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To all whom it ma Y CONCETN: :
- Be it known that I, SYLVESTER J. BOWLRS
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Oa,n

andaigua, in the county of Ontario and State

of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Implovements in Horse-Collar Ifasten-

ings; and I do hereby declare that the follow-

ing is a full, clear, and exact description of the

same,. reference bemﬂ had to the annexed

drawings, making & pcut of this specification,
and to the letters and ﬁﬂ*mes of referenw

| marke(l thereon.
Figure 1 of the drawingsisa fmnt elevatlon-

of the coupling, showmg the sections thereof

connected to thelr respective ends of a horse-

collar.  Fig. 2 is face view of the two sections

‘of the coupling, showing the dovetail groove

and tongue for conneotmg; them together

Tfig. 3 is a sectional view of the two coupling-

sccbwns when connected together, the snctmn
being taken ou lines z z of Fig. 2.

- The present mvention has 1elat10n to cer-
tain new and usefulimprovements in that ¢lass

of couplings for horse-collars adapted to be

connected to the freeendsthereof, the sections

" of said coupling being he]d together by a dove-

.30.
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tall device.

The invention consists in the peculmr CcolL-
struction of the coupling, asillustrated in the
drawings and herenmtter described. | _

In the accompanying drawings, A. B repre-

| ~sent the two sections of the coupling, com-
" posed of any suitable metal, and cast with ears
b, two upon each section.

These ears are lo-
ua,ted midway of the ends of the coupling,

- with such relation to the rolls of the collar, A
_represented by x v, that the ears will locate'

themselves between said rolls. This is con-

. sidered a decided advantage over those coup-

40
| . stead of between them, as in my invention.

lings having the ears embracing the rolls in-

_The ears b being located between the rolls of"
~ the collar, the Iwets will pass through solid

* leather instead of through the rolls, which are

stuffed with straw.  In the first case there is

~greater firmness and less liability of the sec-

- tions working' loose, while in the old way of

5o

~passing the rivets through the stuffed rolls the

sections will invariably work loose and render
the coupling insecure.
The sections A I3 are connected together by a

| ing a dOVGt&ll groove ¢, to receive a tongue, d,

4

the tendency of all other dovetail couplingsis

the couplmg and on the bare leather.

‘heavy loads going down hill.

‘uponthesection B. This dovetaildevice, unhke
those heretofore in use, is formed on the sec-
tions transversely or crosswise of the length
of the contacting faces, the advantage bemn'
that they are e&sierof adjustment, with less
Stlam upou a close or box- tc)p collar. It is-
r 60
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no cov eung, and the necesswy of a spring or
other like device for holding the,sections to-
gether 1s entirely avolded, for the simple rea-
son that the harder the holdback—strap strains
upon it the tighter the joint becomes, while

to pull apart by the holdback-strap.

Each section A B upon 1ts under side is
formed with a bridge, ¢, so that when the sec-
tions are coupled towether the two bridges will
form a guard to receive and hold the breast-
pole or h_oldb‘wl{ -strap to its place in the cen-

70

‘ter of the Dbottom of the ecollar and on the

coupling. This feature of my invention is
considered of great importance, as it effectu-
ally accomplishes the great design of saving
the wear of the collar where the pole-strap 1s
wound around the bottom of it, the guard
holding the holdback-strap ﬁlmly 1n 1ts place
and eutu ely preventingitirom sliding toeither
side and off the coupling and wearing the col-
lar, as has been the case heretofore, especially
on hack-collars, where the holdback-strap runs
on au angle to the end of the pole, invariably
sliding the strap inside the center of collar off 85

This
soon wears the leather of the collar through,
and in sach case the improvement ot the guard
effectually obviates the above-named ditficulty,
and is therefore considered of very great im-
portance. H

The sections A B are fmme(l with a ha,me

75
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‘strap loop, f, to prevent the hame from shov-

ing forward and off the collar in holding back
This 1mprove-
ment is especially adapted to team or heavy
harness, where the breast-strap hitches above
and in the ring of the hame, leaving, as it al-

‘ways has, the hame entlrely free to leave the

collar and slide forward on the horses’ necks,

which lets the loaded wagon on the heels of the

horses and frequently causes serious accidents.
It should be understood that the hame-strap

 dovetail tongue ‘md groove, the sectmnAhav- loop 1s n0t for the purpose of holdmg colla,r
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tall groove, c, and tongue d, runnmg trans-
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or hame together separate from each other, but
expressly to hold collar and hame to&ether
and prevent them from becoming det'lched

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The couplmﬂ* sections A B, h&vmg ears b,
connected to the collar between therolls there-
of and secured byrivets or other similar means,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The coupling-sections A B, having a dove-

versely or crosswise of the contactnw ends of
the sections, the latter also hfwmg ears 0,

adapted to be connected to the collar between
the rolls thereof, substantially as and for the
purpose set fm‘th

3. The sections A B, having bridges ¢ upoi
the under side thereof, to form a guard for the
breast-pole or holdback-strap when the sec- 2o
tions are coupled together, as set forth.

4. The two coupling-sections A B, each of
which has an angle-bar, so that when the sec-
tions are coupled together the two angle-bars
will form a hame-strap loop, 7, substantmﬂy as 25
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

SYLVESTER JAY BOWERS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. H. PADDOCK,
WM., McCLAREY.
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