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 To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ANTHON O. KRUGER,
of Hancock, Houwhton county, State of Michi-
gan, have mvented an Improvement in Mail-
Pouches, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

- My invention relates to 1mplovements in
mail bags and locks; and it consists in the

- peculiar arrangement and construction of the
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parts, as hereinafter more fully set forth.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mouth
of the bag with the flap thrown over the side.

Fig. 2 isa perspective of the flap with the lock

attached thereto. Fig. 3 is a like view with
the front of the lock removed Fig. 4. 1s a per-
spective of the lock detached. and with front
plate removed. TFig. 5 is an enlarged horizon-

- tal section through the lon f"ltﬂ(lll.‘l&l center of
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a section of the lock Fw 6 is an enlarged
perspective of one Of the joints of the bag-
frame.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, A represents the

- bag, the upper end of which is rigidly secured
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to a metallic frame formed of two bars B and
four O, the bars B being of equal length, and
at thelr ends hinged by rule-joints K to the
shorter bars(C, which are also hinged together
by the rule- JOllltS F, two of the bars C being
equal in length to one of the bars B, and so
arranged that the joints If will fold mward]y
between the bars B when it is desired to close
the mouth of the bag. To the rear bar B there
is rigidly secured a series of notched studs, G,
projecting inwardly, and with the notches pre-
sented all in the same direction. In the bars

- C there are cut the slots @, and in the front
- bar B are cut the holes b, in such position that

e

when the bars are folded upon themselves and

each other to close the mouth of the bag the

slots and holes will engage with the studs G,

o leaving the notched heads thereof protruding

: thrmwh the front bar B to engage with the

45

~lock. .
H is the folding flap of the bag, which, when

- the mouth is closed folds over the top of the
bag, and as the lock is secured to this flap,
the lock engages with the studs G, as I will
NOW descmbe |

I is a plate, rigidly secured to the front of the
flap, and is provided with an irregularly-

€0

shaped chamber, ¢, to inclose the operating
parts of the lock. This plate is provided with
studs d, rigidly secured to the bottom of the
chamber, and each of these studs has project-
ing from it a small pintle or stem, ¢, upon
which is placed the coil-spring A, and through
the back of the plate are holes coincident with
other holes in the flap, to which it 1s at‘rached
and to the studs Q.

K is a sliding locking-plate provided with
slots 4, which engage wﬂzh the studs d, and 1n-
close the coil-springs/, one end of each of these
springs resting a,gamst the studs d, while the

-oppo&nte end I‘EStb agalnst the oppomte end of
| the slots 7 in such manner as to compel the

locking-plate to engage with the notches of
the protruding studs, as shown in Fig. 3, ex-
cept when released from such enﬂan‘ement by
the Olier&tIOIl of the key.

L is a pawl, pivoted to the locking-bar K,
and so arranged that the bit of the key, in
order-to move the bar and release the studs,
must act upon the free end of the pawl, as
shown in Fig. 4. If the bag is held vertically,
the position of the pawl will be vertical, and
the key, being inserted, may be turned continu-
ously in either direction without unlocking
the bags; but to unlock the bag in this posi-
fion the key should be turned to the left
slowly, until the bit thereof has carried the
pawl in the same direction, until the free end
of the pawl will rest against the end ot the bit,
as shown in Fig. 4, the two parts hmndmg
in a position at neally right angles to each
other, when a turn of the key 11 the opposite

_-dueetmn will disengage the locking-bar from
the notches in the studs and allow the bag to

be opened. Slight practice will enable the
operator %cqufmuted with the operation of the
lock to open and close the bag with great fa-
cility, while a person unacquamted with the
operation of the lock would not be able to un-
lock it, except by accident or violence, and the
lock cannot be plcked

M is a plate which, when screwed or other-
wise secured to the pla’re I, forms the front of .
the lock, and secures the workmg parts there-
ofin place To the front of this plate is secured
the plate N, through which is an opening, %,
todisclose a ‘card or label designating the name

! of the post- ofﬁce This card 18 shpped under
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suspended to be filled.

238,127

the plate through the slot I at one end there- | cured thereto and provided with the studs d,

of, the spring m being depressed to allow this
to be done. The spring released from press-
ure holds the label in its position.

The object in the employment of rule-joints
in the frame is to prevent the mouth of the
bag, when opened, assuming any other than

a rectangular form. A loop-handle, O, is se-

cured to the inside of the bag, to the rear part
of the frame, by means of which the bag is
This handle in this
position prevents the flap H, which must be
folded backward in this construction, from
folding forward and accidentally locking on
the ends of the studs, as would be the case
were the bag suspended by the usual outside
handle, P. |

What I claim as my invention is-—

1. The combination, with the bag A and
metallic frame consisting of the bars B B,
hinged at their ends by rule-joints I to the
side bars, C O, centrally hinged by rule-joints

F, of the recessed studs G, flap I, plate 1, se- |

having stems e and coil-springs 7, and sliding
locking-plate X, having slots ¢, and perfora-
tions for the passage of the studs G, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose set
forth. |

2. The combination, with the recessed studs
G and plate I, provided with the chamber e,
studs d, having stems e and coil-springs 7%, of
the perforated locking-plate K, having slots <,
and pawl L, pivoted to the plate K, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose set
forth.

3. Thecombination,with the plate M, secured
to the plate I, of the plate N, secured to the
plate M, and provided with the opening % in
its front tace, slot I, and spring m, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose set
forth.

ANTHON O. KRUGER.

Witnesses: |
WILLIAM HITCHINGS,
THOMAS D. MASON.
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