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SAFETY ATTACHMENT FOR BREECH-LOADING GUNS.

SPECIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 230,693, dated August 3, 1880,
Application filed February 25, 1880.

To all whom it ma Y COncern:

- Be 1t known that I, RoBERT P. DAGGE’I‘T
a citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, county of Marion, ‘and State of L.
diana, have invented a new and useful Safety
Attachmentfor Breech-Loading Guns, of which

the following is a spemﬁc&twu

My mvention relates to a safety attachment
tor breech-loading guans that are fired off by
a cap placed inthe end of a cartridge, of which

1t forms a part.

20

Heretofore a safety-lock has been used with
a pin working in a vertical slot in the breech
of the gun. Said pin had flanges at top to
work between the hammer and the needle.
While in that position it is exposed and liable
to be bent or broken. The pin is worked by
the triggers of the gun only, and so affords no
protection against the accidental explosion of
the gun while the hammer is up, should the
triggers be moved. This mechanism necessi-
tates a complete safety attachment for each

~ barrel 11 a double-barrel gun.
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In my device the guard is entirely concealed
1 a cap at the end of the breeeh of the guan,
can be secured and locked open or shut at
pleasure, cannot be broken or bent while in
position, 1s worked by a lever entirely inde-
pendent of the mechanism used in firing the

gun, and, being independent of the mechanisin

of the gun, it requires but one safety attach-
ment for a two-barrel gun.

‘The object of my inv entwn is to prevent the

needle striking the. cap in the cartridge ex-
¢ept when (16811‘6(1 by the person using the gun.

The invention consists in the armugemem
of a head-piece screwed to the face of the
breech of the gun, between it and the barrel.
In sald head-piece there are holes opposite the
ones in the breech of the gun, through which
the needles must pass When struck by the
hammers. The needles must bedriven through

theholes in the breech of the gun and the holes

opposite them in the head-piece before they
can strike the cap in the cartridge. The back
side of this head-piece is countersunk to admit
of a dropiwhich 1s hung to the fore end of a
lever by an eye. On the under side of the
drop, directly under the eye, there is a guide,
so that the drop may be raised and lowered
withoutcatching on or even touching the sides.

|

The lever that operates the drop passes
through the Lreech of the oun, and i1s worked
11 the shank of the breech, which is Hanged,
(instead of being solid, as heretofore ,) 111 order
to receive the ]ever, thus saving the strength
of the gun-stock by not cuatting away as muech
wood as would be necessary 1t the shank were
left solid and the lever were placed either un-
der 1t or at one side. In the center of the le-
ver 1s a shoulder or enlargement with a hole
through it for the screw 1;0 pass that holds the
breech of the gun to the stock. This enables
the lever to work around said screw on two
pivots, one from each tlange, through the side

of the shoulder.

The lever is operated by a spring attached
to 1ts under side at the rear end, keeping said
end of the lever up and the drop in the head-
piece down, so that 1t the needle be aceident-
ally struck -by the hammer it would be pre-
vented from striking the cartridge or cap by
the drop, which would cover the hole in the
head-piece through which the needle mnst pass
before it can touch the c¢ap in the cartridee
or by applying pressure on the thumb-piece
at the rear end of the lever, compressing the

spring at the under side of the lever, thus

raising fore end of lever, and with it the drop
that is hung to the tore end. Then when the
hammer strikes the needle 1t 1s driven throngh
the hole in the breech, and through the hole
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opposite it in the head-piece, striking the cap

in the cartridge in barrel of gun and explod-

| ing 1t.

To secure the drop in the head-piece either
down or up at the pleasure of the person nsing
the gun I place a sliding boltwith a spring at
its under side (rear end) and shoulders on the
top side (rear end) that fit into notehes in the
shank of the breech of the gan. The spring
raises the rear end of shide-bolt, throwing the
shoulders on the top side of said slide-bolt up
into notches in the shank of the breech, hold-
ing said slide-bolt so that 1t does not interfere
in the least with lever when being operated,
as heretofore described.

down and sliding it forward i1t then will fit
1nto oue of two notches in the rear end of the
lever that operates the drop. By removing
the pressure from the bolt the spring on un-
der side of bolt throws the rear end of the bolf

By pressing the bolt
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up, the shoulders on top side of bolt fitting

into notches in the shank of the breech of the |

gun. The lever operating the drop in the head-
piece will then be bolted either with the dr op
up, so that the person using the gun can fire

and load without using the lever, or with the

drop down,covering the holes in the head- -piece
through whlch the needle must pass before
the cap in cartridge can be exploded, thus
making double becumtv against any accidental
dlscharge of the car trldﬂ'e in the hm*ml of the
oui.

