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To all whom it ma Y concern: |
Be 1t known that I, FRANK R. TAYLOR, a

citizen of the United Statm residing at Mount_

Vernon inthe county of Webtche%ter and State

of VewYork haveinvented new and useful Im- 1
prm ements in Pedestals for Cﬂtﬁm of which

the following is a cqguacll:l(Jatmn
‘The obje(,t of my invention is to provide an
Improved apparatus for use by uandertakers
ro for supporting coffinsand caskets. The means
or apparatus heretofore employed for that pur-
pose are for the most part ungraceful in ap-
pearance, and are so conaﬂucted as to require
Lon%iderftble carriage-space when the under-
5 taker transports the to the place of afuneral.
My invention consists in a pedestal for cof-
fins and caskets provided with a detachable
base, a series of folding leg gs, which, when
opened,restin locking-groovesin the brlbt‘.,ciﬂil
20 a folding top whose pdrts are arranged to be
folded upward when not in use, the smd parts
being provided with grooves in their under
surfaces to engage w ith the upper ends of the
legs, 80 as to aid in locking them when opened
235 for use. |
This invention 1s illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 is an
elevation of the pedestal, partly in section,
showing also. in dotted outline, the top of the
3o apparatus when folded up for transportation.
- Fig. 21s an elevation in edge view, showing
the same folded up, detached from the lock-
ng-platform. Fig. 3 is an elevation, in side
view, of the pedestal when folded up and de-
35 tached from the locking-platform. Fig. 4 is a
cross-section in the line z x, Fig. 1, showing
the divisions of the pedestal when open for
use, and also showing a plan view of the lock-
ing-platform. |
Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.
The letter A designates the base or plat-
form, consisting of a block of any desirable
outline, square, triangular, ¢ircular, or of other
suitable shape, to provide a stable support for
45 the legs and top. The base is provided with

4.0

grooves B to receive the feet of the legs C of
the pedestal.
The letter D indicates a standard, the base |

of which 1s adapted to one of the grooves B
1n the base A, and to opposite sides of said
standard are hmged the vertical legs O C by

‘means of hinges K, and when these legs are

unfolded they form In connection with the
standard, four qupportmg feet arranged at
right anﬂles to each other, as shown in Fig.
4, The legb (are adapted to fold against the
opposite sides of the standard.

To the upper end of the standard D are

hinged the divisions F of the folding top of

the pedestal, the inner edges of the said divis-
ions being rabbeted at G on the under side,

;80 as to allow the divisions to fit over the tol)

of the standard, the two rabbets together form-
Ing the equwalent of a groove. The under

-a_mﬂu,ea of the divisions F of the top are also

provided with grooves H, into which the tops
of the folding legs C C fit when the apparatas
is extended and set up for use.

Two or more of my improved pedestals will
ordinarily be required for use by an under-
taker in supporting coffins and caskets for
adults.

When the apparatus is not in use the top
13 folded up in the position shown in Figs. 22
atd 3 and in dotted outline in Fig. 1, and the
legs are then lifted out of the grooves of the
base and folded npon each other, as shown in
Ifigs. 2 and 3, thereby allowing the apparatus

1n its detached and folded condition to be ar-.

ranged in a ¢comparatively small bulk and con-
xem?utlv transported to the plaee where 1t 13
to be used.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, 18—

The combil_lation of the grooved base A, the
standard D, the hinged legs C C, and the top

I, composed of two parts hinged to the stand-
ard, and each having the rabbet G and groove -

H, all substantially as described.
~ In testimony whereof I havehereunto set my
hand and seal in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.
- FRANK R. TAYLOR.
Witnesses: |
J. VAN SANTVOORD,
WILLIAM MILLER.
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