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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY JOHNSON, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

MECHANICAL ACCOUNTANT-ENSTRUMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 234,875, dated November 30, 1880,
- Application filed March 1, 1880. (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY JOHNSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington city, in the county of Washington and

Distriet of Columbia, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Mechanical
Accountant-Instruments; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to letters orfigures of reference marked there-

on, which form a part of this specification, and
in which— -

Figure 1 1is a plan view of my improved in-
strument with one of the covers thrown open;
¥ig. 2, a vertical central section ; Fig. 3, de-
tached views of the interchangeable rings;
Fig. 4, detail view of one of the hands or in-
dicators. |

My invention relates to a novel mechanical
accountant-instrument especially designed for
keeping accounts of various kinds, having for
1ts object the dispensing, to a certain degree,
with the use of account-books, paper, and writ-
ing, by the utilization of dial-plates and mov-
able hands or indieators, in connection with
figures, letters, and words, for keeping an ex-
act account, all as will be hereinatter fully de-
scribed.

In the drawings, A represents, in the pres-
ent instance, a case similar to a wateh-case,
provided with the usual hinged covers « «,
and an interior double-crowned dial or disk-
plate B, dividing the case into two compart-
ments, and provided on each side with arigid
central post, b, having mounted and secured
thereon by a serew, d, one or more hands or in-
dicators, ¢,all as clearly shown in Fig. 1.

The opposite sides of the plate B or the in-
terior walls of the case are provided with a
circumferential row of figures, ranging from
1 to 99, and the three hands or indicators
shown in the present instance are provided
with numerals and letters indicating dollars,
cents, and hundreds thereof.

The covers are respectively provided with
the words “in” and ‘“out,” for indicating the
side of the instrument used for accounting the
payingin or out of money, the debit and credit,

or other purposes for which the two dial-plates
and hands or indicators are intended to be
used.

The case and all of the parts constituting
the instrument may be stamped or formed from
any ot the well-known metals or other suitable
material, and the letters, figures, words, or
other 1indicating - characters used may be
stamped, engraved, orotherwise applied, while
the letters, figures, or words used on theinner

ralls of the case or dial-plates may be applied
to separate annunlar rings adapted to be re-
movably secured thereon, for the purpose of
having interchangeable rings provided with

ing to the use the instrument may be required
for, as shown in Ifig. 3.

The hands or indicators must be made to
firmly clasp the eenter post to insure of their
remaining just at the point they may be placed
or set. The shank of the hand near the eye
is therefore made strong enough to permit of
1ts being cut through, as shown at ¢, and the
shank slotted, as shown at ¢/, (see TFig. 4,)
forming a spring-clasp adapted to encirele and
firmly grasp the post, and prevent the hand
from moving unless considerable force is ap-
plied thereto, said coustruction compensating
for the usual wear and tear the post and hands
or indicators are subjected to. The hands or
indicators are formed from or in a single piece
ol metal, and I prefer to have the eye portion
thereof steel-tempered, in order to provide for
the requisite elasticity to firmly hold the hands
or indicators in any position they may be
placed in. The instrument is also provided
with a chain, fastener, and key or hand-mover,
/5 said hand-mover consisting of a metal plate
or wire having a hook at one end for catching
over the hand when it is desired to move it,
and an eye at the other end for securing it on
the chain. |

The words “in” and “out,” or other equiva-
lent characters for designating the purpose of
each side of the dial-plate, may be applied on
the faces of the plate or plates, or on the heads
of the screws securing the hands orindicators
on the posts.

Myinvention is applicable not only for keep-
ing and reckoning various forms of accounts
with reliability, but may be used for various
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purposes, such as applying the letters of the | instrument are deemed unnecessary, they be- 23

alphabet or figures thereto for teaching chil-

dren their letters and figures.

The instrument may also be made of cabi-
net size, with a series of dials and hands for
keeping the accounts of ditferent persons in
business transactions with accuracy andireli-
ability. Thisalsobeing aninstrament adapted
to be carried in the pocket or made small
enough to be attached to a watch-chain, forms
aready means at all timesfor keeping accounts
of various business transactions that may trans-
pire where paper, books, and writing materi-
als are not convenient; and 1t 1s susceptible
of use for keeping account of paying in and

out of money, debit and credit, 1n dollars and
-cents, and other matters and things, by merely

moving the hands or indicators representing
dollars,and cents,and hundreds thereofaround
on the dial-plates opposite the figures thereon,

indicating the amount received and paid out

on the opposite sides of the dial-plate. '
Further description of the nuamerous ad-

vantages aceruing from theuse of my improved

ing obvious from the foregoing.
[ am aware that dial-plates and hands or

indicators automatically operated for keeping

time and registering purposes, also for indi-
cating the arrival and departure of trains at
railroad-stations, are old, and such I do not
desire or wish to be understood as claiming,
broadly, as of my invention; but,

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18— |

The combination of a double-crowned dial
or disk-plate provided with central posts, and
one or more movable hands or indicators
mounted on said posts, substantially as and
for the purpose herein shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

AENRY JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
D. C. ALLEN,
H. J. IENNIS.
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