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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 932,190, dated September 14, 1880,
| Application filed August 4, 1880. (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HORATIO WILLISTON
Kn1car, of New York city, in the county and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buttons, of
which the following specification is a descrip-
t1o11.

The object of my invention is the produc-
tion of a button composed of ivory or similar

material adapted to be attached to a garment

in the same manner as a cloth or silk batton ;
and the invention consists in making a but-
ton-body of solid inflexible material, such as
ivory, bone, pearl, or the like, having a cavity
in its under side and an inelined wedge, V,
or similarly-shaped recess at the outer circum-
ference of such cavity, in combination with a
flexible shank of ecanvas or other suitable ma-
terial, and devices, hereinafter described, for
securing said shank to the body of the button.

Usually buttons made of ivory or similar
material are attached to garments by threads
passing through holes in the button, or by
metallic fastening devices affixed to the but-
ton-back; but the holes in such buttons de-
face the button, and the threads, being ex-
posed to view, present an unsightly appear-
ance, while the stiff fastening deviees break
easily, are unreliable, and otherwise objection-
able. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertieal cross-scction of a button embodying
my invention. Tig. 2 is a similar view with
the parts detached, and Fig. 3 is a bottom-plan
VIeW. | |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

« designates the body of abutton, preferably
composed of ivory, although pearl, bone, or
other inflexible material may be used. The
under side of this body « is provided with a
cavity, b, and an iceclined wedge, ¥, or simi-
larly-shaped recess ¢. Into this cavity b, 1

place a filling or core of metal, ¢, to which the !

shank d has been previously-attached. This
shank d is composed of canvas or some similar
material. Itsedgesare drawn over the coree,
so as to overlap underneath the core, and a
metal binder, f, is then bound over the edges
of said core, the teat of the shank protruding
through a central opening in the metal binder.

I then insert in the recess ¢ an annular plate, |

¢, of metal, which 1 term the ¢ button-back.”

This annular plate ¢ is concavo-convex, and
has an opening at the center. After the varl- g5
ous parts have been inserted in the button «
pressure“is applied until they are forced into
the proper places and the teat of the shank d
projects through the opening in the center of

‘the plate ¢. The button is then ready for use, 6o

and can be attached to a garment -by sewing
in the ordinary manner. .

It will be seen that the metal binder f 1s
made slightly concave on its under side to cor-
respond with the contour of the cavity b, while 65
its edges bear againstthe inneredge of the re-
cess e. Thisconstruction permitsthefree move-
mentof the coreeand binder £ within the cavity,
and thus renders the shank d flexible, and
while the plate ¢ precludes the possibility of 4o
the withdrawal of these parts from the button-
body @, it does not prevent the free movement
of the shank, as its under side being concave,
it does not bear against the core and binder
anless a strain on the shank draws them 75

“against its inner surface.

I am aware that cloth buttons have hereto-
fore been made with flexible shanks, and I
therefore do not seek to broadly claim such
construction in an ivory button ; but ‘80

What I do claim, and desire tosecure by Let-
ters Patent, 15— | |

1. Inabutton,the body @, composed of ivory,
pearl, or other solid inflexible material, hav-
ing a cavity in its under side and an inclined 85
wedge, V, or similarly - shaped recess at the
outer circumterence of such cavity, in combi-
nation with a flexible shank of canvas or the
like, and devices for securing sald shank to
the body «, all constructed and arranged sub- go
stantially as herein shown and specified.

2. The combination, in a button, of the In-
flexible body «, having a cavity in its under
side and an inclined wedge, V, or similarly-
shaped recess at the outer circumference of g3
said cavity, with the flexible shank d, secured
thereto by means of the core ¢, binder f, and
plate ¢, all constructed and arranged substan-
tially as herein shown and specified.

HORATIO WILLISTON ENIGHT.

Witnesses:
IE. J. GRANT,
E. C. WEBB.
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