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- catches of this class have consisted, so far as
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“have also been used to render the catch self-
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~ edges of the lid and body of the trunk, either
- 1n connection with or independently of the
- ylelding of the valance; and my invention con-
- sistsin the means, substantially as hereinafter

40 set forth, which i employ for the purpose of

~the lid. C is the valance.
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and F. G G are release devices.
The plates B E are rigidly applied to the |

_5 .

line y y, and Fig. 4 a front view of the releas-

catches intended to be employed in connection

~ and applied to the front of the trunk, one on
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To all whom it may concern: | |
. Be it known that I, CHARLES A. TAYLOR, of

Ilinois, have invented certain new and useful |
Improvements in Trunk-Catches, of which the
following, in connection with the accompany-
Ing drawings, is a specification.

~In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
a trunk provided with catches embodying my
invention; Kig. 2, a section in the plane of the
line z x; Fig. 3, a section in the plane of the

ing-plate detached.
Like letters of reference indicate like parts.
My invention relates to that class of trunk-

with or in addition to the lock usually ar-
ranged on the frontof the trunk. Heretofore

I am aware, of several metallic parts, one serv-
ing as a catch and anotlier as an engaging

~ bart for the catch, arranged, respectively, on |
- the top or lid and on the body of the trunk; .

and 1n connection with these two parts and
their base plates or bearings a release device
has also sometimes been employed, and springs

locking on the closing of the trunk, and also.
to aid the action of the release device.

The object of my invention is to avoid the
use of special or individual springs in connec-
tion with the class of catches above referred
to, as well as 1n connection with their release
devices, and to that end I utilize the.spring
action or ylelding tendency of the meeting

attaining the object I have in view.
A represents the body of the trunk, and B

D D are the catches, which are made of mal-
leable iron or other inflexible or rigid metal,

each side of the place usually occupied by the
lock. Hach catch consists of two plates, E

body of the trank, and the plates F F rigidly
to the lid. The release devices are connected
pivotally or vibratingly to the plates E E.

H is a projection or lug extending ontwardly
or forwardly from theouter face of each plate c:
. The upper side of each lug H is beveled,
inclining from the trunk downwardly and out-
wardly toward the end of the lug; but the un-

der side of the lug is flat or extends horizon-
tally from the trunk. 60

L isaslot or opening in each plate F I', The
slots or openings 1T are adapted and arranged
to receive the lugs H H when -the trunk is
closed, and this engagement of the lags or
catches H H with the plates I F holds the lid 65
1n its closed position. -

In all ordinary trunks the meeting edges,
both of the lid and of -the body of the trunk,
are somewhat yielding, and the valance is also

‘yielding. Consequently, although the plates E 70
‘and F and the catches H H are not flexible,

and are rigidly applied to the meeting edges
of the lid and Dody of the trunk, the plates E

~and I will have the same yielding movement

that the meeting edges and the valance have. 4¢
Therefore, when the trunk is being closed, the
lower ends of the plates I ¥, on striking the

upper or beveled faces of the lugs or catches
H H, will move forward thereon as the lid is

lowered, and by the time the trunk is closed 8o
the plates F' I will snap into engagement with
the catehes H H and hold the lid down. The
catches are therefore self-engaging, and this

engagement will occur whether the plates ¥ F

be attached directly to the lid or to the val- 8z
ance. In the example shown they are repre-
sented as applied to the valance, as I deem
that mode of attachment preferable in order
to obtain the greater amount of spring-action.
It will be perceived, therefore, that I ntilize go
the spring action or yielding tendency of the
meeting edges of the lid .and body of the trunk
in order to make the catches D D self-engag-
ing, and that by so doing I render it unnec-
essary to employ other springs for that pur- 05
pose, although the catches are'made of inflexi-
ble metal. -- e |

The release devices G G consist of metallic
pieces, from opposite corners of which project
spindles or pintles a «, which extend into sock- 164

v
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'~ ets made to receive them in the plates I K.

