosimilar parts through-

N ports of thebed. |
45 The projecting end - ¢ of the half-jointed |

35 The cross-bar C has two diagonal stays, D,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ETHELBERT S. GRIF-

- FITH, of Toledo, Ohio, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Folding Beds, and

5 Which, in the main, possesses special adapta-

bility to folding chairs and other farniture, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to folding beds, in

which the side rails are adapted to fold into

- bed to fold into a position parallel, or nearly
‘80, with said rails when the bed is closed.

- The objects of my improvement are, first, to

-~ adapt the bed to fold into a small compact

the bed can be widened to any practicable ex-,

tent without the necessity of materially in-

- creasing its height from the floor, as is the

case in the ordinary crossed-leg and trussed-

20 leg supports ; third, to adapt the bed to be

opened for use by a single movementas near) v

a8 may be; fourth, to secure the supports of

the bed in a fixed and permanent position

while in use. I attain these objects by the

25 mechanism- illustrated in the accompanying

~drawings, in which— _

Figure 1 is a perspective of the bed-frame.

~ Fig. 2 is an end view of the bed when partly
- folded. ' ' -

out the two views.

~ The side rails, A, are pivoted to'supportsB. |

~The supports B are connected by means of the
Jointed cross-bar C at either end of the cot.

pivoted to it, which latter are again pivoted to |

the supports B. These parts constitute the
general frame-work of the bed.

_The stde rails are provided with stops a,and

40 alsocordsd passing through holes in either end

of the rails, and through which latter these

- cords can travel loosely, said cords being con-

. nected at either of theirends to one of the sup-

~cross-bar Cis cut to a bevel and strikes one of
the diagonal stays D when the cot is open,
whereby a stop is provided when the cross-bar.

"

C has reached 2 horizontal position. o

The operation of closing this bed is as fol-

lows: The two supports located at either end

of the side rails being pressed toward each

other by a slight pressure at their lower ex-

tremities, the jointed cross-bars will be sprung
from their centers. The side rails will now
move toward each other without hinderance,
and the cords at either end of the bed will be
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slackened between the side rails correspond-

ingly. When the side rails are brought to-
gether the supports of the bed can be swung
Into a parallel position with them, the cords
being slack to admit of such movement. The
head-rest supports being now drawn from the
holes in the side rails the operation of closing
is complete. I ,'
The operation of opening the bed for use is

‘as follows: Grasp the side rails, one in each

hand, midway from their extremities. A slight
jerk will bring the supports into a position at
right angles with said rails, and then by draw-

ing the side rails apart the jointed cross-bar

will be brought into a horizontal position, and
the cords being shortened at either side of
the frame, the supports will be drawn up into
contact with the stops provided for them at

or neartheir upper extremities. After thrust-

ing the bolster-supports into theholesthrough

6o
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the side rails the operation of opening is fin- .

1shed.

I claim— ~ L

1. In a folding bed, the supports pivoted to
the side rails, substantially as shown, and said
rails being adapted to fold into contact, or
nearly so. - -

2. In a folding bed, the legs pivoted to the
side rails, substantially as indicated, the two

legs constituting the several pairs being adapt-

ed to fold simultaneously into a position paral-
lel with the side rails, or nearly so, when said
ralls are brought together. | |

5. The combination of the flexible cord,wire,
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go

or chain and the fixed stops, for the purposes -

indicated. | | .
 ETHELBERT S. GRIFFITH,
Witnesses: - S
JOHN F. WERNERT,
MONROE C. WARN,
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