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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN A. STEVENS,
of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and aseful Im-
provements in Ventilating-Faucets, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements 1n
ventilating-fancets of that ¢lass in which the
taucet is adapted both for supplying air to the
interior of a keg or other vessel, to facilitate
the drawing of the liguid therefrom when the
plug is turned to open the way or passage, and
for supplying air when the way is closed by
the turning of the plug to the spout or dis-
charge end of the faucet in front of the plug,
and so preventing the ereation of a vacuun
behind the fluid and avoiding the slow drip-
ping from the spout.

My objects are to simplify and cheapen such
fancets, and to render unnecessary the employ-
ment of the pistons or air-forcing devices here-
tofore generally used in fancets of this class;
and my improvements consist in providing the
turning plug with a vent-hole or air-inlet com-
municating with a cavity or hollow of the plug,
which cavity communicates, when the way 18
opened, with a tube or air passage-way lead-
ing to the inner end of the faucet or to the in-
terior of the vessel to which it is applied, and
communicates, when the way is closed, with
the spout or discharge part of the faucet, as
will hereinafter first fully be described, and
then designated by the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, I'igure 1 1s
a view, partly in vertical longitudinal central
section and partly in elevation, representing
a convenient way of adapting my invention to
an ordinary faucet, the plug being turned to
the position to close the way and open com-
munication between the air-chamber or cavity
of the plug and the spout end of the faucet;
and TFig. 2 is a view similar to that above re-
ferred to, exceptthat the passage-way is opened
and the tube for supplying air to the keg, &e.,
in communication with the hollow of the plug.
The dotted lines in this figure are deemed suffi-
cient to show the obvious changes which would

be needed to adapt the faucet for being driven

into place in an ale or beer barrel.
A hollow plug, A, is provided with an air-

The vent-hole supplies air to the air-chamber
or cavity C in the plug, whether the plugway
or openiung b is opened or closed.

A tube or other suitable air-channel, D, 1s 55
attached to or formed with the shank or inner
part, K, of the fancet, and this tube communi-
cates with the plug-cavity by an opening or
air-outlet, d, when brought in line by turning
the plug,as shown by Fig.2. Attheend of the 6o
shank—that part which is screwed or driven
into the vessel—an opening or two openings,

e, are provided.

Communication between the air-supplied
cavity of the plug and the spout or discharge 65
end I of the faucetis made by a groove or sur-
face-channel, 7, in the plug. (See Fig. 1.) In-
stead of this groove, on the outside of the
plug communicating at top with the air-cham-
ber outlet-opening d and at its lower end with 5o
the passage-way of the spout portion ot the
faucet when adjasted as in Ifig. 1, a second
hole driiled through the wall of the plug into
its cavity about at the point where the groove
f terminates at its lower end might be sub- 75
stituted. I preferthe groove, however,asthe
supply of air to the spout in this way is frowm
a higher point in the air chamber or cavity C,
and there is consequently no liability of the
supply of air behind the liquid in the spout 8o
being prevented Ly a partial filling of the alr-
chamber with the liquid as it passes through

the faucet-way or passage (. ~

It will readily be understood from the fore-
ooing description that when the plugis turned 3g
to close the way air rushes in from the front
of the plug and behind the liquid in the spout
I, thus rapidly freeing it from the beer, &e.,
and avoiding the slow dripping as -from an
ordinary faucet, and this, too, without requir- go
ing any additional manipulation, such as op-
erating a plunger to pump air in behind the
liquid, as heretofore.

I claim as of my owninvention—

1. The plug provided with the air-chamber g5
or cavity supplied by the air-inlet or vent-hole,
and communicating with the spout portion of
the faucet when the way is closed, substan-
tially as hereinbefore set forth.

9. The combination of the air-channel in the 100
faucet-shank and the turning plug provided

inlet or vent-hole, ¢, and with a handle, B. | with the air-supplied chamber or cavity, hav.




Ing communication with said air-channel when | cating with said air-outlet when the way is
the wayis open and supplying air to the faucet- | open and the faucet - spout communicating
spout when the way is closed, substantially as | with the air-chamber by the inclined groove
and for the purpose hercinbefore set forth. when the way is closed.
5 9. The combination, substantially as lLere- In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub- g

inbefore set forth, of the turning plug having | scribed my name.
the vent-hole or *‘m inlet, the air chamber or BENJAMIN A. STEVENS.
cavity, the air outlet or ol}eninﬁ, and the in- Witnesses:
clined groove communicating at top therewith, | CHARLES I. ScorT,

ro the air- (,hmmel 1n the faucet shank commum- l . P. FOULKES.-
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