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To all whom +t may concern : |
Be it known that I, WirLrAM H. HORTON,
of Everett,in the countyof Middlesexand Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
¢ an Improvementin Life-Saving Mattresses, of

~ which the following is a specification.

~ This invention has for its object the follow-
ing described improvement in life-saving mat-

tresses, reference being had to the accompa-.

1o nying drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation in explaining the nature of my inven-
tion, in which— L

“Figure 1 is a perspective view of a com-
plete mattress. Fig. 2 is a perspective of the

1c section containing the floating material. Fig.

3 is a vertical section; and Fig. 4 18 a per-
spective of a portion of the mattress, show-
ing a receptacle for food, &c. Fig. 5 shows

- details. | o |
20 The principal features of the invention con-
sist, tirst, in the combination, in a mattress, of

a section made of hair, excelsior, or other
suitable elastic material, and a section con-
taining bollow balls or vessels made of metal,

2¢ india-rubber, or other suitable material, and

cork shavings packed between them, or cork
shavings alone, or air-tight metallic vessels
alone, as may be desired. The vessels and
shavings are arranged in the lower part of
30 the mattress, and the hair, excelsior, or other
‘material used for stuffing in the upper part,
~ and the two parts are joined together by a
frame of wood or other suitable material.
The mattress is so constructed that provision

I 3¢ is made for the reception of canned food, wa-

ter, &ec., and it is furnished with life lines or
bands. | .

- A represents the upper portion of -the mat-
tress, consisting of the casing &’ packed with

' 40 hair a, or other suitable stuffing. The casing

is made of bed-ticking, or any other suitable
material, and it may or may not be water-
proof. It is fastened by the lower portion or

- flap, «?, at the sides and ends to the frame B.
45 The lower section, C, of the mattress is

made of ticking ¢, or other suitable material,

and is filled with hollow metallic vessels ¢/,
and with cork shavings, or with either. This
 section is fastened to the frame B, and the
ro line where the two edges of the two sections

come together upon the frame is covered by a |

—

life line or band, D, which is fastened at 1n-
tervals to the frame B by eyebolts d. The
hollow balls or shavings are kept in place by
means of the partition ¢ | |
The upper part of the mattress is provided
with an apron or other extension, K, which
covers one or more of the receptacles, ¢,formed
in the mattress for holding canned goods, wa-
ter, or other articles, and the flap or apron I8
arranged to be tied down over this receptacle,
if desired. Extending through the flap there
‘may be passed a rubber tube, ¢, for drawing

| water from the receptacle. HExtending trans-

versely around the mattress are life lines or 65
ropes 1. | o

The mattress may be provided,further, with
a socket, f, for the reception of a staff for car-
rying signal-flags, and the staff, when not in
use, may be slipped under the transverse life 7o
lines or ropes upon the side of the mattress.

When the mattress is used in its life-saving
capacity the water will fill the compartment
or section inclosing the balls and shavings,
(through suitable holes in the casing,) and 75
will act as ballast in keeping the stufied por-
tion of the mattress uppermost, so that it is
impossible that the mattress shall capsize.

Of course I do not confine myself to the -

number; neither do I confine myself to their
use in connection with ecork shavings, but may
use cork shavings alone, or balls alone, as de-
sired. o | | |
The mattress may be provided, also, with a 35
ring, d’, at either end, for the purpose of pro-
viding means whereby two or more mattresses
may be lashed together. " |
Having thas fully described my invention, 1
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent go

“of the United States—

In a life-saving mattress, the combination of .
the section C, filled with buoyant material, fast-
‘ened to the frame B, the mattress A, provided
with the flap a?, fastened to the frame B, and 95

the bands D’, extending around the two sec-
tions, substantially as and for the purposes
described. -
| WM. H. HORTON.
Witnesses: - |

F. F. RAYMOND, 2d,

A.dJ., OETTINGER,

L

shape of the hollow vessels, or to their size or 8o o
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