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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern :
Be 1t known that 1, JOSEPH PARKER, a

citizen of the United States, residing in Read- |

ing, in the county of Berks and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented an Improvement in
Car- Replacers, of which the following is a
qpeelﬁcatmn

My invention relates to certain lmprov
ments in that class of car-replacers in which
a bridge-raill is pivoted to a rail-clamp, the oDb-

jects of my improvements being to permit the

ready application and removal of'the rail-clamp,
to insure the firm retention of the same when
in use, to provide for the proper guaidance of
the wheels onto the track, to prevent undue
lateral movement of the bridge-rails, and to
permit the close fitting of said bridge-rails to
the main rails of the track.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a section of railroad-track with
iny improved.car-replacer adapted thereto;:
FKig. 2, a section ontheline 1 2; Fig. 3, a sec-
tion on the line 3 4; Kigs. 4, 5, and 6, per-
spective views of the parts of the device de-
tached from each other, and Fig. 7a perspec-
tive view 1llastrating A modification of the
invention.

A A represent the opposite rails of the track,
to each of which is adapted a clamp, B, the
inner hooked flange, a, of which is straight,
and adapted to embrace the inner edge of the
tread of the rail, the outer hooked flange, «’,
of the clamp being inclined and arranged at
some distance from the outer edge of the tread,
between which and said flange intervenes an
elastic wedge-bolt, D, consisting of a simple
bar of w mught iron or steel bent at each end
S0 as to form twolegs, b b/, the former of which
18 somewhat longer than the latter. The lon-
gitudinal portion of the bolt D is adapted to
the hooked flange &' of the clamp B, the ends
of the legs b b’ bearing against the outer edge
of the tread, so that on driving the wedge-
bolts 1 the direction of the arrows, Fig. 1,
the clamps B will be firmly secured to the rails
A, the elasticity of the wedge-bolts, however,
preventing any excessive strain upon the
flanges a a’ of the clamp.

Each c¢lamp B has a pin, d, to which is piv-
oted one end of a bridge-rail, H, the latter be-

|

are applied to the rails A, as shownin Figs. 1
and 2, the free ends of the bridge-rails E will
rest upon one of the cross-ties, the sald rails
E thus forming inclined planes, whereby the
wheels of the car-truck are elevated and di-
rected laterally onto the rails A A.

Each of the clamps B has on the innerside
a flange, ¢, which forms a continuation of the
bridge-rail E, the upper edge of said flange
being inclined, so as to prevent the wheel from
dropping suddenly and with a jar onto the
rall A as saild wheel leaves the bridge - rail.
The flanges ¢ also engage with the flanges of
the wheels and direct the same to their proper
positionsontheinside of the treads of the rails.
In the absence of the flanges ¢ the wheels have
a tendency to retain the direction of movement
imparted to them by the inclined bridge-rails,
a tendency which sometimes results in throw-
ing the wheels over the rails to the side op-

posite that from which they have just been

guided.

The under side of each bridge-rail E has its
opposite edges ¢ 7 beveled or recessed for about
two-thirds of its length, so that said rail can
overlap the main rail A throughout aconsidera-
ble portion of its length, thereby permitfing
the adjustment of the free end of the bridge-
rall to a position close to the main rail A.

The bridge-rails shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 6
have on the under side a shoulder, m, which,
when the bridge-rail is adjusted to a positior
outside of the main rail A, comesinto contacy
with the edge of the clamp B and prevents
undue movement of said bridge-rail in the di-
rection of thearrow, owing to the lateral thrust
exerted by the ﬂange of the car-wheel. When
the brldge rail is adjusted to a position on the
1nside of the main rail A the latter serves as
an abutment for the said bridge-rail, and eu-
ables 1t to resist the hterﬂl thrust of the wheel-
flange.

Instead of being formed on the rail kK, the
shoulder m may be formed on the clamp B, as
shown in Fig. 7, the result being substantially
the same in either case.

The device above described can be readily
applied or removed, a few blows of a hammer
upon the wedge-bolts D being all that 1s nec-
essary to secure the clamps B to or release

ing curved or bent, so that when the clamps B | them from the rails A, the loss of the wedge-
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-_ildapted thereto, a bridge-rail, I, pivoted to

10
~ the rail, as set fortl.

2, The within-described elastic wedge-bolt,
~consisting of a bar of iron or steel bent at its

‘ment of the bolts. - -~ i

‘a short leg, b, as set forth,
3. The combinatiou of a rail, A, aclamping-
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bolts being prevented by means of vertical |
pins x, which serve to secure the bolts later-
allv to the flanges a’ of the clamps I, bat do
ot 1nterfere “lth the free ]f)ll”‘ltll(]llldl mMmove-

I elaim as my invention—
1. The combination of a rail, A, a (-Lunp B,

the clamp B, and an elastic wed"'v bolt. D),
whereby the clamp is secured. to the tread of

opposite ends so as to form a long leg, b, and -

wedge, 1), and a clamp, I3, having a straight
flange, a, adapted to embrace one side ot the |

“to this specification in the presence of twc sub-

rail-tread, and an inclined tlange, a’, adapted
for the reception of the wedge D, which bears
on the opposite side of said tread, as specified.

4. The eombination of the rail A, the rail-
clamp B, and the bridge-rail E, pivoted to said
clamp B and having beveled edges ¢ ¢ on its
under side, whereby it is adapted to overlap
atd fit closely to the rail A, as specified.

5. The combination of the rail-clamp B, the
wedge-bolt D, and the retaining-pin x, as set
forth. |
In testimony wllereofl have signed my name
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scribing witnesses.
JOSEPH PARKER.
W ltnesse
Imms R KE‘\INEY
~J. H. JACOBS.
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