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(AModel.)

Lo all whom 1t may concern :
Be it known that I, JAMES SIMMONS, of East
Long Branch, in the county of Monmouth andl

State of New J ersey, have invented anew and_
5 useful ImprovementinTrunk-Casters, of which

the following is a specification.

My 1nven131011 relates to improvements in
trunk-caster s, which will prevent the frequent
breaking of the rollers.

A trunk provided with my improved caster
can, while on the floor of a room or hall, or on
zmy level surface, be easily rolled %beut the
roller protruding from the bottom but before
the trunkis giveninto the care of cmy express,
15 Steamboat, or railroad company, where the

rollers are-liable to be broken off by rough

handling, the roller can be concealed by sim-

ply pushing it into a cavity in the trunk and

cleat provided for that purpose, leaving the

20 remaining part of the caster stronger and more

capable of resisting rongh hendhnﬂ

Figure 1 is a vertical central section of my

caster, showing the roller in its position pro-

Jecting from the trunk. TFig. 2 is

25 section, showing the roller in the em*lty, and
IFig. 3 1s a side view of the caster.

¢ 15 the bottom of a trunk, and b the cleat
attached thereto. The caster A 18 attached
to the cleat and end or side X of the trunk in
suitable manner. The body of the caster is an
angular plate, m, of sheet metal or other ma-
terial, ltisfastened tothe bottom of the cleat
and end of trunk, as shown, a cavity, », being
formed Dbetween part of said plate and the
trunk, into which the roller d may be pushed.
The lower wing of plate m has a rectangular
hole, which is filled by a plate, B, that is piv-
oted at one end, ¢, to the said pla,te m, the
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a similar

other end emrymﬂ the trunk-roller d, which

40 1s hung between upwardly - prq]eetmﬂ‘ lugs e.

The end of the plate B carrying the 1olle1 |

1s bent upward, as at o, and then outward to
form a lip, f, h*wme, a shoulder, 7/, on its up-
per face. This lip f reaches to the outer side
of the vertical wing of plate m. This vertical
wing alsohasarectangularhole, which receives
a plate, C, that 1s pivoted at its upper end at
g to plate m, and has an aperture, so as to ad-
mit of ready insertion of the finger.

so ¢’ are lugs projecting inward from plate m

!

and carrying the pivot-pin g. D is a spring
which i1s riveted to the upper part of the ver-
tical wing of plate m and bears against a pro-
jection, h, on plate G, aboveits pivot g, tending
thereby to throw plate C against the trunk.
1t willebe readily understood that the spring
D tends to press the lower (preferably thick-
ened) part of plate C against the shoulder 1
on plate B and over the lip 7, thereby holding
sald plate B firmly and securely on a level with 6o
the bottom of the plate m, as in Fig. 1, and
leaving the rollerd to protrude from the caster,
so that the trunk can be easily moved about,
all as clearly shown in Fig. 1.

The plate C, bearing upon plate B, prevents 65
the same from swinging upward, and the lip
f,resting on part of the vertieal wing of plate
m, prevents the plate B from dropping down-

ward.

Now, when the trunk is tilted or lifted a 4c
little, and by the finger being inserted into the
hole in the plate C, said plate C is pulled out-
ward against the pressure of spring D, as in-
dicated in dotted lines in IFig. 2. The plate G
is withdrawn from D,and the plate B, carrying
roller d, can now be pushed up into the cavity
1, previded above 1t for that purpose. The
plate C 1s now allowed to resume its normal
position, which will bring its lower enlarge-
ment, ¢, beneath the lip 7 of the rawsed plate B, 8o
as 1n Ifig. 2, and thus effectually prevent plate
B from dropping downward. Inthisposition
the roller d does not project beyond the plate
m, and cannot therefore be broken oif by even
the most energetic ¢ baggage-smasher.” When 8;
the trunk 1s again carried into a room or hall
the roller can be easily made to serve its pur-
pose by merely allowing the plate I3 to drop
and become locked 1n the position shown in
Ig. 1.

My invention also removes another great ob-
jeetion in the casters now in use. Itis well
known that i1f the rollers in casters now in use
are broken the lags or ears upon which they
are hung will, when the trunk is carried into gs
a room, work great injury to the carpet or
other floor - covering. My invention entirely
removes this objection.

I claim—

1. The trank-caster A, composed of platem, 100
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