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Lamp Wick.
No. 2‘3*5,215. I Patented Dec. 7, 1880.
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‘Specification.

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY D’ARCUS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
HORAOE B. GRIFFING, OF SAME PLACE.

LAMP-WICK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 235,215, dated December 7, 1880.

Avpplication filed October 28, 1830.

{No model.)

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, HENRY D’ARGUS, of

vented certain new and useful Improvementb
in Lamp-Wicks, of which the following is a

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1. gives a
side elevation of my improved wick, and Hig.
2 .a vertical section thereof, viewed edgemse
and arranged in the wick- tube, W hl(,h also ap-
pears in sectwn

My invention relates to that olass of wicks
constructed with metal tips or metal cores,

and may be stated to consist in constructmg
the wick with a metallic strengthemnu* -piece I
inserted in the upper extremity of the wick to
support the carbonized section thereof, but in-
sulated from contact with the wick- tube ele-
vator or other metal portion of the burner,
whereby an important improv ement 18 eﬁ’ected
as hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings. ¢ indicates the absorbent
portion of the wick or wick proper, which is l
preferably made of the usunal woven cotton
fabric made in a hollow or tubular web, as
seen bestin Iig. 2, in about the ordinary man-
ner. In the upper end of this tubular wick is
inserted a thin, short piece of metal, b, which
preferably protrudes a slight distance from the
tip of the wicking, and extends down into the
wick but a slight distance, or just below the
section which becomes carbonized in ordinary
use, as 1llustrated. The metal tip thus ter- |
minates within the wick at a point well above |
or remote from the point where the ratchets d
of the wick-elevator seize the fabric of the
wick; and, furthermore, the inserted portion
of the metal 18 completely inclosed in the wick-
ing, and is thus out of contact with, or insu-
lated from, the sides of the wick- tube ¢, and I
from the wwk elevator or other metalhc part
of the burner, which secures important ddvan-
tages.

The metal pht@ 18 secured inthe wwkmg by
a silicate cement, or by stitching, or any other I
suitable fdstening,' so as to prevent its dis-
placement.

Now, as the cotton around the upper part
of the metq,l plate becomes carbonized during

! character, being in a high degree absorbent,

non- conductlble and fire-proof; but, owing to
1ts fragile nature, if unsupported as in a-conl-
mon wick, would easily break off so as to pre-
sent an irregular edge, which, as is well known,
would require constant trimming to give a
regular flame.

In myinvention, however, the metal plate, by
rising trom the uncarbonized portion through
the carbonized part of the wick, strengthens
this fragile portion, and prev ents 1ts becoming
broken off by the movements of the wick up
or down in the wick- tube, and as the metal
plate protrudes slightly fmm the carbonized
edge it thus preserves the fragile edge from
being {rayed by contact with matches used in
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lighting the wick. Hence the improved wick

preserves aregular edge, which will constantly
give a regular flame and requires no trimming,
thus presenting an improved form of incom-
bustible wick.

Furthermore, as the metal plate is confined
entirely to the tip of the wick, and is inclosed
within the same and completely insulated from
contact with any portion of the wick-tube or
burner, or with the oil in the reservoir, no
heat 1s conducted thereby from the flame to
the burner or to the oil of the reservoir, nor is
the oil in the wick itself unduly heated or too
rapidly vaporized. Hence the lame is under
perfect control, and is as responsive to the
action of the wick-regulator to raise or lower
the lame as 18 the case with a common wiek ;
whereas were the metal plate to contact in
any way with the burner, or extend into the
top of the oil-reservoir or 'into the oil, vapori-
zation would be sorapid as to render the flame
uncontrollable by the raising or lowering of
the wick, besides rendering the lamp quite un-
safe by heating the burner and reservoir and
tending to vaporize and heat the oil therein
beyond a safe limit.

My invention is thuas a distincet and impor-
tant 1mprovement over the metal-tipped or
nmetal-cored wick heretofore invented; for in
cases where the metfal has been placed within
the wick only, as in Patent No. 110,188, of
1870, it has extended entirely throuﬂ‘h the
wwL down through the oil - reservoir, a,nd

50 use, if; forms an incombustible tip of the best | into the oil, and has been engaged by the wick-
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