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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS H. BROWN, JR., OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO STEPHEN
- OLARY, OF SAME PLACE. -

" TEMPORARY BINDER.

SPEGIFIC‘ATION fofming- part of Letters Patent No. 237,954, dated February 22, 1881,
Application filed October 20, 1879.

To all whom it may concern : | |
Be it known that I, THoMAs H. BRowN, Jr.,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Temporary Binders; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact desecription thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.
Thisinvention relates to a temporary binder
of the general character deseribed in Letters
Patent No. 196,558, dated October 30,1877, but
i1s more especially intended for the filing of let-
ters and papers which it is desirable to per-

‘manently preserve. It has hitherto been cus-

tomary to temporarily place sauch papers in an
indexed filing-case as they are received, and
when the case is filled to remove them, with or
without the index, and place them in another
case, usually cheaper or better adapted for
their permanent protection.

My invention contemplates a construction
of temporary binder in which the immediate
receptacle of the papers, as they are currently
received, 1s adapted to be bodily removed from
an inclosing-case suited to daily use at the
desk, and to beinserted in another and usually
cheaper case, or one more especially suited for
permangntly inclosing the same on the shelf.
By this means I am enabled to permanently

secure the index in the file, and all trouble and

delay incident to the transfer of the papers by
the old method are avoided. In these partic-
ulars this invention differs from that for which
I made application for Letters Patent Sep-
tember 15, 1879, wherein the subject-matter

claimed is, first, the mannerand place of hing-

ing the cover; second, the construction of the

case with an interior inclosure; third, the ar-

rangement of the rod whereby the leaves of
the index are made removable; and those de-

- vices are therefore hereby disclaimed.
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Beside the combinations of the receptacle
with the several outer cases mentioned, my
invention embraces features of construction
which will be hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows the outer *current” or temporary case

closed in merchantable form. It contains both:

 the transferable file and the ¢“shelf” case or
| permanent outer case, one within the other, as

shown in Ifig. 2. Fig. 3 shows the filing-case
and transferable file inserted therein, as it ap- gz
pears on the shelf. IKigs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are
detached views of the transferable file, show-
Ing modifications of certain details. Fig. 8 is
a perspective view of the current-case, and
Fig. 9 1s a similar view of the same case hav- 60
ing the file inserted properly for use. Figs.
10 and 11 are sectional views of the combina-
tion shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 12 is an under-side

| view of the bottom of the transferable file,

showing an inexpensive mode of securing the 6z
elastic loop » thereto.

In the rectangular current-case shown in
Fig. 1, A is the bottom, B is the cover, and C

| 18 the front. The front C is wholly secured to

the top "B, and the sides 8 S/ and back are 7o
preferably divided in the inelined plane a b
through the middle of the back, where the
parts are hihged together, so that when the
case 18 opened the top and bottom rest evenly
upon the desk, as shown in Figs. 2, 8, and 9. 7z
This case may be made of heavy straw-board
properly covered to give it sightly appearance,

or of light wood, or of other suitable material.

- K 1s arectangular shell, of heavy paper or of
wood, inclosed on all sides but one, and hav- 8o
ing the notches ¢ cut away on the free edges,

as shown in Ifigs. 2 and 3. 'This is intended

to be a permanent filing-case adapted to the
shelf. | -

I is a file consisting of the bottom d, sides 8g
$, back k&, and ledge I, applied and secured to
each -other in the relative positions shown.
The file IF 1s provided with a series of index-
leaves covered or surmounted by a heavier top
leat, M, all held permanently in place within go
the file by means of one or more rods,», which
have their ends fixed in the bottom dand ledge
{,and pass loosely through the leaves in order
to permit them to be moved thereon for the
admission of letters to be filed between them. g5
Thefile Fisof'such size and form astofitclosely
in the case L, as indicated in TFigs. 2 and 3.
IFFor merchantability the case E is also adapted
to fit within the current-case A B C, so that the
three parts may be packed for transportation, 1oc
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Of course it is contemplated that in the use




2 237 Dol

-l

of the file system herein illustrated many per- | forcing the tongue out of place. The loop 1s
manent volumes composed of the parts I and | so light or small as not to bein the way when
I will be required as papers accumulate, while | not 1n use. Generally the loop » will be re- 7o
only one, or at mostrelatively few, of the cuar- aarded as sufficient, without the aid of Spring
¢ rent-cases will be needed; but as very often | ', to hold the contained papers flat and com-
the use of the system will begin with the pur- | pressed in connection with the permanent
chase of an equal number of said three parts, | case L.
and as it is desirable to pack them as closely In the drawings I have shown the back ot 75
as possible fortransportation, the relative sizes | the file I inscribed to indicate the contents of
ro above described have been adopted. the permanent volume. If preferred, this in-
The file ' may be removably heid within | seription may also be applied to the closed
the current-case in the position shown by any | faceof the case I, and sald face bethus adapted
suitable means. It is herein shown as being | to be presented outwardly on the shelf. 1f 8o
held by means of the metai lip d', rising from | this is doue, the corresponding inscription
¢ the bottom A and forming part of the fasten- | should be retained on the file-back to avoid
ing-piece D. The front edge of the bottom d | displacement of the files in their permanent
of the file I is inserted beneath the lip d’, and | eases when more than one are opened at once.
the back of the file is then lowered into place. | When the inscription is applied to the case Ii 85
The lip should hing firmly upon the bottom d, | the back may be rounded, so as to present
~o 0 that the back will bind somewhat as it is | more the appearance of a book as it stands

