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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. PRENTICE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Prov-
idence,in the county of Providenceand State of
Rhode Island, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Lacing-B uttons; and 1 |

dohereby declare thefollowing to beafull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-

eérence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and to the letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this

Specification.
My invention relates to an improved con- |
Struction of lacing hooks or buttons designed

for attachment to boots, shoes, or other arti-

cles of apparel; and it consists of 2 lacing-.

hook formed of a single piece of round or
other suitable shaped wire, the one end of
which 1s bent in the form of a hook, or shaped
into a suitable head by proper dies, while the

opposite end is split and formed into a flat |

table or plate with fastening-prongs bent at
right angles thereto, all as will be hereinafter
more fully described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of my complete device; Fig. 2,
% side elevation of the same, and Figs. 3 and
4 detail views thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts 1n the several figures.

My present invention is composed of a lac-
ing-hook having an enlarged head portion or
hook, @, an intermediate neck, b, fastening-
plate ¢, and connecting-prongs d, the whole

- being formed of a single piece of round, flat,
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or other suitable shaped wire possessing the
requisite degree of strength and thickness.
In the construction of my improved device
the lower part of the wire is split vertically to
about its center, so as to form, with the split
portions, the table or plate ¢ and the fastening-
prongs d, which are bent at right angles there-
to, while the upper solid and unsplit portion
of the wire is bent into the form of a hook, a,

| having a curved intermediate neck, b, around
i Which the shoe-string is passed during the op-
eration of lacing the shoe. The hook portion
a 18 adapted to be swaged or formed into a
convexo - concaved head or other preferred
shape Ly suitable dies employed for such pur-
poses.

The fastening-prongs d are preferably made
of a wedge shape, or tapering from the plate
¢ to the point of the prongs, thereby enabling
the same to readily penetrate the material to

l which the lacing-hook is to be attached, as

alsotoenable the thinned portion of the prongs
to be turned back into the material by the set-
ting-instrument employed for such purposes,
S0 as to present a smooth surface on the un-

| der side of the said material.

By wmeans of my present improvements I
am enabled to furnish a lacing-hook which pos-

| sesses greater strength than has been hereto-

tfore accomplished in devices of a kindred na-
ture, waoile at the same time a great saving in
the stock, as usually employed, is effected,
there being little or no waste of the wire used
in the construction of the present device.
Having thus described my invention, what

| I claim as new and useful is—
| 1. As an improved article of manufacture,

the hereinbefore-described lacing-hook, con-
sisting of the enlarged head portion or hook

a, the intermediate neck b, fastening-plate ¢,
and connecting-prongs d, the whole being
formed of a single piece of round or other
suitable shaped wire, all constructed substan-

| tially as and for the purpose specified.

2. A lacing-hook formed of a single piece of

wire, the lower portion whereof is split verti-
cally to form the plate ¢ and connecting-pron gs
d, while the upper unsplit portion is bent. so
as to form the hook or head « and intermedi-
ate neck b, substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE W. PRENTICE.
Witnesses :
C. S. SWEETLAND,
GEORGE E. LEONARD.
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