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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Iast
Orange, 1u the State of \Tew Jersev" have in-

g vented A new and useful Imprm"unenl} in

Seals and Tags, of which the following is a
epeuhmtlml
The present imvention relates to the manu-
facture and use of seals and tags for railway-
10 car doors, baggage, packages of valunable mer-
chandise, &e.; anditrelates, primarily,to that
class of seals in which shackles of wire or cord
are used. -
| The principal ebjeet of this invention is to
15 provide a superior hard-metal substitute for
-the soft-metal seal-disks commonly used as
means for uniting the ends of such shackles,
- the same to be so construeted that it may be
integral with the tag or'shackle, and so that

20 1t may be secured Dby a simple pressing act,

- similar to the 01)81"‘1131011 of pressmn lead seal
disks.
To this end the mventlon (‘OIISIStb in the
combination of a compressible coiled sealing-
25 sleeve of brittle tin, or its equivalent, and a
shackle end adapted to be locked: therein by
pressing said sleeve, as hereinafter set forth.
Another object of the said invention is to
furnish a combined seal and tag adapted for
30 use with my detective shackle- wire, or any
- wire or cord which may be preferred; to which
end 1t consists in a sheet-metal Seal-tag having

acolled sealing sleeveor sleevesintegral there-

- with, and appropriate lettering or marks, as
35 hereluaftel described.

Another object of the said invention.is to

farnish a combined seal and tag which will

provide for securing both ends of the shackle

simultaneously by a single pressing opera-
q0 tion; and to this end i1t consists in a sheet-
metal seal-tag having a longitudinal coiled

sealing-sleeve integral therewith, open at both

. ends to receive bobh ends of a sha,(,kle wwe or
cord, as bereinafter specified.
45 In the accompanying drawings, which form

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-

spective view of the two p‘u-ts of an unpressed
seal and tag illustrating this invention. Ifig.

2 18 a Tace view of the smne'pressed, illustrat- |

ing 1ts application to a car-door fastening. zo
Fig. 3 1s a back view of the presseil seal-tag
and Ifig. 4 18 ‘L section thereof on the line 4 4
Fig. 2. Iig.5 1s an elevation of the two part»
of another seel and tag nnpressed, illustrating
certain modifications; aud IKigs. 6 and 7 are 55
face views of unpressed seals and tags, 1llus-
trating other modiﬁeatiene. An end view is
&1)1)611{1L(1 to Fig.
Like letters of referen ce indicate CDI‘I‘Eb[)O]lﬂ
ing parts in the several figures. 60
The combined seal and taﬁ shown by Figs.
1 to 4, inclusive, consists of 2 shackle-wire, S,
and a sheet-metal seal-tag, I'. The wire S 1s
of the deseription known as my * detective”
wire, patented July 3, 1877, with the ends of 65
the wire cut so as to locate a pair of the hold-
ing-enlargements at its extremities, and so as

1o hfwe ende « & of proper length tumed 111-
ward in line with each other.

The tag T 18 a
new article of manufacture, eonsmtmn of a yo
suitable piece of’ brittle tin, for exmnple, hav-
ing a horizontal sealing - eleeve, b, integral
therewith and open at both ends, aud Pro-
vided on its face with appropriate lettering or
marks ¢, indicating, for example, the name of 75
the railroad on which the seal-tag 15 used, the
station at which the same is applied, and the
place of destination.

In applying thisdeviceto a car-door or other
object one end of the shackle S 1s passed 8o
through a fastening -staple, s, or like part
adapted to receive 1t , and both ends ¢ a are
then inserted into the respective ends of the
sealing-sleeve 0 of the seal-tag I'. 'T'he latter
is next pressed so as to lock. the shackle ends 3«g
therein and simultaneously impress the same
with distinguishing-marks, as indicated in
Figs. 2, 3, and 4, the holding-enlargements on
the shackle ends being located between the
points of compression, so as to be retained by go
them.

5%, Hig. o, represents a- shackle of my iu-
dented wire patented June 27, 1876, bent so
that its ends ¢ a® are Separated but parellel
and 1° represents a sheet-metal seal- mg, hav- 95
ing a pair of sealing-sleeves, 0? 07, at its verti-
cal edges, with lettering or mmke ¢® between.

T3, Fig. .6, represents what may be termed a
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«« shackle- tag,” made of a single piece of sheet | the market for making buckles and other arti-

metal, with a small tubular threading end, a?
at one extremity,alongitudinal seahng sleeve,
b3, at its other extremity, and lettering or
marlks ¢ on its face.

%, Kig. 7, represents a shackle of plain wire
havmg a &Hgle threading end, a*, in the form
of a tight spiral coil, with a sealing-sleeve, b+,
formed by a large tapering coil, at its otherex-
tremity; and T* represents a return-tag hav-

~ 1ng appropriate lettering or marks ¢*, and com-
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bined with the shackle by means ot holes d d
1n the tag to receive the wire.

A shackle having a sealing-sleeve integral
therewith, as illustrated by S%, may be made
either of wire or of suitable sheet metal, and
may be used with or without a tag; but a
separate tag, such as shown at T4 fmm& no
part of my present mvention,

The combined seal and tag shown in Fig. 5
and that shown in Ifig. 6 are used in substan-
tially the same manner as the one first de-
scribed. The absence of distinet holding-en-
largements on the threading ends of the
shackles obviates any special location thereof
in the sealing-sleeves, and also obviates con-
fining the compresswn to 1solated points; but
narrow transverse indentations are considered
the most eftective form. The sealing-sleeveof
the shackle 5% Fig. 7, may be pressed or
stamped 1n like manner after being applied.

My seal-tags (apart from the lettering or
marks thereon) are intended to be made by
machinery out of brittle tin or other hard sheet
metal by cutting the same into blanks of any
desired shapes and sizes and coiling the same
to form the sealing-sleeves. The latter should
be of several coils if thin metal be used, care
being taken to preclude opening them after
they are pressed without injuring or defacing
the tags, so as toinsure detection. They can
be so manutactured by machinery already in

cles, the same being capable of adaptation by
slight or ordinary changes to the production 45

-of seal-tags of either of the forms above de-

]

seribed. - . |
The lettering or marks, or any parc thereof,
such as station-numbers, may be stamped in
the metal during the shapmg process; but L 5o
prefer to paint the faces of the tags red or of
any preferred color, to form a bdckground
and to print the lettermn or marks thereon in
a contrasting color, or to print the same first

| and then shellac them. g5

Any suitable press or stamp may be used
for compressing the sealing-sleeves, and the
impression thereof with distingnishing-marks
may be omitted, owing to the marks on the
tags; but additional marks of a distinctive 6o
character are readily formed at the pressing
or stamping operation, or subsequent thereto,
and afford a double security. -

The following is what I.claim as new and
of my present mvgumou and desire to secure 6s
by Letters Patent, uamely

1. The eombumtlon of a compressible coiled
sealing-sleeve of hard metal and a shackle end
adapted to be held therein when said sleeve is
pressed, substantially as herein specified. 70

2. As a new article of manufacture, a sheet-
metal seal-tag having a coiled sealing-sleeve
integral theremth aud provided with appro-
prmte lettering OI‘ marks, substantially as
herein described. | 75

3. A sheet-metal seal-tag having a horizon-
tal coiled sealing-sleeve integral therewith,
and open at both ends to receive both ends of
a shackle wire or cord, substantially as herein
specified, for the purpose set forth.

EDWARD J. BROOKS.

Witnesses: | | |

~ ARTEMAS B. SMITH,
P. K. FARNSWORTH.
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