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To all whom it man J concern :
Be it known that I, SIMoN FLORSHEIM, of
- Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
_:,,_Il]mms, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Corsets, of which the fol-
lowing is a speelﬁcatlom o
The object I have in view is snch an im prove-
mentuponthe corset showninthe patent grant-
ed November 25,1879, to Gustav Schﬂlmﬂ and
myself that while the same will possess all of
. the advantages obtained by the use of the cov-
~ered and ﬂ'rouped metal spiral springs it will
allow an easier and more equal expansion of

the entire corset, will adapt itself more per-

fectly to tie ferm of the wearer, and will bet-
ter supply the popular want, in that it will
have means for lacing the eorset at the back.
Theimproved corset: also includes a better and
cheaper method of securing the springs and
20
tions can be stitched in place on a machine
without interfering with the springs, and the
elasticity of the eeetwns cannot be injured by
the stitching.
2t My invention consists in the pecuhdr means
- for accomplishing this object, as fully herein-

after explained, and pointed out by the ¢laims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
~ part hereof, Figure 1 is a view of the corset in
30 position from the front; Fig.2, a similar view

- from therear;. I1g. 3, ;111 elevmtlon of a portion

of one side of the corset, shewing one of the
elastic side sections; I‘]ﬂ 4, a detall view,
showing the preferred way of arranging and
3z _formmn the springs of the groups, one side of
‘the covering-cloth being removed; and Fig. 9,
a vertical bEﬁCthH tlnough a portion ot one of
the elastic side sections of the corset. o

Like letters denote corlespondm
all the figures.

The eerset is composed ef two separe,ble
parts, A B, which are secured together at the
front, as usual by studs and Ioope, and at the
back hzwe eyelets for receiving lacings. The
central sections, C D, at the sides of the corset,
which extend from ander the arms down over

- parts 1n
- 40

the hips, instead of being made as usual, are

constructed of two layers or thicknesses, b of
. cloth or other material, which thicknesses ab
o 50 are sewed or woven too"ethere poxtwn of their

forming the groups, wheleby the elastic sec-

!
|

stiff as at the waist of the corset.

cloth outside of such springs.

Wldth to form heluoutal tubes ¢, which re-
ceive and cover smaill elosely emled spiral
springs K, of metal. The pieces of cloth from
which th(, sections C D are formed are con-
siderably wider than such sections when com- ¢
pleted, so that when puckered laterally they
will be of the desired width. The tubes ¢

are located in the center of the sections, a,nd

do not extend to the edges of the same, as |
seen in Ifig. 4, so that margins d will be left 6o
at the ends ot the tubes, which, margins are
lapped with the adjoining sections of the cor-
set and stitched thereto. The springs are
arranged in groups, as shown, with puckered
spaces e, of cloth, between such groups. The 6z
number of springs composing the groups will
vary, aceording to leecation, so as to give the
requisite stiffness and elaetlelty Thue at the
top and bottom of ihe elastic side Sectloue
the groups of springs should not be made so 70
Thesprings
are passed through the tubes ¢, which are

‘puckered over the springs to the desired ex-
tent.

The springs terminate at the ends of the
tubes, and are secured to- the thicknesses a b 75
S0 as to leave clear matoms, d, of uanpuckered
This 15 a great
advantage over the construction shown in the

patent before referred to, since 1t enables the
elastic sections to be stitched into the corset 8o

on a sewing-machine, which cannot be well

‘done when the ends of the spring are secured
by the same stitching

, Since the needle strikes
the coils of the eprmg, and either cuts the
spring or breakstheneedle. Herein, also,isone 8z

of the peculiar advantages over r ubber-eloth
Rubber-cloth, when stltehed into a corset, al-
ways has more or less of the rubber cords cat

oftf by the needle, and it is thus greatly weak-
ened, while in my corset the elasticity of the go
seetleus cannot be attected by the stitching.

