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Lo all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JormNx L. PoPE, of

- Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
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5o that the links, when arranged horizontally, or |

State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Drive-Chains, of which
the following, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a full, clear, and exact

“description.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
a detachable drive-chain embodying my in-
vention; Hig. 2, a section in the plane of the
line # #; and Fig. 3 are perspectives of parts of
the chain.

My invention relates to that class of chains
adapted to co-operate with sprockets or simi-
lar devices for carrying chains in driving ma-
chinery, and bas for its object the improve-
ment ot the means heretofore employed for
connecting the links articulately in such a
manner that they may be detached from each
other with facility, as may be desirable or
necessary, but not accidentally. -

To that end my invention consists of certain
novel features of construction, substantially
as hereinafter described, which I employ for
the purpose of coupling the links together de-
tachably, and as set forth. o

A A are rectangular open links, and B B
are cylindrical end bars forming a part there-
of. |

U is a coupling, bent to partly embrace both
the contiguous end bars, space enough being
left between the bent ends of the coupling to
receive only one of the said bars at a time.

@ 18 a tongue or projection extending from
one of the bent ends ot the coupling and to-
ward the other of the said ends, as shown.

a’ 1s a notch made in one of the end bars of
each link. The notch @ is arranged opposite
that part of the end bar lapped by the tongue
a, and laterally from the said tongue, as indi-
cated in Fig. 3, wherein the link, operating in
connection with the tongue a, is represented
as removed from the coupling.

It is to be understood that the coupling, as
shown, extends from one side bar of the link
to the other. N

It will be perceived from the foregoing de-
scription, and by reéference to the drawings,

| in any position which they would be liable to
assume with relation to each other during use,
cannot be uncoupled, but that they may be un-
coupled with facility by arranging one at, or
nearly at, right angles to the other, and then
slipping it along laterally until the tongue «
and notch a’ are in juxtaposition, when the
link may be drawn from the coupling, thus
also allowing the other link to be separated
therefrom. By reversing this movement, the
parts may be again coupled. My chief object
1s to render the links incapable of being un-
coupled from each other until one is moved
laterally with relation to the other, thereby
adding to the movements that must occur be-
fore accidental uncoupling can happen, and
thus diminishing the chances of such acci-
dents.

made which could not be uncoupled until one
was moved laterally on or with relation to the
other, the side bars of the links being coun-
tracted just behind one end bar, and the other
end bar being provided with a hook-shaped
coupler coustructed to slip laterally on the
‘link to be coupled, and to engage the end bar
near the contracted parts of the side bars; but
I do not lere intend to claim that construc-
tion.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

having in an end bar the short notch or de-
pression a’, arranged near one end thereof, in
combination with the couplers C C, each hav-
Ing on its outer or hooked end or edge the
short tongue a, adapted to enter the depres-

edge, and arranged, substantially as shown
and described, to lie laterally from the said
depression when the links are coupled for
work, thereby preventing the uncoupling of
the links until they are slipped laterally in the
couplers. | |

JOHN L. POPE.

Witnesses:
OTTO ARNOLD,

D. J. BARNES.

sion &', and extending partly across the said.
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I am aware that links have heretofore been -
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The detachable drive-chain links A A, each |
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