forced down, and thus be held by {riction. with others on the shelf. |
The upper leaf or lid, M, covering the index- An index to completed volumes inscribed on
leaves, is of heavy material—as straw-board— | a separate sheet may be laid removably in the go

and is composed of two principal parts,m and | bottom of the current-case, beneath the file

25 2, joined by a flexible portion, 2,located or ex- | proper, I, or within the file beneath the index.
tending a little in front of the ledge I, so that The thumb-notches e of the case IJ are ar-
it may be lifted and the part s thrown back | ranged so as to admit thelip &, in order that
over the ledge in inspecting the contents of | the latter may not interfere with the close g3
the file. packing of the whole.

3o In Fig.4several alternative forms of springs TFor all other purposes than that ot commer-
are shown, by which, when the file is inclosed | cial convenience, as above stated, it 1s not es-
in either case, the contents are pressed down ; sential that the case I& fit within the current-
flat. TFor the temporary or current case alone | case; but the latter may be made of the same 100
I prefer the spring p, made of bent wire and | inner dimensions as the case If, or, in other

3¢ applied to the cover B of the case, as shown | words, only large enough to receive the file I7.
in Fig. 9, and operating as shown in Fig. 10. Persons having only limited use for a file
Thisspringisshown in a former patent granted | may prefer to dispense wholly with the dis-
tome, TFor the permanent volume, if a spring | tinct current-case, using only the parts It and 105
is thought desirable, I prefer the bent flat | I, which obviously constitute” a complete 1n-

1o spring p’, inserted beneath the outer loop, ¢/, | closed file only less convenient than the spe-
as shown in Fig. 7, or beneath an inner loop, | cial current-case and file, as described ; or the
¢, as shown in Tig. 6. Either of these flat | file I' may be used currently without either
springs will also operate in connection with | the speeial (current A I3 C) case or the case If, 110
the current-case, as will also the transverse | the rising and falling cover M, with the loop »

45 spring p”, set beneath the central loop, ¢'”. | or other suitable device for holding the cover
The last mentioned is not well adapted to use | M down, serving sufficiently to inclose and
in the permanent case. It is preferred, in the | protect the contents until the file is filled and
current-case alone, that the spring be secured | ready to be inserted in its permanent case K. 115
to the cover, for the reason that i1t is then Having thus described my 1invention, I

o lifted wholly out of the way with the cover of | claim—
the case when the latter is thrown back, and 1. In a system of files, a current-case, A I
for this reason the spring p may be generally | C, a file, I, provided with an expansible n-
used with this case, and one form of the spring | dex which is bodily removable, with its con- 120
2" may be inserted when the file is transferred | tents, from said current-case, and a permanent

gz to the permanent case L. case, I3, adapted to receive said file without

The cover or 1id M is also provided with a | disturbing said contents, substantially as set

small metal book, ¢, near its front edge, for the | forth.
purpose of catching the rubber loop r, secured 2. As an article of manufacture, the case 125
to the bottom d to be used when the fileisfull | A B C, the inner case, If, and the file I, adapt-

6o and ready to be inserted in the case L. ed to be put up one within another, as illus-

I have devised a novel method of securing | trated in Fig. 2, substantially as and for the

the loop # to the bottom d, which is shown in | purposes set fortl. |
Fig. 12, wherein o is a semicircular slit, ter- 3. In combination with the open file if, hav- 130

~ minating in holes ¢ ¢, forming a tongue that | ing the ledge ! and an expansible index, as

6z may be lifted to passthe loop overitand then | shown, the stiif Iid M, having the flexible por-
pressed back into place. The loop lies loosely | tion % located or extending somewhat forward
in the holes £, and cannotescape without again | of the front edge of the ledge {, whereby the




10

main part m of said lid may be turned back |

over the ledge ! in use, substantially as de-
scribed. | |

4. The lLd-spring p’, secured to the lid M,
In combination with the open file F, provided
with an expansible index, and the case E, con-
structed with one open face, as shown, to re-
ceive the file, substantially as and for the pur-

poses specified.

9. The open file I, provided with an expan-
sible index, having a spring, p’ or p”/, applied
to the rigid sheet M covering said index,in
combination with a separate inclosing-case,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

0. The open file I¥, having the rigid sheet
M covering the index, and provided with the
inclined spring p’, in combination with the
current-case A B C, having a hinged cover,
and the permanent case E, into which the file
18 ‘slid, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence

of two witnesses.

THOMAS H. BROWN, JR.

Witnesses: |
M. E. DAYTON,
JOHN . SPRAGUE.
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