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the fence lie on a horizontal

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WORLEY LINVILLE, OF CARRVILLE, TENNESSEE.

'FENCE.

SPHOIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 280,559, dated July 27, 1880.

Application filed Afpril 8, 1880. (No model.)

To all whom & may concern : -
" Be it known that I, WORLEY LINVILLE,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Carrville, in the county of Washington, State

of Tennessee, have invented a new and Im-
proved Plank Fence; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings and letters of refer-

ence marked thereon, forming a part of this

specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved
fence. Fig. 2 is a partial longitudinal and
cross section thereof in the line a? of Hig. o.
Fig. 3 is a cross-section in the line of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a partial longitudinal and cross sec-
tion in the line 2’ of Fig.1. Fig. b 1s an edge
elevation of the post-pieces of the fence, and
Fig. 6 a side elevation of-one of sald pieces.
Fig. 7 is a bottom view of a portion of one of
the base or foundation pieces, with a dovetail
mortise cut through it, and showing the dove-
tail tenon on one of the post-pieces inserted
into and longitudinally of said mortise. Kig.
3 is a view similar to Fig. 7, with the post-
piece turned at right angles with the mortise,
thereby locking the dovetail tenon of the post-
piece in the dovetail mortise ot the base-plece.

This invention relates to that description of
plank or picket fence which-has 1ts panels or
sections united together by a key-post without
the aid of nails; and the object of my inven-
tion is to provide an improved key-post, in
combination with adjustable braces and a
wedge-key, whereby the panels or sections can
be united together firmly whether the sills of
_ plane or an in-
clined plane and whether sanch inclined plane
is in the line of the panels or with the sills,

this combination being such that the panels:

can be kept upright whether the sills incline
downward parallel with or at right angles to
the panels or sections. |

Priorto my invention panel-fences have been
provided with a key-post having a circular
wedging projection on their lower end. Such
fences have also been drawn together by a
wedge-key app
the fence. A fence of this class has also been

co made with a post having a dovetail projection

on its lower end; but this fence does not ad-

lied above braces or parts of

mit of the sills being inclined and of the parts

being drawn together by a wedging-key when

the sills are inclined.

The fence which I have invented as an 55

improvement over others is as follows: A
| indicates the base or foundation pieces, B the
‘posts, and C the planks.

k' and [ represent

an ordinary key and pin fastening, and f fill-

ing-pieces between the planks C.
The base-pieces A have a mortise cut en-

| tirely through them, as at a. This mortise 1s

of dovetail form (see Figs. 3 and 4) in cross-

section, and oblong lengthwise of the sill or

base piece.

_The posts B are provided with dovetail ten-

ons « on their lower ends, which are inserted
flatwise into the oblong mortises, and then
turned around at right angles with the longest

direction of said mortises, as shown in Figs. 3
‘and 8, in which position the post-pieces com-
posing the post B cannot be withdrawn from
‘the base-piece A. S |

The mortises and. the dovét&ils fit e_ach other

snugly, and by their bevel form they make an

accommodating tight-fitting joint between the
postand the sill, whether the sill lies horizon-
tal or is inclined to the right or left or in line
with the fence, in accordance with the surface
of the ground upon which the fence is erected.

‘For the purpose of bracing the fence when
it occupies a position which is horizontal, or a

position whieh is partly inelined and partly

horizontal, the sills are provided with two pairs
of stop-notches, b b’ and b? 0% and two obraces,
¢’ ¢/, and the sill is made longer on one side

of its mortise than on the other. By this
combination of notches, braces, and sill the

fence can be kept vertical while its sills are
inclined to it. This is effected by turning the

sills around end for end and changing the
‘braces from notches b’ b° to notches b* b.
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When the inclination of the sills is away -

from the direction of the inclosed land the
shifting of the braces from notches b° §’ to b b*
would insure an upright set of the panels, and
when the inclination of the sills 1s toward the
inclosed land, then the sills are turned end for
end and the braces set into the notches b 0%
When the sills and panels are horizontal the
parts are arranged as shown in Fig. 3 of the

| drawings.
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Should the fence-panel run down hill and up
hill the bevel-mortises ¢ and bevel projections
ordovetails a’ willaccommodate the panels, and
still a tight joint between the parts can be main-
tained.

Above the braces and through the panels a
key, k, 1s passed. This key clears the blocks
or filling-pieces / between the planks C, but
binds against the planks a?a?, forming the posts
B, and also against the npper ends ot the braces
(/. The passages 0° throngh the post-pieces
are beveled or tapering to conform to the wedge
shape of the key k£ and upper angular bearing-
surfaces of the braces. By this mode of com-
bining the key, braces, and dovetail tenon and
mortise the parts can he tightened up when
the fence 1s first put up, and afterward if iv
gets loose. The parts also can be made tight

whatever may be the set of the sﬂls mth re-

spect to the pauels

In Iig. 1 an illustration i8 also given show- |

ing the post B, base-piece A, and braces O’ of
my improved fence utilized for a picket-fence,
such plan baving only a top and bottom rail,
g ¢’, to which the pickets ¢* are applied, the
rails being held in place by wedge keys and
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pins, as indicated in the figures, and the pick-

ets secured by nails or otherwise.

What I claim as my invention, and dPSlI‘E to
secure by Letters Patent, 18—

The combination, in a p01 table fence, of the
reversible sill A, having two or more pairs of
stops or abuttm o notcheb. b b’ b2 b% and a dove-
tail mortise, «, Whlch 1S nearer one end of the
sill than the other, the post B, having dovetail
tenon a’ and tapering passages b° braces C
C/, and wedge-key ¥, substantlally as and for
the purpose descrlbed |

WORLEY LINVILLE.

Witnesses: . '
Isaac H. HAMILTON,

JOSEPH L. CLARK.
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