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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. R32,797, dated September 28, 1880,

Application filed July 1, 1880.

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT ZOLLER, a citi-
zen of the United Smtes residing at NewYork
1n the county and btate of New York have in-
vented new and useful Improvements n vent-
Plugs for Barrels, Casks, &e., of which the
follomu 1S 2 speclﬁemion B

My invention relates to vent-plugs for casks
and barrels; and it consistsin a vent-plug com-
prising a metal casting formed with a hollow
stem, a handle at I'lEht angles to the stem
made holiow a portion of its length and formed
with a solid end adapted to be ﬂrasl)ed by the
operator, a socket formed intermediate the
solid end of the handle, and the stem and an
enlarged head at the upper end of the stem,
the said socket being provided with a vent-
cap for the valve, all ELS hereinafter more fully
described.

I'his invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings, in which Figuare 1 repre-
sents a vertical longitudinal bectlan Mg, 218
a Side view.
Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.
In the drawings, the letter A designates the
hollow stem; I3, the hollow handle; b the vent-
cap, and D the valve.

The stem A is closed at its upper end and
open atits lower end, and 1t is preferably made
to taper toward its lower or open end. The
handle B projects from the hollow stem A at
a suitable point intermediate of its ends, the
same being cast in one piece therewith, and it
18 closed "Lt 1ts outer end.

The vent - cap O is fitted into a hole in the
side of the handle B, and is secured therein by
means of a serew- thl"@ ad, as shown in Fig. 1.

The valve D has its seat on the inner end of
the vent-cap U, and rests thereon by gravity.
I construct the valve D with a stem, e, which
fits into the vent-hole of the cap C, m1d 15 of
angular cross-section for guiding the valve
without stopping the influx of a1r.

In applying the apparatus to use, the stem
A 1s driven into the bung of a barr‘el as shown
1n Fig. 1, by taking hold of the hmdle B and
striking t-he outer or closed end of the stem
with a suitable instrument. If the pressure of
air within the barrel now falls below that of
the surrounding air the valve D is lifted from

[ 1ts seat for the admission of air to the barrel.

If 1t is desired to clean the valve or its seat,
this can be acecomplished Ly the removal of
the vent-cap from the handle.

It will be seen that the article Obtrmu(,d by

my 1nvention is extremely simple in its con-

struction and comparatively inexpensive, while
1t performs the required office in an effective
manner.,

It will be observed that the body of my 1m-
proved device consists of a casting which com-
prises the stem A, the handle B, a socket, d,
for the reception of the vent-cap, and a head
J, to receive the blows of a hammer or nmlleb
employed in driving the ventplug into a keg
or barrel.

The passage A’ through the stem A is con-
tinued through a portlon of the length 0111§ of
the handle B thus leaving a solid end, b, of
sald handle, WlllGh 18 fu]‘lpted to conform to
the grasp of the operator.

In a patent granted August 13, 1872, and
numbered 130 3:9, a hollow arm 18 Shown ex-
tending at 1'*1ght angles from the hollow stem,
and smd arm Is pl"O?ldE‘d at 1ts end with a
socket formed to receive a screw-plug or vent-
cap. Inmydevicel extend thisarm farther, so
as to form the handle end b, which adds nreatly
to the utility of the devm.,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The herein- desombed vent-plug for barrels
or casks, consisting of a metal casting formed
with the hollow stem A, the handle B, made
hollow a portion of its lenﬂth and for med with
a solid end, b, adapted to be grasped by the
operator, the socket d, formed intermediate of
the &:Olld end b of the lnndlu and the stem A,
and the enlarged head £, at the upper end ot
the stem, the smd socket being provided with
2 vent- mp U, for the valve D, all construected
and aI'I'ELnﬂed as herein qhown and specified.

In t(_,.stlmony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

ALBERT ZOLLER. [L.8.]

Witnesses:
K. FF. KASTENHUBER,
J. HERMANN WAHLERS.
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