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Lo all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Joux W. BRASURE, of
the city and county of Albany, and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use.
ful Improvements in Burial-Caskets, of which
the following is a specification. |

My invention relates to burial-caskets pro-
vided with lids havin g movable sectional
panels; and it consists in constructing the
movable panel for covering the face and chest
of the corpse in two parts or sections, the sep-
aration being made in a transverse direction,
the upper seetion being hinged to the lid of
the casket, so as to swing toward the head of
the latter, and the other section being hinged
to the upper oue by means of g hinged joint,
and so arranged that when the parts are folded
back the lower section will bear agalnst the
head of the casket and form a brace for sup-
porting the upper section, which will then be
beld in position to serve as a shelf or bracket
for holding flowers or other articles aPPropri-
ate for fanereal oceasions.

In the accompanying drawin s, which form
@ part ot this specification, and to which ref-
erence 1s herein made, Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a casket provided with Ny 1mprove-
ment, and showing the sections of the head-
panel folded back to form a shelf, the position
of said sections when closed bein g shown by
dotted lines, and Tig. 2 is a plan view of the
lid of the casket with the sections of the head.
panel closed down. |

As represented in the drawings, A is the
body or principal part of the casket, and it
may be made of any suitable material and in
any preferred form, style, and finish. |

The casket is- covered by a detachable lid,
B, which is provided with an opening for ex-
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| and this opening has for a cover a head-panel

formed by the sections C and U/, the section
O being hinged to the lid B by the hinges D
in snch manner that in opening it will swing
over the head of the casket, and the section
C’ is hinged by the hinges K to the section C,
S0 that it will fold underneath the latter, as
shown in Tig. 1, and its free end will then en-
gage with a stop, F, or other suitable part at
the head of the casket, so as to form a brace

for supporting the section C in 2 position to

serve as a shelf or Lracket for holdin g tloral
or other decorations. When the head-panel is
closed (as indicated by dotted lines in Inig. 1,
aud as shown in Fig. 2) the end of the section
C’ may be locked or otherwise secured to the
conjoining end of the stationary panel G.

By hinging the head-panel to the head of
the casket and constructing it to fold, as here-
in shown and described, the unbecoming de-
lay and confusion incident to the search for a
misplaced detachable head-panel is eutirely
avoided, the head-panel is utilized for deco.
rative purposes, and the head of the casket is
freely accessible to those desiring to view the
face of the corpse.

I claim as my invention-— |

The lid B for a burial-casket, provided with
& panel composed of the sections C and C,
hinged to each other and to the lid, as herein
shown and described—that is to say, 1n such
mauner that the section C will serve as a
bracket at the head of the casket and the sec-
tion C’ will form a brace for supporting said
bracket, as herein specified.

JOHN W. BRASURE.
Witnesses :
WirLriam H. Low,
WALTER 8. CUTLER,
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