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To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, 'RANCIS M. DRAPER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Platteville, in the county of Grant and State
of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Carpet - Stretchers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description ot the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled 1n the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to letters or figures of rei-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to certaln 1mprove-
ments in that class of carpet-stretchers com-
posed of bars connected together and provid-
ed with tootbed cross-heads; and the object
of the improvement i1s to construct and pro-
vide for the trade a durable, simple, and cheap
stretecher that can be easily operated and ef-
fective in 1ts work.

Myimprovement consistsof a carpet-streteh-
er composed, essentially, of four pieces—two
horizontal extensible base- pleces and two
hinged levers—formed at their outer ends
with teeth or points arranged at right angles
thiereto.

My improvement also consists in the novel
construction and arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter more fully set forth and specifi-
cally claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the car-
pet-streteher complete. Ifig. 2 1s a perspec-
tive view of the same with an extra exten-
sion - bar attached. Tig. 3 18 a nerspective
view of the lever and cross-head hinged to one
of the horizontal bars. Fig. 4 is a view of the
stretcher in its shortest form, adapted to be
used in hallways and storage.

In the annexed drawings, forming a part of
this specification, the letters A A’ represent
the horizontal or base bars, provided with a
series of perforations or apertures for adjust.
ment and to receive the fastening-bolts B B.

The letters C O/ represent levers, which are
made of the same width as and a little longer

| levers are provided or formed with cross-heads
or head-blocks D D, arranged at right angles 5o
thereto. The straight edges—outer ends—ot
these cross-heads, which may be slightly bev-
eled or rounded, are provided with series of
teeth or points b, arranged at a slight augle
to the horizontal plane of the cross-heads, s0 53
that when the levers are in their inclined po-
sitions the teeth will ecenter readily into the
carpet and secure a tirm hold for the stretch.

The outer ends of the adjustable horizon-
‘tal bars are provided with hinges d. Oneleat 6o
of each is secured near the outer or cross-
head end of the levers, substauntially ag shown
in the drawings, whereby the levers may as-
sume the inclined position, substantially as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, so that 65
the required leverage for stretehing the car-
pet 1s attained.

In case a long carpet for a long room 1s to
be put down, the perforated bar Iff 1s adjust-

ed and fastened to the side perforated bars, 7o
as seen in Fig. 2, to secure the desired ex-
tension.

Operation: The stretcher is adjusted in
length so as to reach lengthwise or cross-
wise of the room, as the process of laying the 73
carpet may require. The ends of the levers
are then elevated, causing the teeth or points
of the cross-heads to enter the carpet. Power
is then applied to the upper ends of the le-
vers, which causes the cross-heads to be moved 3o
from the base-bars in opposite directions un-
til the levers are pressed fully down and In
the same horizontal plane with the base-bars,
thus securing the proper stretch, which may
have been predetermined, to the carpet from 33
its center in opposite directions simultane-
ously. The weight of the levers extending
beyond the hinge-connections will be suafficient
to maintain the borizontal position and keep
them down upon the base-bars, substantially go
in the manner as seen in Fig. 4 of the draw-
1ngs, | | |

To prevent any possible flying up of the le-
vers while the carpet is in the stretched con-
dition and being tacked to the floor, a spring- 95

than the base-Dars. The outer ends of these | clamp having its free ends to eunter the perfo-
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rations in the base-bars and the body passed | The unproved carpet-stretcher hereinbe-
over the levers may be employed to keep them fme described, consisting of the base-bars A
1n the locked position. A', provided with a series of perforations, the
What 1 claim, and desire to secure by Let levers C O/, cross-heads D D, provided with 1z
5 ters Patent, iS— the teeth 0, and the fastening-bolts.
1. An &tljustable carpet- stretcher composed, In testimony whereof I fmﬂm my swnature
essentially, of fourparts—to wit, the horizontal | in presence of two witnesses.
extensible base-pieces A A/ and the levers C | - IFRANCIS M. DRAPER.
C/, formed at their outer ends with teeth or Witnesses :
10 pomts and hinged to the bdsu-pleces substan- - THOMAS JENKINS,
tially as descrlbed P JOHN D. PLAPP.
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