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S'PEGIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 239,669, dated December 21, 1880,
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To all whom it may concern :

1

10

Be it known that I, MYRON COLONEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Haven, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented new and useful

Jdmprovements in Swimming Apparatus, of

which' the following is a specification.
The subject of my invention is an apparatus

adapted to be anchored or otherwise secured

In open water, and provided with one or more

~ galleries at a limited depth below the surface,
- toaccommodate bathers and enable persons to
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learn to swim without danger.

- The invention further consists in acombina-
tion, with the atoresaid submerged circular
galleries, of a system of rotatable horizontal
beams with pendent cords, to which learners
may be attached by suitable girdles or cloth-

ing, and thereby be supported in the water in

proper position for learning to swim. |
In order that the invention may be fully un-
derstood, I will proceed to describe it with

reference to the accompanying drawings, in

Iw’35

which— | - |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the appa-
ratus in use. Fig. 2 is a plan view. Fig.31is
a vertical section thereof.
A represents a slatted bottom, coverin g the

whole area of the apparatus, and adapted to
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~ ping off from the slatted bottom of the outer |

by,

be submerged three or four feet below the sar-
face. |

B is an outer annular water-tight compart-
ment, the top of which forms a deck.

D D D are water-tight compartments, form-
ing a central deck. |

C represents an inner annular gallery or
swimming - course, the bottom of which is
formed and constituted by the slatted bottom
of the apparatus. The said bottom A also ex-
tends horizontally beyond the outer flotation-
compariments, B, so as to form an annular gal-
lery, B, surrounding the outer annular deck,
and protected by a bulwark, E/, of wire-netting,
rising nearly or quite to the level of the water
and extending completely around the appa-
ratus. This serves to prevent swimmers step-

| gallery into deep water,and also protects them

from any possible danger from sharks or from
the surf. | -. -
H H represent projecting ends of the tim-

5O

bers, forming the slatted bottom A for the sup- -

port of stanchions or braces I, by which the
wire-netting B’ is firmly secured. |

I is a central post, extended upward a suffi-
cient distance to receive a bell-shaped socket,
(x, in which are fixed a number of horizontal
radial arms, J, sustained by guys or stay-rods
L, and extending to a sufficient length to be

| over about the center of the outer annular oal-

lery, E. From the extremities of the arms J
depend cords or wires I/, passing over pulleys
M attached to the arms J, and provided at
their inner ends with counter-weights N.
12 I? represent a second series of cords de-

pending from the arms J over the center of the
inner annualar course, C. The said cords may

be fixed in any position to which they are ad-
Justed by clamps O, and are provided at their
extremities with snap-hooks P, adapted to be
shapped 1nto suitable rings or belts around
the waists of the swimmers. o

At ¢ 18 shown a wire-woven ecarpet, cover-
ing the slat bottom of the inner sSwimming-
course, C. : | |

In operation the arms J are carried around
freely by the action of the swimmers, and in

| this manner a large number of learners may

be taught to swim without risk in any body
ot open water, and healthful sport may be fur-
nished even for expert swimmers. The outer
gallery, K, affords room for these to swim in
the outer surf without danger, while the in-
ner annular course, C, is adapted for the ac-
commodation of younger or less venturesome
persons, who desire perfectly still water, which
1s equally pure and constantly changing.

The apparatus may be anchored in open wa-
ter of any depth over two and one-half feet,

thus being floating or portable, or it may be

made stationary and built around a pile driven
in at the site of its intended location. The
floating and portable form of the apparatus is,
however, preferred. |
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Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I claim as new therein and
desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. The swimming apparatus consisting of

¢ concentric annular galleries to be submerged
a limited distance below the surface, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2, The combination of the flotation-cham- |

bers B D and annular galleries C K, substan-
1o tially as and for the purpose set forth.

\

3. The combination of one or more annular
oalleries, central post, If, rotary arms J, and
pendent cords L. L/, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. |

MYRON COLONEY.

Withesses:
H. H. BUNNELL,
J. It. LOMAS.
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