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- To all whom it may concern : |
- Beit known that I, STEPHEN R. PlNGENEY
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at New

- York, in the county of New York and State

Cri

of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Fire-Escapes for Buildings,

~ of which the following is a specification.

IO

This invention relates to that class of fire-
escapes constituting a permanent fixture of a

building; and its general object is to so ar-

range the apparatus that whjle its working

pbarts are both protected and concealed from

- view under normal conditions, the whole can

~ sents a building as it appears when the fire-
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- 1ng the escape in a position for use.
a horizontal section corresponding to Fig. 2.

be readily brought to a position for use.
This mventlon is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 repre-

18 a view show-
Fig. 3 IS

escape is not in use. Fig. 2

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts
T'he letter A designates the front of a build-

- ing, to which I have shown my invention ap-

_..2.5”

phed B, the niche or recess thereof; C, the
shutter and D the fire- -escape.
The recess or niche B is formed on the ex-

- terior and upper part of the building, in either

) 30

35

of its exposed walls, and pleferab]y in a line

adjacent to the middle windows, and it is usu-
ally prowded with a frame, E, into which the
shutter C is fitted. This shutter C is hung on

hinges I, which are so arranged that the shut
ter 1s adapted to take its place in the fmme

‘B, thus closing the recess B.
The fire-escape D is so constructed that 1t
may enter the recess B, and it-is a fixture of

~ the shutter C, the same being applied to its

mner surf&ce Thus when the shutter C is

- - closed the fire-escape D is brought within the
- 40

recess B, where its parts are protected and
concealed from view, while when the shutter is

- opened the escape 1s at once brmm*ht into a
~ position for use.
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The fire-escape may be of any well-known
or other construction, so. long as it is perma-
nently connected toand carried with the hinged
shutter, and it is desirable that this fire-escape
should be so constructed that after its descent
it can be automatically returned to its normal
position—as, for example, in the Letters Pat-

ent No. 207,705, dated September 3, 1878,

The letter G designates the lock whereby

| the shutter C1 18 held In 1ts closed position, and

when in lt% closed position. |
ter is opened there will be no support to the

H the rope for retracting the lock. The lock.
| G 1s preferably applied to the frame E, and
preferably constructed to catch the shutter C

automatically when it is closed, while the rope
H is connected to the lock and extends to the
lower part of the building, as through guides

I, the same being thus rendered accessible

both to the occupants of the building

persons on the street, as a fireman.

The letter J indicates a locking- support for
engaging with the shutter C when it is swung
open, in order to hold and maintain said Shut

ter in an oblique position with respect to the

wall of the building, thereby holding the fire-
escape a short distance away from the same,

| 'which result is very desirable in order to per- -
mi1t of the effective and convenient operation

of the apparatus. In thepresentinstance the
locking-support consists of a sprin g-catch at-

to antomatieally engage the edge of the shut-

ter when the latter is thrown open.

Heretofore the wall of a building has been

provided with a recess closed by a hinged

shutter, said recess having an inclined bottom,
there being attached within the recess one end

of a chain-ladder, which latter is wound upon

a reel which rests on the inclined bottom of
the recess, and 1s held therein by the shutter
When this shut-

reel, and it will roll out and fall to the ground,
the ]adder unwinding as the reel ialls Thlb
construction of a ﬁre -escape not being mv in-
vention is hereby disclaimed.

What I claim as new, and deswe to secure

_by Letters Patent, is—
The shutter C., hmn‘ed at one side of the

niche or recess B in the wall of a building,

and carrying on its inner side a permanemtly-

attached fire - escape, in combination with a
locking-support attached to the building for
engaging with the shutter when swung open,

and supporting it in an oblique posmon wmh

respect to the wall of the building, substan-
tially as described. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subscribing mt
nesses.
‘ - STEPHEN R. PINCKNEY,
Witnesses : | | |
~ J. HERMANN WAHLERS,

E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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g tached to the wall of the building and adapted
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