I attain these objects by the mechanism il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the stock, breech,
and barrels of a breech-loading gun, with my
safety attachment. Iig.21is a top view of the
same. Fig. 3isa longitudinal section through
the stock and breech of a breech-loading gun
on line & # in Figs. 2 and 9, showing the POSI-
tion of the safety attachment when the drop
between the cap in the cartridge and the ham-
mer or needle is down. Fig. 4 isa similar sec-
tion, showing the position of the satety attach-
ment when the drop between the cap in the

cartridge and the hammer or needleis up. Fig.
518 a “Vertical section through the ﬂcuwed
shanlk of the breech on line y y in Fig. 4. Fig.
6 is a vertical section on line Z’ Z/ in Ifig, 4,
looking toward the barrels, showing the drop
up. I‘lg.7 is a vertical section through the
head-piece on line W W 1n Iig. 6. Itlg 3 18
a vertical section on line Z Z in I‘1 . 1, 2, and

3, looking toward the barrels, showing the

drop down. Ifig. 9 1s & horizontal section
through the safety attachment on liney’ ¥’ 1
Fig. 4. Tig.101s a vertical section through the
breech and barrelsin line Z?Z? in Iig. 3. Fig.
11 is an enlarged drawing of slide-bolt and
end of lever. Ifig. 12 is a top view of slide-
bolt. TIig. 13 is a vertical section through
slide-bolt on line &' ', Ifig. 11,

- A is the stock of a brwch Joading gun. B
is the breech. B’ is the shank ot the breech,
with flanges b 0. Cis ahead-piece, with coun-
tersunk space ¢, in which moves a drop, If,
with a guide, /. f/isan eye 1 drop If, into
which extends the end of lever L. ¢/ ¢ are

holes through the head-piece to allow the nee-
cle L. when Strmh by hammer N to pass throngh

and explode cap &k in cartridge K in barrel G
of the gun. Lii1s a lever working in pivots
d d in flanges b b and shoulder ¢ D 18 the

breech-serew which secures the breech to the
stock of the gun, and around which shoulder
H is a spring to keep lever I and

e? works.
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thumb-piece ¢ up. ¢ ¢’ are notehes in the end
of lever II to allow bolt O to slide in and
keep the lever in the position desired. I’ 1s a
slideway formed in the end of shank B/ for

bolt O to slide in, with notehes p p inits langes.

r is a spring which holds bolt O in notehes p p.
The operation of the device 1s as follows:
When pressure is applied to thamb-piece e le-
ver I is operated on pivots d d at each side of
shoulder €%, and drop I in the head-piece O 1s
raised, &110“"1112, needle L when struck by ham-
mer N to pass through hole ¢/ in head-piece C
onto cap k in cartridge K in the barrel G of
the cun. By removing pressure from the
thumb-piece ¢, spring H, operating on lever H,
which works on pivots d d on each side of

‘shoulder ¢?, lowers drop I in head-piece C, so

that when needle L is struck by hammer N 16
is driven through the hole in the breeclh of the

oun onto drop I in head-piece O, thus pre-

venting needle Li striking cap & 1n the car-
tridge. By bolt O at the rear end ot the shank
of the breech of the gun the drop can be locked

‘in either position at pleasure of the person

using the gun, as heretofore described.
- What I claim 18—

1. The combination of a head-piece, C, and
the drop If with one or more of the guides f,
forming a part of the drop If, said drop being
hung to the lever K, substantially as described,
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of a head-piece, G, with
the drop F and one or more of the guides f,
forming a part of the drop F, said drop being
hung to the lever I, which operates on the
shoulder ¢* as a center by the spring H, and a
thumb-piece, ¢, substantially as deseribed, and
for the purpose set forth. |

3. In breech-loading guns, the combination
of a head-piece, O,_mth the drop I, and one

or more of the guides f forming a part of the

drop I#, said drop being hang to the lever I,
which operates on the shoulder ¢* as a center
by the spring H, and a thumb-piece, ¢, the le-
ver I operating in the flanged shank to the
breech of gun I3/, substantially as described,
and for thu pnrpo&;(, set forth.

4. In combination with the drop I and the

lever I, the bolt O at rear end of the lever L,
the not@hm_. p p in flanged shank of gun B’,
and the spring 7, bllbbtcllltlﬂs“b as bhOW]_I, and
for the purpose -Speciﬁed.

ROBERT P. DAGGETT.
Witnhesses:

JAMES D. LIZIUS,
GEO0. M. POWELL.
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