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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JoEN W. BARTON, of
Emporia, Lyon county, Kansas, have invented
anew and lmproved Neck-Yoke, of which the
following is a specification.

Neck-yokes, as herctofore made, generally
consist of a rigid bar of wood, having sus-
pended at the middle part an eye or link, in
which the end of the tongue or pole of the ve-
hicle 1s held and sapported.

The object of this invention is to provide an
elastic support within the neck-yoke for se-
curing and holding the tongues of all kinds of
\ellmles,mcludmn reapers, mowers, and other
machines.

This invention consists in making the cen-
tral part of the neck-yoke in the form of an
open frame, within the middle of which is
placed the eye or link that receives the tongue
or pole of the vehicle, the said eye being at-
tached to and held in its place within the frame
of the neck-yoke by means of spiral springs,
subbtantmlly as hereinafter described, where-
by any movement of the pole or touﬂue,'

whether vertical or longitudinal, will be re-

sisted by the springs, and 2 Heldm pressure
upon the neck-yoke will be effe{,ted thus re-
lieving the necks of the animals from the bad
effects of the sudden blows or jerks to which
they are subjected under the use of the ordi-
nary neck-yoke. |

The invention consists, further, in construact-
ing the 1nner eye, through which the tongue
of the reaper or mower is passed, with a pe-
ripkeral flange, and the outer ring or frame
with an inner ﬂanne for the attachment of the
springs.

Figure 1 is a plan of the device, and I‘w. 2

IS an enlmged sectional elevation of the same

on line X X of Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |

In the drawings, A represents the outer
frame, which may be round, oval, or of any
other desired shape, provided with an inner
strengthening-flange, «, having suitable per-
forations for the enﬂaﬂemeut “of ends of the
springs C, that radmte from the inner eye, B.
This irmer eye, B, may also be of any desired
outline, and is pmvlded with an outer flange,
b, to which are secured the other ends of the

SPrmDS C, so that the said eye B is held sus- |

o

pended by said springs C centrally within the
frame A and in the same plane therewith.
The eye B is preferably circular, for better
ad*lpt‘mtmn to the 5113135 of the tonfme that
passes through 1t, and 1t is provided w1th the
outer flange, b, thatthe spring-connections may
not come 1n contact with or interfere with the
tongue of the vehicle.

To opposite extremities of the frame A,
which 1n this instance is of oval form, are se-
cured straight rigid arms D D), and at the
outer extremities of these arms D D are loops
and rings E If, respectively, the rings B play-
ing 1005@13 in the loops I, and serving as a
means of suspension of the IIGLL yvoke from the
horse-collar.

In the 1mpr0ved neck- yoko herein shown
and described the springs C form an elastic
support and cushion that in a great measure
takes up or corrects the u.sual jerking and
swayling of the tongue, and, by imparting elas-
ticity to all motions of said tongue, attords
great relief to the animals.

Having thus desceribed my invention, I ¢laim
as new :zmd desire to secure bV Letters Pat-
ent—

1. As animproved article of manufacture, a
neck-yoke constructed substantially as herein
shown and deseribed, with a frame carrying a
pole-eye supported Wlbhlll the same by springs,
as set torth.
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2. In aneck-yoke, the combination, with the |

frame A, of the eye B and springs O, substan-

tially as herein shown and described, whereby

a ylelding pressure on the neck- ,}oke results
from any movement of the pole or tongue, as
set forth.

3. In a neck yoke, the eye B, constructed
with outer flange, b, substantially as bherein
shown and described, whereby the inner ends
of the springs are held out of contact with the
pole, as set 1‘01‘1:]:1

4. In a neck-yoke, the frame A, constructed
with 1nner flange, @, substantially as herein
shown and described, whereby said frame is
strengthened and outer ends of springs se-
cured as set forth.

JOHN W. BARTON;

Witnesses:
CHARLES D. HoLMES,
JAs. D. HOLDEN.
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