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To all whom 1T Mmay CONCETN ! | ]
" Be it known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Kast
Orange, in the State of New Jersey, have 1n-
vented a new and useful Improvement 1n
Qeals and Tags, of which the following 18 a
specification. _

The present invention relates to the manu-
facture and use of seals and tags for railway-
cars, baggage, packages of valuable merchan-
dise, &c., and to that class of seals in which
shackles of sheet metal are employed. |

In my specification forming part of Letters
Patent No. 178,722, dated June 13, 1876, 1 set
forth various methods of uniting the ends of
sheet-metal shackles,and also the combination
therewith of labeling-tags. My presentinven-
ion is additional to that described and claimed
in said previous specification.

The principal object of this invention 1s 10
socombineatag withash eet-metal seal-shackle
as to utilize the former in securely uniting the
ends of the shackle without the aid of a soft-
metal seal-disk, so as to form an inexpensive
seal which cannot be tampered with without.
detection. . 5

To this end it consists, primarily, in the
combination ot & tag having one or more con-
rracted threading-holes and a sheet - metal
seal-shackle, the ends of which are united by
running its free ends through said tag and
then pressing or stamping each protruding
end of the shackle, so as to form retaining-
projections thereoun.

Another object of the said invention is to so |

combine a tag with & sheet-metal seal-shackle
as to utilize the number or other distinguish-
ing mark of the former in rendering it ditfi-
cult or impossible to frandulently duplicate a
broken or defaced shackle or tag.

To this end it consists in the combination of
a tag bearing @ printed number or any like
original distin ouishing mark, and a sheet-
metal seal-shackle impressed with a corre-
sponding number OT mark at the sealing oper-
ation, said impressed number or mark being
composed of raised characters which form the
aforesaid retaining-projections on each pro-

truding end of the shackle.
In the accompanying drawings,

tive view of another seal

‘its shackle and a back view of its tag.

| the slot b, which they fill, or

which form | unitethe ends; and in or

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a seal and tag combining the
several features of the present invention, the
same being shown as
fastening and pressed, and Fig. 1* represents
a longitudinal section through the pressed
<hackle ends and the tag. Yig. 218 a perspec-
and tag, illustrating
o modification, and Fig. 2<1s an end view ot
- Like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures.

The seal and tag shown in Figs. 1 and 1*1s
composed of a sealing-strip or seal-shackle, S,
of sheet metal, and areturn-tag, T. Theiormer,
s furnished for use, may be an ordinary flat
shackle-strip of sheet-tin, being of substan-
tially uniform width and thickness, with 1ts
ends @ @ smooth or plain. The tag as fur-
nished is constructed with a contracted hor-
izontal slot, b, fitted 1o receive the plain
shackle ends and to be filled, or nearly filled,
by the two thicknesses of the sh ackle within it.
The tag is furthermore provided on its face
with appropriate lettering or marks c, consist-
ing in theexample of the initials of a railroad,
the number 444 of a sealing-station on said
road, and a request for
to the general freight agent of the road, the
tag being designed for return to & distribut-

ing-office after 1ts removal from a car, for ex-

ample, having indicated en route the station
where the car was loaded and sealed, and con-
stituting finally a check to determine the num-
ber of genuine seals legitimately used on the
road, and the stations at which they were ap-
plied.

In applying the said seal and tag to a car,
for example, as illustrated by Fig. 1, the
shackle - strip is passed through a sealing-
staple, s, and 1ts ends « « are brought to-
gether, one upon the other, and run through
nearly fill,in their
flat or unpressed condition. The shackle ends
o a are now secured by pressing or stamping
each of them so as to raise projections thereon,
which preclude the withdrawal of the ends, or
either of them,through the slot b, as 1llus-

trated by the sectional view, the tag coacting to

applied to a car-door
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at any point other than the original sealing- any sufficiently cheap sheet metal and prg?
station, and thus to add to the security of the | vided with the described letterin g ormarksin:
seal, said retaining-projections are in tle form | cameo or intaglio in the operation of so pro- "™
of raised ligures—444, for examble—formin ga ; ducing them, or the station-numbers or dis-
5 number corresponding with that upon the tae. | tin guishing marks may be applied, by stamping
- The ends may be g0 secured successively by | or otherwise, at a distinct operation, an object
Presses now in use furnished with saitable | in all cases being to render counterfeiting dif-
dies, and I propose to furnish a press which ficalt or impossible. Thereturn-tags may also
will raise the figures or projections upon both | be cast or molded, and they may be made of
o ends simultaneous]y by a simple operation, various shapes, colors, and sizes to distinguish 7o
As the pressed seal and tag hangs in place, | those belonging to different roads, as illus-
as shown in Fig. 1, the tag is supported so as | trated af T T2
to be readily examined, and its separation In some cases the tags may be cut from
until the seal is cut is precluded, while its | stiff paper or the like appropriately printed ;
15 easy removal for return and rease after the | but they are preferably rigid or substantially 4
seal is cut is equally provided for. _ I rigid, so as not to admit of bending without
o% Figs. 2, 2= represents a sheet-metal seal- | such Ijury as to insure detection, and this is
shackle which ‘may be identical with that | essential when the seal and tag is to be nsed

- above described until its ends g2 are pressed; | as a fastening device in the manner described.