When the trunk 1is closed the pieces & G lie

parallel, or nearly parallel, to the front of the

trunk, and a portion of each lies underneath
the Iower end of each plate I, respectively, as

indicated at ¢’ /, which underlying parts are

~1n the form of shoulders, while the remaining

partprojectslaterally sufficiently to be grasped

~ for the purpose of turning these plates so that

IO

the shoulders a’/ ' will stand out from the

trunk and lift or push the plates I If from

their engagement with the catches or lugs H

H. These laterally-extending parts of the re-
lease devices are bll“‘]]tly mc.hed, as shown at
a'' a, so as to ward off accidental blows which
might otherwise tend to unlock or release the

~ bolts. That edge of the release-plate in con-
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tact with the bod,y of the trunk is also slightly

arched, by preference, so that the plates may

be ra1sed with facility.
It will be perceived that, the 1elease devices

are eccentric and act directly on the catches,

so that by raising the release devices they will
force the catches from their engagement, or

push the meeting edges of the lid and body of

the trunk so far apart that the catches wﬂl be

- unfastened.

3©

- of the meeting edges of the Iid and body of
the trunk bemﬂ utlhzed in aid of the release

35
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It will also be pe1 ceived that the release de-

vices as well as the catches operate without

the aid of any special or 1individual spring or
springs, the spring action or yielding tendency

devices and catche
It will also be observed that the catches and
the release devices are all arranged externally

on the face of the trunk, and that the release-

devices are easily :;Lccesmble and adapted to
be operated by hand.

I am aware that boxes have heretofore been
provided with rigid hooks or catches rigidly
attached tothelidsof the boxes, and that these
hooks entered and engaged the bodies of the
boxes, and that the boxes could be opened by
springing in their fronts until the catches were

released ; butIdo nothereintend to elaim sueh.

I am also aware that rigid metallic plates,
forming, in part, a trunk-catch, have hereto-

| fore been rigidly applied to the outside of the

front of a trunk, and arranged at or near the so
meeting edges ot the lid aml body, respect-

| 1vely, of the trunk ; but such plates have not

heretofore been deapted so faras I am aware,
to be engaged with and released from each
cther by the inward and outward ylelding 5z
movement of the parts to which they were ap-
plied, and therefor¢ I do not here intend to
claim the same broadly.

1 am also aware that eccentric release de-
vices have heretofore been employed in con- 6o

| nection with spring-catches used as trank-fast-

enings; but 1 do not here intend to clalm fast-
enings or eatches of that class; but,
Having thus described my mveutlon what

1 claim as new, aud desire to secure by Letters 6 5

Patent, 18—

1. A trank catch or fastening conmstmg of
the combination of rigid plates E and I, adapt-
ed to be engaged with and disenga-ged. from
each other alternately when moved in reverse 7o -

~direction 1n a line at, or nearly at, right angles

to their faces, and of an e(,(,eutuc release
device turning in bearings in one of the said

plates, and hamfmﬂ 1ts eccentric arranged to

bear against the other of the satd plates sub- 75

stantially as and for the purposes specified.

2. 'The combination of the rigid plates E and
IF, adapted, substantially as described, to be
engaged with and disengaged from each other
alternately when moved in reverse directions 8o
in a line at, or nearly at, right angles to their
faces, and both rigidly applied to the outside
of a trunk and at or near the meeting edges
of the lid and body thereof, respectively, and
the eccentricrelease device (&, turning in bear- 85
ings In one of the said plates, and having its
eccentric portion arranged between them and
a portion arranged for access by hand, sab-
stantially as specified, for the purpose of there-
by utilizing the spring action of the said meet- go
ing edges, and so avoiding the use of other or
speclal springs.

 CHARLES A. TAYLOR.
Witnesses:
I'. . WARNER,
W. 5. BAKER.
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