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STRETCHER FOR CARPET-CLEANERS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 235,848, dated December 28, 1880,
| Application filed May 4, 1880. (No model.) |

T'o all whom it may concern : |
- Be it known that we, WiLLIAM BIXBY, of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, and
ASA BROOKS, of Binghamton, in the county
5 of Broome, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and valuable Improvement in
- Stretchers for Carpet - Cleaners; and we do
~hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construec-

~ 1o tion and operation of the same, reference be-

ing had to the annexed drawing, making a

part of this specification,and to the letters and

figures of reference marked thereon. _
- The drawing is a representation of a per-

15 Spective view of my improved machine.
| This invention has relation to improve-.

ments in mechanisms for stretching ecarpets
and other fabrics, so that the dust may be

readily beaten out of the same and they may

20 be readily cleaned and dried.
The nature of the invention consists in cer-
tain novel combinations of devices used, as
hereinafter fully shown and described." |
In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-

25 ignates clamps composed each of a grooved

bar, a, and a.tongued bar, b, between which the
ends of the carpet or other fabric are placed.

- These clamps are considerably longer than the

- width of the fabric to be cleaned, and the bars
30 @ b are thrust together, thus griping the car-

- pet between by means of set-screws or other

suitable devices. -
C indicates standards of suitable length,
~baving on theirupper ends the loops ¢, formed

35 of metal, and of a size to fit snugly over the

ends of the clamps, as shown in the drawing.
These standards support the clamps and raise
them to a sufficient height from the ground to
. prevent the fabric from sagging into contact

y 40 therewith.

The grooved bar « is provided on its edge
with strong metallic eyes ¢/, arranged at suit-
abledistances apart,forengagementwith hooks
¢, upon the ends of guy or stay ropes D. These

| 45 are usually provided with rings » upon their

remaining ends. |

The device is set. up in a room or on the
ground by first placing one of the clamps in
an upright position, and staying or guying it

__ go by means of the ropes D, which are secured
k. to the ground or floor by means of pins e,
B  Dpassing through the rings #. The fabric|

{ one of said eyes.

griped by the clamps is then stretched out to
1ts full length, the remaining clamp A set up-
right and, the fabric being stretched as much 55
as possible, guyed or stayed by means of
similar ropes and pins D’/ ¢/. This prelimi-
nary stretching, which is not usually suffi-
cient to make the fabric tense enough, is sup-
plemented by a second and final stretching 6¢
by means of a windlass, G, supported by a
stand, J, having a broad base, L, secured to
the ground or floor by the hook-pins f. This
windlass i1s located in-line with the center
eyes of the clamps, and the hook # on the 65
end of the winding-rope N is engaged with

, The winding-drum is oper-
ated by means of a crank, [, and acts upon
the clamp to which its rope N is attached to |
draw it away foreibly from the other clamp, 70
thus stretching the fabric and putting it in

proper condition for beating out the dust and

for being cleaned and dried. |

- What we claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is— | 75
1. The carpet-stretching device consisting

of the clamps A, designed to hold the ends of

the carpet, and composed of the grooved bar

a and tongued bar b, the standards C, having

loops ¢, adapted to be passed over the ends of 8c

sald bars, and the guy-ropes D D/, detachably

secured to the bars a and pinned to the ground

or floor, substantially as specified.

2. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the clamps A, consisting of the tongue- 83
bar b and grooved bar «, the standards C, hav-
ing end loops, ¢, passing ontothe ends of said
bars, and the detachable guys D D/, of the

“windlass G and winding-rope N, substantially
as specified. | go

3. The combination, with the grooved bar «
and the tongued bar b, clamped together on
the carpet ends, of the standards C, having
end loops, ¢, passing over the ends of said bars
and holding them together, substantially as 95
specified. . -

In testimony that we claim the above we

have hereunto subscribed our names in the

presence of two witnesses. -
- WILLIAM BIXDBY.

| ASA BROOKSS.

Witnesses :
NERI PINE,
(GFEQRGE M. DECKER.
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