2o and T? represents a return-tag substantially I do not claim herein, broadly, the combi- 8o
similar to T, having a horizontal slot, %, and | nation of a tag bearing a number or distin-
lettering or marks ¢2. guishing mark and g sheet-metal seal-shackle

Instead of raising figures upon the shackle | impressed with 2 corresponding number or
ends a2, retainin g-projections of optionalshape mark, northecom bination, with a car-door hasp
25 are formed by bending and crimping the ends | and staple, of a rigid or substantially rigid re- 8
between the dies of the sealin 5°-PIess, 80 as to | turn-tag havin g a threading-hole in the form
preclude their withdrawal without such injury | of a horizontal slot, and g sheet-metal seal-
or def;

acement as will insure detection. Ends | shackle run through said staple outside of said
SO secured may at the same time be Iupressed hasp and through said tag and secured against

30 with distinguishing marks—R B, for exam- | withdrawal through the tag; but I intend to go

~ ple; but the peculiar shapes of the pressed | claim these combinations inn anotler applica-
ends may afford sufficient protection. tion for patent. |

An additional advantage of my seal-shackle I do not claim herein, broadly, the combina-
and return-tag combination in either of its | tion of a tag with a seal, in view of my afore-

35 forms is the safe provision which 1t atfords for | said patent for sheet-metal seal-shackles, and 95
leaving partly Opén or partly opening the car- | in view of the lead and tag seal shown in the
door sealed therewith, as provided for by | Fred.C.Hamilton patentot September 7, 1875;
chain - fastenings, for example. This is fre- | but |

quently desirable in order to ventilate the con- What I claim as new and of my present in-
40 tents of the car or to provide for their Inspec- | vention is— | 10O
tion without breaking the seal, and it wi]ll be 1. The .combination of a tag having a con-

seen by reference to T g. 1 that the seal-shackle tracted threadin g-hole and a sheet-metyl seal-

- will run freely through the hasp % a sutficient | shackle run through said tag and provided

.= distance for this purpose without strain. - with pressed or stamped retaining-projections .

45 Inproducingmylettered and numbered seal- | on cach protruding end, substantially as here- 1o 5
tags I preferto cut or stamp them from sheet- | in described, for uniting theends of the shackle
tin or thin sheet-iron which has been painted by the aid of the tag.
or enameled red, or of an ¥y preterred color to 2. The combination of g tag having a con-
form a background, and printed with letter- tracted threadine-hole and bearing a number

50 ing or marks of g contrasting color, or from | or distin guishing mark, and asheet-metal seal- 110
bright tin printed with dark lettering or marks | shackle ran through said tag and provided
and then shellacked. Both of these methods | with pressed or stamped retaining-projections
I have practiced successiully in manufactur- formed by raised characters which constitute
Ing under my said patent of June 13, 1876, | a corresponding number or mark on each pro-

55 and I do not now claim them a5 new. The | truding end of the shackle, substantially as 1 I
loose shackles must in aj] cases Le made of | herein described, for the purposes set forth.

brittle tin or equivalent sheet metal which will LEDWARD J. BROOKS.
receive the described bends and lmpressions, Witnesses :
but will not stand hammering out and restamp- L. FARLEY HovEy,

6o ing. The return-tags may be stamped out of | N. S. K1iNE.




Corrections of Letters Patent No, 230,539,

.

1t 1s hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 236,539, g'rmtted. Jannary 11, 1881,
to K. J. Brooks & Co., assignees of E. J. Brooks, for an lmprm ement in Seals an”
Tags, the grant was erroneously made to ‘“ E. J. Brooks & Co., their heirs or asbwmj”
when it should have been to  E. J. Brooks & Co., its successors or assigns;” it appear-
ing that said assignee is a corporation and not a firm ; that the proper corrections have

been made in line 16 of said Letters Patent and in the files and records of the Patent

Office.
Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 14th day of February, A. D. 1381,
[ SEAL.| | | A. BELL,
| Acting See etar y of the Interior.
Countersigned :

E. M. MARBLE,
Commissioner of Puatents.
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