The cheapest manner of arranging fmd se-
curing the groups of springs 'to secure the
above advantages 1s by making all the groups
of each section from asingle continaous length gz
of metal spiral spring. The SPring is secured
at its upper end by stitches f, passed through

the thickness a b at the end of the upper tube
¢, and inclosing oue or more coils of the spring.
The spring 1s then pessed back and ferth 100
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through the tubes, which are puckered at the | not be regulated to have different degrees of

After forming one group, the
spring extends down between the thicknesses «
b to the next group, and so on till the lowest
group (or the uppermost group, as the case
may be) 1s finished, when the spring may be
cut off, if thereds more than required, and will
be secured by stitches /7, passed through the
thickness « 6. The elastic section can then
be placed in the corset, the plain margins d
being lapped with the edges of the adjoining
sections, and secured by lines, g, of machine-
stitching. .

By making the groups of springs of a single
piece of coiled wire, passed back and forth
through the tubes, and from one group to the
other, the groups relieve each other somewhat,

and when one group is subjected to great

strain the springs of the adjoining groups are
stretched also. In addition, by constructing
the spring in this manner, no ends are left to
wear through the cloth, as would be the case
1f separate springs sewed at their ends were
used. It would be impracticable to insert
separate springs, and sew them in position at
the ends of the tubes, and if such springs
were used, they would pull away from the
fastening-stitchesin a short time. The springs
can only be stretched to the full width of the
cloth composing the side sections, and they
will thus be limited in their expansion, so as
not to be injured by being stretched too far.

By having the elastic sections in the sides
of the corset the corset can adapt itself to
differentforms without the use of other elastic
sections or gores, and such elastic side sec-
tions, by extending the entire length of the
corset from under the arms down over the hips,
allow the front and back of the corset to ex-
pand and contract from these central side
points independently of each other and more
easily and freely than when a back elastic sec-
tion 18 used. |

My side elastic sections are made continuous
from the top to the bottom of the corset, leav-
Ing no open spaces.

‘The covered metal springs possess great ad-

vantages over rubber-cloth for this purpose
other than those before mentioned. The rub-
ber-cloth 1s not nearly so durable, and soon
wears out and loses its elasticity at points sub-
jected to the most strain. The rubber-cloth
also has equal stiffness throughout, and can-

—

elasticity at different points, and it, further, g
does not possessthat independentelasticity ob-
talned by the groupsof springs, each group act-
1Ing wholly independent of all the other groups.
The covered metal springs, also, do not heat
and bind the flesh, as does the rubber-cloth.

1t 18 essential, also, that the springs be ar-
ranged 1n groups, since if placed contiguous
throughouttheelastic sectionsthe corset would
be much too heavy and expensive, and such
sections would be too stiff at some points and
not stiff enough at others.

As a modification of the corset, it could be
made continuous at the back without any pro-
vision for Jacing, or the back could be provided
with an eclastic section; but I prefer the con-
struction shown, since 1t enables the wearer to
adjust the corset by means of the lacings, so
that the elastic sections will alwvays give to the
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corset an easy and pleasant tension. .

What I c¢laim as my invention is—

1. In a corset, an elastic section composed
of two thicknesses of cloth or other material,
a b, having tubes ¢, in combination with the
spiral metal springs I, inclosed by such tubes,
and arranged in groups to regulate the elastie-
ity of the section, such groups being all com-
posed of a single continuous spring passed
back and forth through the tubes and secured
at 1ts ends, substantially as described and
shown.

2. An elastic section or gore composed of
material having tubes extendingonly part way
across the same, and plain margins outside of
said tubes, and spiral metal springs arranged
in groups in such tubes, the springs of the
several groups being made continuous, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. A corset laced at the back and having
the elastic side sections, C D, extending from
under the arms down over the hips, each of g¢
such sections being composed of material hav-
1ing puckered tubes extending part way across
the same, and plain margins outside of said
tubes, and spiral metal springs arranged in
groups in such tubes and made continuous, roo
substantially as described and shown.
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Witnesses:
K. W. KASEHAGEN,
H. A. BAUMANN.
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